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TODAY’S NEWS 

Brown's new savings 
plan hits middle class 

Gordon Brown last night was accused of squeezing the 
middle classes with tax increases after announcing that 
Tessa and PEP savings accounts worth more than 
£50,000 would be taxed from April 1999. The change is 
part of government plans to introduce a new Individual 
Savings Account, which wili allow up to £5,000 a year 
to earn interest tax free. The less well-off will be able 
to place their money in accounts offered by a range of 
providers, including supermarkets, but some estimate 
suggest up to 750,000 richer savers could be hit. 

Several million council tax-payers could also be 
worse off after the Government announced that coun- 
cil tax bills are set to rise by up to 10 per cent next 
April opening the Government to Tory attacks of tax- 
ing by stealth. Pages 5 and 25. 
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Free museums win the first round 



Terrorist 

victims 

were 

mutilated 


The remains of the Luxor massacre victim - 
ioan Turner were eventually flown back to 
Britain yesterday. The body of her daugh- 
ter, Karina, is still missing. 

' Behind the difficulties in identifying the . 
bodies of the family lies the brutal fact tijat . 
their Muslim fundamentalist killers had de- - 
Uberately disfigured the bodies of their vic- 
tims after stripping them. They had been 
shot in the face after they were dead. 

None of the shot Britons were carrying 
passports on security advice when the six . 
Islamic terrorists carried out last month's ; 
attack at the Valley of the Queens in which : 
58 tourists were killed. The gunmen also : 
stripped them of anything they were car- . 
rying which could have revealed their 
names and addresses. 

One Arab soarte said; “According to wit- 
nesses the terrorists were in a frenzy, they . 


Pharaoh deal: A visitor admiring the Egypt collection yesterday at the British Museum, to which the Government has decided to 
give funds so that it will not have to charge for admission. FuB story, page 3 Photograph: Tom Pfcton 


EXCLUSIVE BY 
KIM SENGUPTA 


were chanting and shouting. They seemed 
to have deliberately shot people already 
dead in the head and face." 

The only way to identify victims is by 
checking dental records. 

The confusion over identifying members 
of the Timer family caused a lot of added 
distress for the family. A relation of the 
Timers had positively identified bodies 
flown to London as those of Joan Timer. 
53, her 24-year-old daughter Karina and 
five-year-old granddaughter Shaunnah. 

- However, it emerged that Joan Timers 
body was in Switzerland - from where it was 
returned yesterday- and that of Karina was 
still missing. At one stage searches led to 
Colombia, only for the Foreign Office to 1 
be told that the two bodies sent there had 
already been cremated. However, neither 
matched Ms Turner’s details, and en- 
quiries are concentrating on Switzerland. 

The funeral of the Turners was due to . 
take place last Wednesday, but was halted 
when Mrs Turner’s body proved to be the 
wrong one. 


Opera House damned 

A Commons report is expected today to deliver a 
damning indictment of the management at the Royal 
Opera House and call for the resignations of its chair- 
man, chief executive and possibly the whole board. But 
Covent Garden chiefs are in defiant mood and are ex- 
pected to resist. Page 3 

Turner prize winner 

Gillian Wearing, a 34-year-old London artist who made 
a video of people revealing their innermost desires, has 
won the £20.000 Turner Prize. Ms Wearing beat an all 
women's shortlist which included Christine Borland, 
Angela Bulloch and Cornelia Parker. Page 2 

Holocaust fund snub 

The government has launched an international fond to 
help Holocaust survivors with a pledge of £1 m. The 
Americans offered $4m, with a pledge of $2.1 m to fol- 
low. But there was a less than enthusiastic response 
from some of the 15 countries who stood to benefit 
from £40m of gold remaining from a Second World 
War settlement. France, which is owed 2.2 tons, said it 
was unlikely to hand over its portion. Page 7 

A patent fortune 

An attempt by the memorial fond of Diana, Princess of 
Wales, to patent her free is likely to prevent her image 
being used in cheap merchandising. But it will also al- 
low other celebrities to make even more millions from 
taking control of their own images. Page 14 
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University crisis as fees 
scare off students 


Universities are to intervene in 
the crisis over the decline in 
entrance applications by a direct 
appeal to every sixth former. 
With applications for next year 
down by between 7 and 8 per 
cent, Judith Judd and Lucy Ward 
explain how die Government 
decision to charge tuition fees is 
influencing would-be students. 


Around 401 1.000 leaflets to be sent out to 
schools and colleges this weekend will tell 
sixth formers that a university education 
is still a good buy despite the introduc- 
tion of £ 1 .000 a year tuition fees from next 
September. 

The vice-chancellors 1 committee and 
the Universities and Colleges Admissions 
Service (Ucas). which processes the ap- 
plications. say that they are sending out 
the leaflets tn clear up any misunder- 
standings about the effect of government 
policy. 

With less than two weeks to go before 
the official dosing date for applications, 
they want to emphasise that students will 
still have a good chance of a place even 
if they apply after the deadline. Last year, 
an iund Hi .000 si udents who applied af- 
ter the deadline gained places. 

Confidential figures which went out to 
universities at the end of last week show 
that the number of applications from 
home and EU students processed by Ucas 
was down by around 10 per cent - from 
165.000 to 148.000 compared with the 
same period last year. 

Worst hit are the new unhersil its, with 


applications at some down by as much as 
a quarter, though a few are bucking the 
trend. The drop is said to be across the 
board and not confined to particular sub- 
jects. 

Last Friday, applications for Man- 
chester Metropolitan University were 
down by 3.214 to 12,742, and those for 
Northumbria University by 2,027 to 8308. 
At Plymouth, applications were down by 
2390 to 8,123. 

The leaders of new universities con- 
firmed that students were hanging back 
from applying, -and were agreed that the 
Government had failed to convince po- 
tential applicants over the funding 
changes. 

Dr Geoffrey Copland, the vice-chan- 
cellor of Westminster University and 
chuir of the 26-strong Coalition of Mod- 
em Universities, said: There is an ap- 
prehension about what is happening in 
the system on the part of students and 
their advisers, and lire message about the 
new funding arrangements has not real- 
ly got across. 

“Students who are serious about go- 
ing to university are not being put off. but 
people who arc a bit uncertain are hedg- 
ing their bets at the moment." 

At the University of East London, ap- 
plications so far are marginally down on 
last year, though l he picture so far has been 
“volatile”. . - - 

The vice-chancellor. Professor Frank 
Gould, ubo believed the Government had 
“lost the propaganda war" to opponents 
of fees. ‘There has been a lot of public- 
ity, marches and demonstrations from the 
antis, and a fairly cool statement from the 
Government has not combated that," 

He thought potential applicants would 
be reassured by the vice-chancellors' 
campaign. 

Professor PC ter Wheeler, pro vice- 

«§«»•• 
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chancellor of Salford University, where ap- 
plications are also- down, warned that the 
funding changes in higher education 
might deter many able applicants, par- 
ticularly mature students. 

He said: “The decision seems in 
conflict with the Government's plans 
to increase participation from those 
sectors of society which hitherto have 
not been able to benefit from university 
education." 

A spokeswoman for the vice-chancel- 
lors’ committee said: “We hope that, as 
last year, people will apply after the 
deadline. 

“We believe it is inevitable that there 
will be a certain amount of confusion with 
such a big change- Wb hope the leaflet win 
undo that and give the context of the ben- 
efits of higher education." 

Tbny Higgins, chief executive of Ucas, 
said: “We are making no statement about 
figures at all until after the closing date. 
It is too early to speculate on a single snap- 
shot-" 

Some long-established universities 
also appear to be suffering. East Anglia’s 
applications were down by 1,240 to 5308 
and Kent's down by 1,114 to 6,113. 

The leaflets aim to expose myths 
about Government changes to foes and 
grants - for example, “if l go to univer- 
sity I shall be up to my neck, in debt for 
yean;". 

Thu universities point out that male 
graduates earn 30 per cent more and 
women graduates 40 per cent more than 
those who go straight from the sixth form 
into a job. 

David Blunkett, the Secretary of 
Stale for Education, wrote to potential 
applicants a month ago assuring them 
that the new arrangements would ensure 
that they had the financial backing that 
they needed. 
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COLUMN ON E PEOPLE 

Battle rages for the 
Napoleonic succession 

The Battle of Austerlitz was fought 192 years ago yesterday with cannons 
and cavalry and guile. The battle of the Napoleonic succession was being 
fought out in a gentleman’s club in Paris last night without so much as a 
bread -roll, Obscure legal and constitutional argument, precedent and sen- 
timent will probably cany the day. 

Members of the Souvenir Napoleonien - an organisation dedicated 
to upholding the memory of the Emperor - were unwilling to discuss the 
proceedings with outsiders. Especially Brilish outsiders. “Prince" Charles 
Napoleon, great great-grandson of the Emperor Napoleon's youngest broth- 
er, Jerome, is battling for his right to be considered Chief of the Imperi- 
al Household. The title is, in legal terms, meaningless, but important to 
nostalgics and, doubtless, useful as a business calling card. When his fa- 
ther. Prince Louis Napoleon, died seven months ago, it seemed Charles, 

47, (pictured), who runs a financial services business in Corsica, would 
“ ^ n inherit the distinction aulo- 

matically. But the cantanker- 
ous, octogenarian prince left a 
“political testament", saying the 
succession should pass to his 
grandson, Jean-Christophe, 

Charles's son, an 11 year-old 
schoolboy. The deceased man’s 
motives were twofold, accord- 
ing to his lawyer, Maitre Jean- 
Marc Vhraut. Louis Napoleon 
disapproved of the fact that his 
eldest son had divorced and re- 
married without his permission. 

He also detested his political 
views, which were, by his ad- 
mission, “republican and de- 
mocratic". In an interview 

1 yesterday with Le Figaro , 

Charles Napoleon admitted he was a democrat and an ordinary chap. 

Asked if he would take become a full-time, dispossessed Royal if he suc- 
ceeded, he replied: “No, my psychological balance wouldn't stand it.” He 
conceded his “personal values" made him feel closer to the early period 
Napoleon (defender of the Republic) than the later period Napoleon (au- 
tocratic emperor). Certain aspects of the Emperor Napoleon’s record, and 
that of his nephew. Napoleon III (1852-70), should be “judged severely". 

This mildly revisionist view of Napoleon is now standard in France. 

If anything, the academic trend is towards a downward revaluation of his 
bloody attempts to create a prototype European union (with headquar- 
ters in Paris). The winner of this year's Prix Goncourt, the most presti- 
gious literary prize in France, was a novel by Patrick Rambaud, La Bataille, 
which re-creates the battle of Essling. a forgotten and disastrous episode 
in the Napoleonic wars. 

It presents Napoleon as a foul-mouthed, callous bully, driven by van- 
ity and detested even by his closest comrades. In the conservative Le Fi- 
garo yesterday the writer Claude Jacquemart said it had to be admitted 
the “Napoleonic adventure" was “an immense tragedy which left France 
physically and morally exhausted". 

This is unlikely to impress the Souvenir Napoleonien nostalgics, hold- 
ing their annual meeting yesterday, on the anniversary of Austerlitz and 
also of the coup which brought Napoleon HI to power. Charles Napoleon 
was addressing the meeting to try to persuade his great, great, great-un- 
cle's most devoted followers he was worthy of the imperial lineage, Legal- ... 
ly, their approval or disapproval counts for" nothing: the bajtlewfll continue ' : 
elsewhere. But, morally, it was essential for Charles tojpereuadethe last 
remnants of the Grande Armee to follow him. . ~ -J 

The omens were not good. He told Figaro hewanted to make the^ - 
Napoleonic tradition “modern and forward-looking”. As head of the Im- 
perial household, he would emphasise the republican Napoleon, elected 
by popular vote, and the constructive Napoleon, who built many of the 
institutions which serve France to the present day. It is difficult fora mere 
Briton to judge, but it sounds as if Charles Napoleon's father was right: 
he is a good democrat but he would make a useless emperor. 

John Lichfield, Paris 



Uproar as video entry snaps up the Turner 


Gillian Wearing, a 34-year-old London anisr who 
made a video of people revealing their innermost de- 
sires (above ), last night won the £20.000 Turner Prize. 
It was presented to her at the Tale Galkry by Cul- 
ture Secretary Chris Smith. 

Wearing (right) beat an all-women's shortlist which 
included Christine Borland. Angela Bulloch and Cor- 
nelia Parker. Her victory means it is the second con- 
secutive year that a video artist has won the prize. 
The judges, chaired by Tate director Nicholas Sero- 
ta, said she had established “a highly personal form 
of what might be called urban realism" - a confes- 
sional art in which she persuades her fellow citizens 
to reveal their most secret thoughts, fears and de- 
sires. This year's shortlist has provoked a large amount 
of criticism. Da rid Lee. editor of .-iris Review, vaid 
Wearing and her shortlisted colleagues "have excelled 
themselves with their shallow ideas and uninspired 
execution caused by under-estimating the importance 
of the visual ingredient in art." Ms Wearing's basic 
medium is photography, still or moving. The judges 
said that in the tradition of serialism, her work re- 
vealed the often strange or disturbing realities that 
lie beneath the apparently calm surface of eveiyday 



appearances, “it 
also offers a rich 
insight into the 
lives of ordinary 
people''. 

In one of her, 
works. “Signs 
that say what you 
want them to say 
and not signs that 
say what some- 
one else wants 
you to say", she 
asked people in 
the street to write 
a sign sayingl 
what was on their 
mind, and then 
photograph them holding it. In her most recent ma- 
jor work. *“ 1 CM f»“, she filmed adult actors lip-synch- 
ing to a soundtrack to the voices of children aged 
10- In. The result was said to suggest both the adult 
in the child and child in the adult. 

David Lister 


Drug-case British student has sentence cut 


A Moscow court yesterday cut the 
six-year labour-camp sentence on 
. JtarenJieodecsoa, ~J9,_.a Britocc- 
ronvicted -of smuggling cocaine. 
Despite, protestations of inno- 
- ceoceu- Judge. JMalalia.; Arinkina 
again found her guilty but sen- 
tenced her to one year and 1 1 
months in a camp. Because she has 
spent 22 months on remand, Hen- 
derson will be freed next month. 

Henderson, who grew up in the 
Netherlands and was studying 


tourism there before her arresL 
said it was a fact that “‘alien ob- 
jects". were found in her case 
when she landed in Moscow from 
Havana but sbe was “ devastated", 
because she had “nevenknawing- 
ly carried narcotics". 

She wept when Judge Arinki- 
na confirmed her predecessor’s 
verdict of guilty. Henderson should 
be "isolated from society" hut. in 
view of her “personality, youth and 
lack of a criminal record”, the pun- 


ishment ought to he softened, Lhe 
judge said.During the trial an as- 
sistant lay judge fell asleep while 
evidence was being given, and 
the translation was so bad that 
Henderson's mother, giving a. 
character assessment of her daugh- 
ter. was quoted as saying she 
“sympathised with drug traffickers" 
when what she actually said was 
that she fell sorry for those who 
had become addicted to drugs. 

Helen Womack. Moscow 
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Peace at last for right-to-die woman 


A motor neurone disease victim who launched a High 
Court action to allow her GP to administer pain-re- 
lieving drugs which might shorten her life, has died 
Former air hostess Annie Lindsell. 47. from Ted- 
dington, London, dropped her two-year court bat- 
tle in October when her doctor, Simon Holmes, said 
he was willing to carry out the treatment. 

Her solicitor. Gailetlow. said: “Annie passed away 
... from resptratoiy failure ca used by... motor-neu- 
rone disease. Following her High Court success, An- 
nie was able to live her last weeks of life with a 


comforting assurance that if it had it proved neces- 
sity- and she had requested it. her doctor would have 
been able to lawfully administer distress- relieving 
drugs that would have shortened her life." 

MsTeilow confirmed that Mr Holmes had even- 
tually not used the drugs. 

Dr Holmes, had refused to administer diamor- 
phinc in Ms Lindsell without clarification that the 
act would he lawful, but changed his mind when med- 
ical experts at the court approved of his planned treat- 
ment. 


UPDATE 
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against crime across tbc service could increase by 3.7 per cent next year. 
"We are determined that the police should have the resources they need 
to fight crime and disorder across England and Wiles." The Home Sec- 
retary also announced plans to change the way the police funding formula 
is calculated. The settlement includes a big increase of £21m - to £J51m 
- in the sum allocated to the Metropolitan Police to cover its special na- 
tional and capital city functions. 

AMENITIES 

Facelift for Glasgow park 

The oldest public park in Britain and one of great social battlefields of 
Europe. Glasgow Green, was yesterday given £6.6m from the lottery for 
a comprehensive facelift. Dating back to 1450 - the claim to be oldest is 
Glasgow's own - the 136-acre green at the heart of the city was the birth- 
: place of the union raovemdntand temperance movement. It felt, the ear- 
ly tread of both Rangers and Celtic football clubs and was the site of the 
city's first golf dub. Altogether 45 urban parks will share a total £II_5m 
from the Heritage Lottery Fund. Other awards include £915,000 for Ham- 
mond's Pond, Carlisle, where a residents' petition has prompted a restora- 
tion campaign. £875.000 for Carr Bank Rule. Mansfield, where sports facilities 
and children's play areas will be created and £571,000 for the restoration 
of Grange Park, near Preston. Stephen Goodwin, Heritage Correspondent 


TOURIST RATES 


Italy (lira) 

2.857 

Australia (dollars) 

2.40 

japan (yen) 

214.34 

Austria (schillings) 

20.40 

Malta (lira) 

0.63 

Belgium (francs) 

59.94 

Netherlands (guilders) 

3.26 

Canada ($) 

2.33 

Norway (kroner) 

(1.91 

Cyprus (pounds) 

0.84 

Portugal (escudos) 

295.14 

Denmark (kroner) 

11.12 

Spain (pesetas) 

245.15 

France (francs) 

9.72 

Sweden (kroner) 

12.82 

Germany (marks) 

2.91 

Switzerland (francs) 

235 

Greece (drachmei) 

463.12 

Turkey (lira) 

321.533 

Hong Kong ($) 

12.65 

USA (?) 

1.64 

Ireland (punts) 

l.il 

Sourer Thomas Cook 
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RELIGION 

Churches win battle to stay open 

Proving once that nothing galvanises a church like persecution, it 
was confirmed yesterday that ail 37 Anglican churches in the City of Lon- 
don are to remain open for worship. 

Four years ago there was a hue and cry when the Templeman Com- 
mission proposed closing two-thirds of the City churches, many of them 
designed bv Sir Christopher Wren after Great Fire of 1666. The problem 
was not money to maintain the churches, dwarfed by the glass temples of 
Mammon, but paying so many clergy for so few regular worshippers. 

About 4,000 people live in the Square Mile. However, the incoming 
Bishop of London. Richard Chartres, was determined to keep all the church- 
es open, albeit for only one day a week in some cases, and yesterday charged 
a new Citv Churches Development Group with ensuring they do. Sev- 
eral churches are being kept open by using priests who are s emi-retired 
or draw salaries from other bodies. Stephen Goodwin, Heritage Corresponds 

CRIME 

Police funding boosted by £2 58m 

Overall funding for police forces in England and Wales is to rise by £258m 
next year, the Home Secretary. Jack Straw, said yesterday. The increase 
includes the final £40m instalment of extra cash, over and above the re- 
sources allocated by the funding formula, which was planned by the for- 
mer Tbiy government to pay for more officers. Mr Straw said the settlement, 
announced in a Commons written answer, meant spending on the fight 
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* Royal Opera 
chiefs face up to 
resignation calls 


A hunk he may be, but Helen says Harrison can’t kiss 


Royal Opera House chiefs will 
resist expected calls for their 
resignations when a House of 
Commons Select Committee 
publishes its report today. David 
Lister , Arts News Editor, finds the 
mood defiant at Covent Garden. 


A Commons report is expected today to de- 
liver a damning indictment of the man- 
agement at the Royal Opera House and call 
for the resignations of its chairman, chief 
executive and possibly the whole board. 

The report by the Culture. Media and 
Sport Select Committee mil be published 
this morning. During the committee’s pro- 
ceedings, its chairman Labour MP Gerald 
Kaufman described the running of the 
Opera House as a “shambles'’. 

His committee's report is likely to be stri- 
dent. Even as it was taking evidence over 
the last month the House nearly went bank- 
rupt and ticket sales at London venues used 
while the Royal Opera House is dosed for 
redevelopment have been very poor. 

The ROH received £78m of Lottery 
money, and the former Chief Executive 
Genista McIntosh resigned in May after 
only four months in the post. 

Mary Allen, the new Chief Executive 
brought in from the Arts Council by the 
Chairman, Lord Chadlington, without the 
post being advertised, said yesterday she ac- 
cepted that the report would probably 
have strong things to say. Bui she stressed 
that neither she nor Lord Chadlington - as 
Peter Gummer. formerly PR adviser to the 
Conservative Party -would resign unless the 
Government specifically told them to do so. 


She said: “I have been here three mouths 
and I have done a lot of work to improve 
the morale of the staff which was very low 
when I arrived. The most important thing 
is the welfare of the staff and we should not 
do anything that will be disruptive.'' 

She also stressed that all the arrange- 
ments for the Royal Opera and Royal Bal- 
let during the closure of Covent Garden 
were made before she arrived. 

Bat she did reveal that the ROH was 
on course to lose a staggering £10m more 
than it had budgeted to lose during the do- 
sure period, and this on top of its deficit 
of £5m. This would have driven it into cer- 
tain bankruptcy if benefactors had not put 
together an emergency package. 

The Select Committee report, which will 
be considered by the Government, comes 
just after the Culture Secretary Chris 
Smith has set up a review body under Sir 
Richard Eyre, former head of the Nation- 
al Theatre, to explore the possibility of the 
Royal Opera, Royal Ballet and English Na- 
tional Opera sharing Covent Garden, with 
the Covent Garden building itself becom- 
ing a receiving house. 

Mr Smith has also indicated that he has 
not ruled out the optioa of privatising 
Covent Garden on the model of the Glyu- 
debaume Festival opera. 

However, Mary Alien pointed out yes- 
terday that such an extreme course of ac- 
tion would run into one immediate problem 
- the fact that Covent Garden had received 
£78 million of public money through the 
National Lottery. 

Mis Allen has already embarked on cost- 
cutting measures, and will next month an- 
nounce a slimmed dewn programme for both 
the Royal Opera and the Royal Ballet. , 








Ford: ‘He does try, but it's just not there' 


Mirren: ‘Itto not just me - other actresses agree’ 


Hollywood heart-throb be 

may be, but Harrison 
Ford is no kisser, the 
actress Helen Mirren has 
disclosed. 

Mirren, 51, who 
starred opposite Ford in 
The Mosquito Coast, told 
Zoe Ball and Kevin 
Greening on yesterday's 
Radio 1 Breakfast Show 
that she did not rate the 
American star’s abilities 
when it came to puckering 
up. 

“In the film s he’s the 
nicest, sweetest guy you 
could want to mecL But 
he can’t kiss - he finds it 
impossible to kiss on 
screen. And she added: 
He’s probably not veiy 
good off screen either. It’s 
not just me - other 
actresses agree. Whenever 
we get chatting off screen 
and we get around to 
talking we come to the 
same conclusion: ‘He 
couldn't do it with me 
either!' He does try, but it 
is just not there.” 

Despite a prolific 
career, Mirren is probably 
best known for her 
television portrayal of Det 
Supt Jane Tennison in 
Prime Suspect, and she 
returns to the small screen 
in a two-part drama. 
Painted Lady, on ITV on 
Sunday and Monday, in 
which she plays a very 
different kind of sleuth - a 
ravaged blues singer with a 
pierced nose. 

Her real-life partner of 
11 years is American 
director Thylor Hackford. 


Extra funding saves British Museum 
from introducing entrance fees 


SIEMENS 


The Government will 
give the British Museum 
financial help to prevent 
it introducing admission 
charges. David Lister, Arts 
News Editor, reveals that 
the first stage in the 
campaign to safeguard 
free admission is on the 
point of victory. 


An increase in funds to the 
British Museum will be an- 
nounced next week. The Inde- 
pendent has learned. It is 
specifically designed lo avoid 
the best known museum in the 
country, and arguably in the 
world, having to impose ad- 
mission charges for the fust time 
in its 230 year history-. 

The change of mind by the 
Government, which w as on the 
verge of saying it could not give 


any museums financial help to 
prevent charging, follows a 
high-profile campaign since we 
revealed 10 days ago that the 
Culture Secretary, Chris Smith, 
had failed to convince the Trea- 
sury of the need to pump extra 
money into national museums 
and galleries. 

The British Museum's 
trustees, who include the Prince 
of Wales, will meet on Saturday. 
Introducing charges was on 
their agenda if no extra finan- 
cial help was forthcoming. They 
unit now hear that a substantial 
increase in gram is on its way. 

The campaign to keep free 
admission continues today with 
a letter in The Independent 
signed by 17 artists, including 
David Hockney. Bridget Riley 
and Anish Kapoor. They write 
that museums have been their 
studies. The artists short-listed 
for last night's Turner Prize 
also added their weight to the 


campaign, helping to present a 
petition to the Treasury. 

While the British Museum is 
almost certain to be spared the 
immediate need for compulsory 
charges, the problem remains 
for the National Gallery, Tate 
Gallery and National Portrait 
Gallery in London, the re- 
maining national collections 
that still do not charge. 

Of these, the Tate is in the 
most severe financial trouble 
and the Government is under- 
stood to be looking urgently at 
a way to help it. The trustees 
have not yet ruled out charging 
at the new late Gallery of Mod- 
ern Art at Bankside. London, 
due to open in 2000. Tate di- 
rector Nicholas Scrota has also 
indicated that charging at the 
late at Milibank is a possibility 
unless more money is found. 

Whitehall sources say that 
the Prime Minister, Tony Blair, 
and Chancellor Gordon Brown 


have been surprised by the 
strength of the campaign to 
keep free admissions, but re- 
main reluctant to put more 
money into the arts. 

Nevertheless, campaigners 
will be reminding Mr Blair of 
the speech he made in opposi- 
tion at the Mansion House ear- 
lier this year. He said then: “We 
are concerned about the intro- 
duction of admission charges in 
national museums. The evi- 
dence suggests that high 
charges can lead to a big decline 
in attendance.” 

Government help to the 
British Museum is certain to 
provoke anger among those 
museums that already charge. 

Dr Alan Borg, director of the 
Victoria and Albert Museum, 
said he would not tolerate a 
“hand out" being given the 
British Museum while his own 
museum received no extra help. 

Letters, page 22 


Oh. ..pink fluffy 
slippers! 

How novel. 


Beware of Tubbytouts at Christmas 



This year it is the 
Teletubbies* turn to be 
the big Christmas toy 
shortage. Pouf McCann, 
Media Correspondent, 
delves into a shady world 
of inflated prices, 
whispered shipments and 
Tubbytouts. 


The call was answered by a 
strange voice: “Yeah. 1 can get 
vou one. £45. ask no ques- 
tions.” And ten minutes later a 
“dodgy-looking” man appeared 
at Frank Middicweek'.s door in 
Woodford, cast London. He 
had a package under his arm. 

Leaving no name and no 
due to suppliers, the black-mar- 
keteer disappeared into the 
nighi £45 the richer. “I asked 
where he was gening them,” 
said Mr Middlcweek. “He said 
that was for him to know and 


me tn find out. It wax like do- 
ing something criminal." 

Mr Middlcweek is just one 
more victim in a tale of obses- 
sion. addiction. A tale where big 
money changes hands for 
strange-sounding substances. 
He’s fallen in with a Tellytubby 
dealer. “We'd been queuing 
up at 6am and getting no 
where.” says Mr Middlcweek. 
“Then there was this car parked 
outside Children's World. In the 
window there was number to 
ring if you wanted a Teleiubby. 
I'd been trying to get a fall set 
for my Grandson. I needed a La 
La and a Po." 

The strange man in ihe night 
got Mr Middlcweek a La La 
then his wife came home with 
one as wclL So now he's joined 
the chain. Advertising his Tel- 
lytubby along with 22 others in 
London s free ads paper Loot . 
He just wants his £45 back but 
others are making a killing. 

"I'm not exploiting people," 



In demand: Teletubbies 
have bred a black market 

says Andy from south-west 
London. He picked up a set of 
four tubbics five weeks ago for 
a nephew at £14.99 each. Now 
they’re surplus to requirements 
and he's asking £325 for the set; 
a mark-up of 442 per cent. “If 
someone's mad enough to pay 
that kind of money that's fine 
with me. T m only asking what 
others are asking.” Andy is by 
no means the greediest Tuhhv- 


dealer. Another advert in yes- 
terday's paper was asking £100 
for one Tinky Winky. 

Despite the high prices par- 
ents and grandparents deter- 
mined not to disappoint their 
little ones are paying up all over 
the country to sellers in local 
and free advert papers. 

The BBC says that a million 
Tubbics will have been shipped 
by Christmas and that the prob- 
lem is caused by the stores. Tele- 
tubby toys were shown at the 
industry’s annual toy faiT last 
January and advance orders 
were too small. 

A BBC spokeswoman de- 
nied that the corporation is 
missing out on millions of 
pounds of revenue because of 
the Tubbyshortage However, 
Loot gives the game away; un- 
der the ads for Teletubbies is a 
forlorn Thunderbirds Tracy Is- 
land, complete with rockets, ve- 
hicles and six figures. The toy 
of two years ago is just £20. 


little piggy 

motif too. 
Super. 
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AFTER LAUNCHING THE AUDIO CD 
PHILIPS LAUNCHES THE AUDIO CD RECORDER 


nati 

Ida 


Now you can record aU your favoiifite music on CD. Simply connect the 
CD Recorder to your audio system and you can then record onto your 
CD -Recordable Digital Audio disk from vinyl, tape or any digital source. 
You can play the CDs you create in any of the CD players you already 
own, including, of course, your new CD Recorder. Alternatively, you can 
create your own compilations time after time on the CD-ReWritable 
Digital Audio disk and play it back on your CD Recorder. Now okboal^do 
you can- extend your CD collection with CDs created by you. fSwStiSB 
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CD RECORDER BY PHILIPS 



•ANT COPIES WHICH YOU CREATE MUST STRICT 13 BE USED FOR PRWATE PURPOSES ONLY, AND ARE ALWAYS SUBJECT TO THE RIGHTS OF THE COPYRIGHT OWNER. 
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Class war at the savings bank: how 
Labour is hammering the middle classes 


The Government 
yesterday used the 
language of class warfare 
to launch a new tax-free 
Individual Savings 
Account which it claimed 
would benefit “the many 
and not just the few”. 
The new account will 
replace existing PEPs 
and Tessas in April 1999. 
But Nic Garni argues that 
middle-class savers may 
be hit hard by the 
proposals. 


Geoffrey Robinson, ihe Pay- 
master General, said the Indi- 
vidual Savings Account (ISA) 
would give everyone the op- 
portunity to save for tbe long- 
term, by offering tax incentives 
previously available only to 
those able to invest large sums. 

Mr Robinson said the ISA 
would have an annual savings 
limit of £5.000, with an overall 
cap of £50,000 on the total that 
can be placed in iL 

This compares with a maxi- 
mum of £9.000 presently avail- 
able to investors each year in 
Personal Equity Plans (PEPs), 
with no limit on the amount that 
can be lucked away. A further 
opportunity is on offer via tax- 
exempt savings accounts (Tes- 
sas) into which up to £9.000 
more can be placed over five 
years. 

PEPs and Tessas will cost the 
Inland Revenue an estimated 
£1.25bn in unpaid tax this year, 
rising to more than £1.6bn by 
2000. The Government's pro- 
posals will cap this amount to 
its present limits. Experts pre- 
dicted that up to 750,000 peo- 
ple would be taxed for the first 
time on the slice of their savings 
above the ceiling placed on in- 
vestments in the ISA. 

Senior civil servants argued 
yesterday that while .some 6.5 
million people are thought to 


TWO SIDES: AS THE GOVERNMENT WOULD HAVE YOU SEE THEM 
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PEPman 

• Is a director for a soap mu id national. Earns £80,000 a year. 

• Has invested in PEPs since Nigel Lawson introduced them 
and never misses the chance to put his £6,000 a year into a 
general PEP. plus £3,000 into a single company plan. Since 1987, 
this works out at £82,000. 

• Has also used his wife's PEP allowance, a further £82,000. 
The couple's PEPs are now worth more than £300,000. 

• He also put the full £9,000 into a Tessa, which matured to a 
fund worth £11 ,500 free of tax in 1996. Has since invested 
£9,000 into a follow-on Tessa, maturing in 2001 . 


ISAwoman 

• Is a secretary at a publishing firm. Earns £15,000 a year. 
Between March and October this year she was the sole 
breadwinner in the family. 

• She has £200 in Premium Bonds. Until March, the family had 
£800 in a building society account, then her husband lost his 
job. This is now down to £157 j6Q 

• They also had £800 in a Tessa. That was cashed in, with loss 
of tax-free benefits, to pay for roof repairs on the house in 
September. 

• Her husband has now found casual work. She thinks she may 
have up to £25 a month to save in the new ISA, as long as the 
kids don't want anything too expensive for Christmas. 


hold either a PEP. a Tessa, or 
both, those who invest in cither 
scheme are more likely to be 
middle and upper-class savers. 
Lower income-earners have 
Lended to be put off by mini- 
mum investment limits, often of 
£30-£50a month, or the fact that 
they cannot obtain easy access 
to their money. 

Mr Robinson said tax in- 


centives, now available pri- 
marily to middle-class and high- 
income investors would be used 
to encourage everyone in soci- 
ety to set aside some money in- 
stead. “Saving for the future is 
both prudent and sensible, but 
over half the adult population 
of «mr country hardly save at 
all, ' he said. “I am determined 
that Britain should have a tax 


THE KEY QUESTIONS 


What is the Individual 
Savings Account? 

The account, to be known as the 
ISA. is the new tax-free savings 
alternative to personal equity 
plans (PEPs) and Lax-exempt 
savings accounts (Tessas). It 
will come into force in April 
1999. 

What will be the ISA’s 
tax benefits? 

Investors will be able to save up 


to £5,000 a year in an ISA, up 
to a total of £50.000 in all. In- 
come from the ISA and growth 
in the value of investments will 
be free of tax- 
is the ISA all about 
equity investments? 

No. You will be able to place up 
to £1,000 a year into a cash- 
based account There will be no 
loss of tax benefits if you with- 
draw some oral! of the money. 


How does the ISA compare 
with PEPs and Tessas, which 
are also tax-free? 

With PEPs, you could place up 
to£9,000a year into single com- 
pany or pooled investments. 
Tessas allowed you to invest up 
to £9,000 aver five years. 

Will I be able to transfer my 
PEPs and Tessa into the ISA? 
Yes. But it will be subject to the 
£50,000 upper limit on ISAs. 


system for savings which bene- 
fits the many and not just the 
few. the new Individual Savings 
Account will suit any investor, 
no matter how large or small " 
lb facilitate the trickling- 
down of these tax benefits, Mr 
Robinson suggested that ISAs 
might be sold from a wider 
range of outlets than ever be- 
fore: “Designed for easy access 


Thereafter, you will only be al- 
lowed to invest to that limit. 
Why didn't the Government 
amply leave PEPs and Tessas 
in place? 

More than 6.5 million people 
have put up to £70bn into PEPs 
and Tessas. These investments 
have mostly benefited those 
who can already afford to save. 
However, the main reason is 
that the Inland Revenue was fed 


from banks, building societies 
and new outlets such as super- 
markets, ISAs will enable peo- 
ple to put all forms of savings - 
cash, shares, life insurance and 
National Savings - in a tax-free 
‘one-stop' account" 

The Government's propos- 
als involve investors being al- 
lowed to open a new ISA each 
year after April 1999. Both in- 


come paid from the account and 
gains on the investment will be 
free of tax. The £50,000 cap mil 
apply to the amount that can be 
place d in ISAs over the years. 
PEPs will cease to be sold after 
April 1999. and any amount 
held in them will have to be 
transferred into the ISA to en- 
joy the same tax-free benefits. 

There will be a six-month pe- 
riod during which PEPs can be 
shifted into the ISA, up to the 
£50,000 upper limit. Any PEP 
outside an ISA after 6 October 
1999 will lose tax reliefs. 

Tfessas - cash deposit ac- 
counts typically sold by banks 
and building societies - have a 
fixed life of five years. The 
Government is proposing that 
they can remain outside the ISA 
net until maturity, after which 
they too will have to be trans- 
ferred, again subject to the 
£50,000 limit. 

Some estimates suggest that 
out of the 6.5 million PEP and 
Tessa savers, up to 15 per cent 
- at least 750,000 people or 
more - currently have invest- 
ments above £50,000. They will 
start paying tax on the upper 
portion of their investments 
after April 1999. 

Mr Robinson claimed yes- 
terday that the change to ISAs 
would not disadvantage a grow- 
ing army of mortgage borrow- 
ers, who have opted to pay off 
their interest-only loans with 
tax-free PEPs. 

A senior Inland Revenue of- 
ficial argued that lenders which 
were consulted had said none 
of their borrowers with a PEP 
mortgage would breach the 
£50,000 ISA transfer limit. » 

However, John Whiling, a 
tax partner at Price Whter- 
house, added: “The reality is 
that those with a milli on, or 
£10m. mil always find tax-ad- 
vantageous places to invest 
their money. For them £5,000 
or £6,000 a year is peanuts. But 
there are many people, com- 
fortably off, for whom this will 
be a blow." 


up with losing spiralling 
amounts of tax from PEPs and 
Tessas. It will now be able to cap 
these “losses” at about £lJ5bn 
a year. 

Who will lose out? 

The ultra-rich will lose one mi- 
nor tax haven. But the biggest 
losers mil be middle -d ass savers 
with £50,000 or more to set 
aside, a large but not inordinate 
sum. 


Will ISAs encourage poorer 
peopletosave? And will they 
benefit from it? 

Put it this way. if you saved £30 
a mouth, the typical tax bene- 
fit from a high interest ISA pay- 
ing 6 per cent net would come 
to an extra £432 a year. As for 
encouraging you: if you had no 
money anyway, how much 
would you be setting aside? 

— NfcGdrtti 


Rich irony as Paymaster General steps into minefield 



Geoffrey Robinson: Treasury’s very 
own offshore tax specialist 


For journalists at the conference to launch 
the Government's new Individual Savings 
Account, the choice of ministers to preseni 
the proposals was tbe sweetest of ironies. 

Geoffrey Robinson, the Paymaster Gen- 
eral. who has a beneficial interest in an off- 
shore trust worth more than £123m in 
Guernsey, was the one sent in to sell the 
Treasury's new scheme. 

The civil servant chairing the press con- 
ference rapidly became fretful. Barely had 
Mr Robinson sat down than the hostile 
questions started from the audience. 

“What happens if you were saving in a 
PEP to help pay off your mortgage, Min- 
ister? Is the Government really going to re- 
nege on tax pledges given to investors by 
the last administration? How do you 
square your plans with New Labour's 
promise of no new taxes?" 

In vain, Mr Robinson, the Treasury’s very 


own offshore tax specialist, pleaded that 
mortgage holders would not be disadvan- 
taged tty his Government's proposals. His 
comment that he did “not wish to discuss 
this issue" any longer also cut no ice with 
questioners. “You might not want to. but 
we do," shouted one journalist. 

Of course, the question all the assem- 
bled journalists really wanted to ask was: 
“With your experience of Guernsey-based 
trusts, would you want to save your mon- 
ey in an ISA? What other tax-saving op- 
portunities could you advise us on?" 

Sadly it was not to be. Ignoring a for- 
est of raised hands, the official hastily de- 
clared the press conference over. 

Michael Heseltinc later stepped into the 
row over Mr Robinson's admission that he 
had money in an offshore trust. The for- 
mer deputy prime minister said that when 
he was a minister he had rejected bis ac- 


BaByliss 


Congratulations. 

You’ve just 
spotted a low cost 
personal loan. 


coimtants' advice to move his assets so he 
would not pay British taxes on them. 

Mr Hescltine, who as owner of the Hay- 
market publishing group was ooe of tbe 
richest members of the last government, 
said he fell it would be hard to explain to 
voters why they were subject to taxes that 
ministers were avoiding. Speaking in a BBC 
interview, he said there was nothing in- 
herently wrong with tax avoidance, which 
was simply minimising the amount paid. 
That was “perfectly honourable and legit- 
imate", he said. “Tax avoidance, it is argued, 
is the duty of the citizen." 

However, he said that although he had 
put liis money into a trust when he became 
a minister in order to avoid conflicts of in- 
terest he had not accepted suggestions that 
it should be moved offshore. **I thought it 
was improper in a minister,” he said. 

— Nic Gaitti and Fran Abrams 
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Dn out rata lliis opportunity to win To enter this competition, simply 
one of (he famous Bancc. hampers, dial the number bchw. answer the 

following question on tine and leave 
Thu rangu coven a variety of soup, vyur name and full address: 
jams & conserves, marmalade. heel* 

root, chuincy, meal uccompani- Q: What year did Baxters start 
menu and sauces. making ibdr selection of foods? 

Uaxicn of Speyside have been mat- Call 0930 503693 

ing One foods since IBfiS. using only 
the finest ingredients and prepared 
with the same care and ancation as 
used for ncorlv 130 yuan ensures 
the superb quality of all Baxter, 
products. 

We have ten of 'The Cradles 
Hampers' to offer, containing 30 
items from Spicy Thai Chicken with 
Union Grass Soup, Shortbreads. 

Wine and Cakes. 

For fortbcr infiwmattoa m Baxters Hampers Freephone 0300 186800 
Calls «sl 50p pn mnute at «n nme. Winnera niched at mum aftw Hoes, etow 
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'DIRECT LINE: 


bntMnKlM NmavIHl 


If in doubt, ask vour hairdresser 


0181680 9966 0161 831 9966 01412489966 


MANCHESTER ■ GLASGOW 
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www^rectBnuAiik Please quota ret IND2I 

Hract Una Rramcfa] Sonrtew Limited. HO 5c. Vlneeat Setot, dugm* G2 55H, 
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Upgrade 
your family 
in time for 
Christmas. 
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. .« . ' : , FROM ALL AT DElL 



It’s a gift! A bigger and better home 
PC than you thought possible for 
the money. Not only does this massively 
powerful Dimension™ XPS D233 come 
with a load of great multimedia features 
that you and all the family will enjoy, 
but we're also giving away an extra 
special present - a choice of FREE EXTRA 
32MB OF MEMORY OR A SUPERFAST 
56kb/s MODEM. Cal! Deli now to take 
advantage of this seasonal offer! And 
all the family will thank you for it. 


DELL DIMENSION XPS D233MT 

• into, ramur 11 processor 233mhz 

• INTEL 440LXAGPSET 

• 321KB SDRAM (EXTRA 32MB OR 
56 kb/s MODEM FOR FREE) 

•512KB INTERNAL CACHE 
•436BATA-33 HARD DRIVE 

• STB VELOCITY nVidia AGP GRAPHIC CARD 
WITH 4MB SGRAM VIDEO MEMORY 

• 17’COUHIR SVGA MONITOR 

(028 DOT PITCH, CrVlMABLEAREA) 

• 3 PCI.1 ISA, 1P0/1SA SHARED AND 
T AGP EXPANSION SLOTS 

• 1 4/32X CD-ROM DRIVE W^—%. 

• AWE 64 SOUND CARD AND AUK vjjjjgl 'S 

IANSJHGACS90 SPEAKERS 

• MINITOWER CHASSIS PSnthmri 

•WINDOWS 95 

• MICROSOFT OFFICE 97 SMALL BUSINESS EDITION 


£l,299(£l f 561.58»&) 


UPGRADE OPTIONS 


ZK> DRIVE + 3 CARTRIDGES 
UPGRADE TO AC5290 SPEAKERS 
HP DESKJET PUNTER 

UPGRADE FROM 4 JG8 
HARD DRIVE TO 6.4GB 

CONSUMER SOFTWARE MQC 


£89 (£104.57 INC VAD 
£50 (£58.75 INC VAD 
£169 {£198.57 INC VAT) 

£45 (£52.87 INC VAT) 
£49 (£5737 INC VAT) 
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6/NEWS 


Army 
patrols 
cut back 


Array patrolling is being wound 
down and paramilitary prison- 
ers will receive longer Christmas 
leave in the latest relaxations in 
Northern Ireland security pol- 
icy. 

In a new move the array will 
no longer carry out routine pa- 
trols on the streets of Belfast 
during daylight hours. Troops 
were taken off the streets in west 
Belfast last week, and now this 
initiative has been extended to 
the rest of the city. 

The development is in One 
with a gradual rundown of se- 
curity measures since the pre- 
sent IRA ceasefire came into 
effect in July. Last month the 
first troops to be withdrawn 
from Northern Ireland, 250 
paratroopers, were flown to 
England. 

RUC assistant Chief Con- 
stable Bill Stewart said: “At 
present there is no routine array 
accompaniment of foot patrols 
in the Belfast area during day- 
light hours. However, as with all 
security measures, this can 
quickly be reversed should the 
situation demand it.“ 

At the same time, around 160 
republican and loyalist inmates 
of the Maze prison will benefit 
from the lengthening of Christ- 
mas leave from seven to 10 days. 
More than a third of sentenced 
paramilitary prisoners are ex- 
pected to take advantage of this. 

Sinn Fein welcomed the 
move but said republicans want- 
ed ‘'significant movement from 
the government on releases**. 
William Smith, a loyalist 
spokesman, echoed this senti- 
ment, declaring: “It’s lime they 
stopped tinkering with the sys- 
tem and started moving to- 
wards getting prisoners out.** 

At the Stormont talks, mean- 
while, the parties have agreed 
to a suggestion from chairman 
George Mitchell for a new for- 
mat intended to inject pace 
into the process. Each party will 
now send two senior members 
to a new working group to iden- 
tify the key issues ahead. 

- David McKittrick 


Country life not for the fainthearted 



Green and pleasant: But the basic services that city-dwellers take for granted are largely absent in rural areas 


You may need to shop, visit a 
doctor or post a letter. Unless you 
have a car in the countryside, you 
may not be able to. 

Randeep Ramesh , Transport 
Correspondent, on why the poor 
get a raw deal from country life. 

The rural idyll of England was shown to 
he something of u myth yesterday when a 
report showed that 40 per cent of the na- 
tion's small villages and hamlets have no 
shop or post office, half have no school and 
more than 80 per cent have no GP. The na- 


tional study by the Rural Development 
Coinmissionshowcd "little evidence of im- 
provement in essential facilities". 

Despite the lack or services in most vil- 
lages. public transport has been cut as lo- 
cal authorities' budgets have been squeezed 
by successive governments. The R.DC re- 
port found that 75 percent of parishes sur- 
veyed had no daily bus service. 

This would be fine if the Utn people 
who lived in the country all had cars. Bui 
recent studies have shown that 2d per cent 
of rural households are living "beneath the 
poverty line". Yet 99 per cent of villages 
in the countryside have no Job Centre. 

Strangely, the lack of services has done 


little to Mem the flight from urban areas. 
Between I '-*7 1 and JU U I. the rural popu- 
lation has grown by [7 percent, compared 
with a gn nvth in England of just 4 percent. 

Lord Shuiilcw-orth. chairman of the 
RDC\ asked: "What happens to people who 
can't easily get to their GP. a food shop or 
indeed a Job Centre".’ - The answer to that 
question is likely to he: nothing. With the 
Government committed to tight financial 
targets, there is little room for ministers to 
resurrect public .services. 

Without extra financial inducements, 
rural areas are unlikely to appeal to many 
GPs. "In order for GPs to make a living 
they need til least 1.2CIU patients." said Dr 


Photograph: National Trust 


Hamish Meld rum. a national negotiator for 
the British Medical Association with re- 
sponsibility for rural areas. “Most small vil- 
lages won't have that number.*’ 

Bus services are also likely to get worse 
before they get better. Weekend and 
evening operations have been cut in Kent, 
Shropshire and South Wales. 

“Sou might think that by getting peo- 
ple out of cars and into buses where con- 
gestion is building up in urban areas is a 
good thing. But if you then force people 
to drive in the countryside they will just dri- 
ve into towns as well," said Caroline 
Cahm. chairwoman of the National Fed- 
eration of Bus Users. 


Cabbies close ranks over dress code Damon launches drink-drive campaign 


Clothes may not maketh the man, but they 
would certainly help driving a taxi in York. 
However, a strict new dress code issued 
by a private rail company to the city's cab 
drivers backfired when the irate cabbies 
refused to use the station taxi rank in 
protest. 

Under the new arrangement, to come 
into force by 1998. drivers with station per- 
mits must wear smart trousers, have a col- 
lar and tic and don “dress shoes" when 
picking up fares. Those sporting a stubble, 
would be sent home. 

If that was not enough. Great North 
Eastern Railways, which runs York station. 


also wants to raise the cost of an annual 
permit by 30 per cent from £3o5 to £5nu. 

More than 109 drivers have boycotted 
the station. A manager at one firm said: 
“Some of the lads have just gone «.m strike. 
I usually have W) cabs, now I have just 1 7." 

GNER now appears to be hacking 
down. “As long as the drivers agree in prin- 
ciple. then the company is prepared to ne- 
gotiate on the dress and permit price." said 
a spokesman. Under the code, drivers would 
have to cover up tattoos and would not be 
able to grow a heard while working. 

— Randeep Ramesh, 
Transport Correspondent 


Motorists were urged to have “none for 
the road" yesterday as the Government 
launched a £2m Christmas crackdown on 
drink-driving. 

Centrepiece of the campaign - 
launched by Gavin Strang, the transport 
minister, and former motor racing world 
champion Damon Hill - is a new televi- 
sion commercial which shows a group of 
young people wrongly believing that they 
cun stay in control of cars after drinking. 
The television commercial will be backed 
by a radio and cinema campaign. 

This could be the last Christmasdrink- 
drive campaign conducted under the ex- 


isting legal blood-alcohol limits. The Gov- 
ernment said last week that it was hold- 
ing public consultations on a proposed 
change that would cut the legal limit from 
•St tag of alcohol per 100 millilitres of blood 
to 50mg. putting most drivers “over the lim- 
it" if they drank more than a pint. 

The new limit would be backed by a 
major expansion of the rehabilitation 
scheme for drink-drivers. Baroness Hay- 
man, minister for road safety, saidrThe 
signs are that these [rehabilitation] cours- 
es are proving to be a real success in re- 
ducing re-offending rates.’* 

— Randeep Ramesh 


Blushes 
on the 


Some of the top names in show- 
business were blushing last night 
- and not from pleasure. Many 
chose to hide their embarrass- 
ment by staying away from the 
Raspbeny Ripple Awards cer- 
emony held to highlight the 
portrayal of disability in the arts 
and media. 

Organised by the disability 
group. One in Eight, the Rip- 
ples" - Cockney rhyming slang 
for cripple - are intended to jolt 
film and TV producers out of 
presen Ling stereotypical images 
of disabled people. 

Granada TV’s Coronation 
Street picked up a raspberry in 
the worst TV drama category for 
its portrayal of the character 
Don Brennan, whose adulterous 
affair was “avenged" when he 
lost his leg in a car accident. Un- 
able to adjust to his disability, 
he terrorised the Street before 
driving his car into a wall. 

In contrast the ITV detective 
scries./! Touch of Frost collect- 
ed the award for best TV dra- 
ma for an episode, “Appropriate 
Adults", that featured an actor 
with learning difficulties. 

ITV*s Blind Date got the 
light entertainment raspberry 
for consistently excluding dis- 
abled people as contestants. 

Panorama (BBC) collected 
the most votes in the worst 
documentary category for its 
programme looking at the 
“threat” posed by people with 
schizophrenia living in the com- 
munity which suggested incar- 
ceration as the only solution. 

In the feature fiim category, 
the Uz Hurley and Hugh Grant 
joint venture. Extreme Mea- 
sureswas awarded the raspber- 
ry for a storyline showing people 
with spinal injuries supporting 
an eminent surgeon engaged in 
a sinister research programme. 

The best feature film award 
went to Shine for its portrayal 
of pianist David Helfgott’s 
struggle with mental illness. 

• The Raspberry Ripple Awards 
will be shown tonight on Chan- 
nel 4 at 11.50pm. 

— Jeremy Laurence 
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to the boss. 


With BT Conference Call, you can hold meetings anywhere in the 
world without leaving your desk. And not only does it save you time 
and money, dinner won’t be in the dog. 

Why not change tfie way we work? 


BT Conference Call. For a free demonstration: 

Freefone 0800 800 800 



OFFER ENDS 31.12.97. 
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Interest Free 


Interest Free 
Time Machine 


200+ 


ime Machine 


(My 

£ 


The Interest Free Time Machine 
200+ is a high specification state 
of the art PC system with fast 200+ 
processor, 4.3Gb Ultra ATA hard 
drive, 32Mb EDO RAM, 24 speed 
CD. 3D Wavetable sound. 4Mb SIS 
graphics and 56K voice Modem, 
it also includes colour video 
camera interface, VideoPhone 


receive software, IBM GOLD 
voice recognition, microphone, 
joystick and massive software 
bundle ail at a truly incredible 
price of just £1079 +VAT. 

With Interest Free Credit spread 
over 2 years with easy monthly 
payments ol just £25 per month 


(which works out to less than £1 
per day!), you will not find a better 
deal anywhere. Buy it Nowl 
Order early this week and receive a 
FREE Colour Inkjet Printer (Offer 
extended to a further 500 orders 
due to customer demand). 


Top Spec At A New Lower Price ■, 


$ 200+ Processor 
rf 32Mb Ram 
^ 4.3Gb Hard drive 
0 56k modem 
24x CD-ROM 

0 4Mb SIS 
Graphics 

21 Videophone 
Receive 

El Speech 
Recognition 

65 Massive 

Software Bundle 

0 FREE PRINTER 

(ExtemM IQ Min 900 HAm 


42 UK Showrooms 


iViwiMnianinittamm 



25 


Equivalent to under £1 a day 

na.7?|W 0ap«*afW2*aW*ri»y™naal 
EfflJS at nsrx <*pa* m » mA pww® d 
cfi Tad n** non *£S<Mivt +vat ■ ti 29720 

^Catfipi raWHOfc 

■ IBM 6xB6 FR200+ ProoKao- (taster than 
1S6M System based on Intel Pwun 
iGSUlhz vnth MMX TactmotogyJ 

• 32Mb EDO RAM 

• Seagate <303 UltraATA Hard Dtek 

• LG 24 spaed Max CD-ROM dme 

- Rochwefl 56K vofceflax/daofr M met modem 
flash uppadei&la. 

• ESS 3D WaretaUe stereo sound 

• 51 SKftpelns burst cache 

• SS 84-bi advanced grephra uang 4Mb ol 
system RAM. MPEG A MckmoI direct 3D 
aqjport 

• Soundfcrce 525 mains stereo speakers 

• ATX imWowBr design wtfi ATX PC97 
mothertraurt and 2 USB pons 

• WdeoftioremMl«lDrin(xminfliFid» 
phone eels, \fldw camera Interface includ- 
ed (camera optional) 

• Speech recogntton IBM SimpJy 
Speaking GOLD preioeded 

• 14" SVGA MQ2EHpoafciur screw la sterv 
dad wW m models (15"E69 +VAT - 
aujfl and ir C2I9+VAT =£257 33 eura) 
Pratoaded Software w(h Lotus 5maitsuSe 
97.Qudianv5, ISM Arthano. PressWorka. 
DeeignWbifcs. Kotnewtae. SmertPcs. Lotus 
E-Mai and mcrol 

PC Joystick and PC Ucrephone 

• AdcSoona CO software n*e (Mted offer) 
Ml Standard Feature* Wndows 95 wan 
manual A CD. 105 keyboard. 1 44Mb loppy 

PS/2 mouse, advanced motherboard 
with as standard ports and year 2000 
comp liant BIGS. 90 nwnjte video user gjste. 
recovery dtafc. fdf support. 14 day money 
back guaraaee (enduing carriage) and 12 
nionths warranty extends* U 5 years 

FRffiPifatac Otter row aoenoed due to 
customer demand lo another 500 outers 
PraauaaMK irafciPMft irita 


2 Yfears Interest Free Credit 





Due To Customer Demand 

FREE PRINTER ' 

OFFER EXTENDED 


Joystick and 
Microphone 
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Old allies snub Britain’s fund for Holocaust survivors 


The Government 
yesterday launched a 
fund for Holocaust 

survivors with a £lm 
donation, but the 
scheme immediately ran 
into controversy. France 
and the Netherlands 
seemed unwilling to back 
Robin Cook'S bold idea. 


The Foreign Secretary yeslerdav 
opened the London confer- 
ence investigating Nazi gold 
by pledging £lnx from the 
British Government to a new in- 
ternational fund. The United 
States offered $4m, with a fur- 
ther $21 m to follow. 

But there was a less than en- 
thusiastic response from some 
of the 15 countries which stood 
to benefit from £40m of gold re- 
maining from a Second World 
Wit settlement. 

Argentina and Luxembourg 
both announced that they 
would be contributing to the 
fund, although it is not yet 
known how much they will give. 

- • Mr Cook had proposed tha t 
the five-and-a-half tons of gold 
destined to be returned to coun- 
tries whose national reserves 
were plundered by the Germans 
should be donated instead to the 
new fund, designed to make 


BY LOUISE 
JURY 


i 


payments to victims of the Nazis 
and their families. 

But France, which is owed 
12. tons, the largest part of the 
remaining gold, indicated that 
it was unlikely to hand over its 
portion to the fund, although it 
would be considering whether 
to give it to France’s 600,000 
Jews instead. 

In addition, the Netherlands 
pointed out in private sessions 
that only 50 per cent of the gold 
stolen by the Germans from its 
national reserve had been re- 
turned since the end of the war. 
Its delegates said they would de- 
cide what to do with their share 
after listening to papers pre- 
sented at the conference. 

However Lord Janner, 
chairman of the Holocaust Ed- 
ucational Trust and the man 
who first suggested the confer- 
ence, said he was surprised 
that the French did not follow 
the British and American 
lead. .. 

The three nations are to- 
gether the administrators of 
the gold which was recaptured 
from the Germans in 1945 and 


which has been redistributed 
under the auspices of the Tri- 
partite Gold Commission. 

Lord Janner said that not 
only France, but all of 42 nations 
at thc conference should con- 
tribute to the fund. But he 
found the French position clear- 
ly unacceptable. 

“It would be unworthy for 
the great French people io 
keep everything for themselves, 
and give nothing for example, 
for the benefit of East ern Eu- 
ropean survivors in dire need." 

Yet Abraham Hirchson, who 
chairs the Israeli Knesset’s com- 
mittee on the restitution of 
Jewish property, said what was 
important was the investigation 
- not the money. 

“I don’t like the fund be- 
cause I like the truth." he said. 

“What I would like is to 
know everything that is in the 
archives then give us back what 
belongs to us. But don’t give us 
any foundation." 

Amid pleas from Jewish or- 
ganisations, Switzerland and 
the US that archives should be 
opened and made available to 
researchers world-wide, Britain 
and France came under pres- 
sure yesterday to release the Tri- 
partite Gold Commission files, 
which are expected to detail 
what the Allies knew of the 
provenance of the gold captured 
from the Germans at the end of 
the war. 

But a spokesman for the 
Foreign Office said it believed 
the appropriate time for TGC 
files to be released was when its 
work was completed. That was 
expected soon, he added. 

The conference aims to in- 
vestigate what happened to 
gold stolen by Germany during 
the Second World War and 
what happened to it after the 
war ended. It is examining what 
compensation has been made so 
far to individuals who lost their 
family fortunes in the Holocaust 
and whether further compen- 
sation should be made. 

Opening the three-day 
meeting, Robin Cook said the 
jigsaw might never be com- 
plete, but a clearer picture of 
what happened to looted gold 
and oLher assets was being 
. built. 

He said: “Wc have two du- 
ties to the victims of the Nazis. 
To those who are still alive, we 
must ensure that the unbearable 
tragedy of living through the 
Holocaust is not compoonded 
by an old age marked by the fear 
and sadness of poverty. We 
must let them know that the in- 
ternational community is not in- 
different to their plight. 

“Tb those who died, we have 
a different duty -to document 
the facts, to gather the evidence, 
to locate the truth. The duty we 
owe them is to remember." 


‘No one can return 
their hope, but we 
can seek the truth’ 


Lord Janner, the confer- 
* is the fulfilment of a 
nise he made himself 50 


s an 18-year-old British 
er and war crimes investi- 

r, be entered ihe Belsen 
entration camp in Ger- 
f on the first anniversary of 
>e ration. The memory has 
lined with him. 

Ever since, I’ve been 
ted by the grief of the sur- 

s, ” he said in his opening 
rfcs yesterday. 

[here was no Israel, there 
io Jewish state, there was 
nun try that wanted them 
there was . ho hope of 
«. ■ v. 

t was then that. I deter- 
d that ope day, somehow, 
iid try to something to 

; some sustenance,- some 
to the sufrivens and their 
ies." .• 

>rd Janner,'wjbo Isrrow the - 
man of die Holocaust Ed- 
onal 'Bust* was, doing- his 
oal service with the Royal 
exy when he made contact 
Wsen, which was the only 
for displaced Jews in the. 
h zone of Gennany, 
s fist visit to the camp was 
;rviceof remembrance. “I 
lexeyery second of that . 
& remember standing 


k here fe l RfiOObodfes, here' 

r lie 5,OO0,\mcfa'tew individual 
graves,” he Saidl • •• 

“Everybody- was crying as 

• they s^nemorial prayers- 1 

• suddenly found myself in the . 


worst hardship and misery I 
could conceive." 

Afterwards they took him for 
tea with 50 orphans, all dressed 
in clothes made from American 
. army blankets. 

“I remember one little girl 
turning her face to the wall and 
singing a song about crying for 
•; her mother. It just tore me 
' apart. Then there was another 
little, Ella, who wouldn’t talk to 
anybody.” Lord Janner said he 
-was so shocked and moved that 
for the next two years he gave 
all his spare time to helping in 
' the camp. 

' “The whole of this confer- 
ence is a dream," he said. “It’s 
brilliant. Here are 40 nations 
who haw come together and 
started to cooperate. This con- 
ference is entirely unique. It’s 
a great international recognition 
of moral debt" - 

He said it provided new 
hope for an energetic quest for 
truth which must lead to more 
restitution for Holocaust sur- 
vivors and their families. 

“Is it not devastating that 50 
years after the end of the war 
we still do not know the foil and 
real truth about what happened 
to Nazi gold and especially in- 
dividual non-monetaiy gold 
torn from people, most of 
whom were murdered? 

.“No one can ever return to 
the victims and their families 
their wrecked lives, their mur- 
dered relatives, their homes 
and their hope, but we can at 
least seek to uncover the truth." 

— - Louise Jury 



Lest people forget: A camp survivor at Be I sen (left) in 1945 and the young Greville Janner in uniform m the same year 


Photographs: Wiener Library/lmperial War Museum 
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Citroen Saxo 

Insurance 
Group Free 




Not one year. two. 


Buy any Citroen Saxo (including the sporty VTR as shown 


Saxo prices start from just £7,825 on the road for the nippy 
.l.liX 3 door. A model that gives you a driver's airbag and a four 


ibove) and we'll pay for comprehensive insurance for 2 years. speaker radio /cassette. Coded engine immobiliser. Tinted windows 


What's more, drive away a Saxo on our highly flexible 
Elect 3 finance scheme and we'll even give you £300 towards 
your deposit (16.3% APR). 


and body coloured bumper skirts. 

See? We even give you quality of life insurance. For further 
information call free on 0800 262 262, 


Saxo prices from £7,825 on the road. 


CITROEN SAXO 

NOTHING MOVES YOU LIKE a CITROEN 


, r . „RA (OB [>UIV£R| NUMBER PLATtS AND IJ MONTHS ROAD FUND LICENCE. €300 DEPOSIT CONTRIBUTION AVAILABLE ON SAXO TOWARDS ELECT 3 

CAR SHOWN CITROEN SAXO 1.6. VTR ilO.870 ON THE ROAD SA*0 I '•» £• Mi ON !«« .T’ ‘ I**"' ^ ntIm Va.'vEni'n 0’ J Ue FiNAI PAYMENT f J mi TOTAL AMOUNT PAYABLE tW II. APR IfcM*. ELECT 3 PRICE INCLUDES EXTENDED WARRANT PLUS ROADSIDE 

FINANCE ONLY. ATYPICAL EUCT 3 EXAMPLE FOR SAXO I.I.V. ELECT . MICE it Ol*W. ' ■ .-•« ^ ^ 1 J ™ „UOHUO»* AVAILABLE ON REQUEST CREDIT FACILITY FEE OF £» AND A SALES AGENCY FEE OF C5 ARE PA, ABLE WITH THIS FIRST MONTHLY 

ASSISTANCE. ELECT 3 AVA.IABLETO OVER 18 YEAR OLDS AND SUhJECTT* CHIP. v. UBjtc , ic. IF RMS AND CONDITIONS AND APPLIES TO IT IB YEAR OLDS *17® FOR VTR. 36 M FOR VT6I A SEPARATE SCHEME APPLIESTO DRIVERS 

PAYMENT "2 TEARS FULLY COMPREHENSIVE INSURANCE £ * unfiC.WlttnvUV-l*" AND 11 J *F 31 I FOR FREE INSURANCE OFFER ON VT5! MODELS SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY PHICE6 CORRECT AT TIME Of GOING TQ PRESS 
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Farmers raise stakes 
in battle against 
cheap meat imports 


Farmers in Wales 
yesterday claimed a 
further victory in their 
battle against 'cheap 1 
meat imports when a 
£500,000 consignment 
destined for British 
shops was returned to 
Ireland. Tony Heath 
reports on an 
escalating crisis. 


Six lorries laden with Irish meat 
returned to Rosslare yesterday 
after police at Fishguard told 
their drivers they could not 
guarantee their safe passage out 
of the West Wales port. 

Five hundred farmers had 
gathered at Cryraach. some 30 
miles from Fishguard, and po- 
lice were fearful of a repeat of 
Sunday night's scenes at Holy- 
head in which £70,000 worth of 
beefburgers were dumped in the 
harbour. The Irish vehicles 
were corralled when they dis- 
embarked from Siena Line's 
Coniugjn Beatrix : and after a 
meeting with police the drivers 
decided to re-embark. 

Keith Turner, assistant chief 


constable of the Dyfed- Powys 
force, issued a statement de- 
claring that his officers were not 
going to take sides and become 
involved in a political dispute. 
“Our primary role is to preserve 
law and order and maintain 
public safety." he said. 

The “victory" at Fishguard 
has caused anger in the Irish Re- 
public. However, it was enthu- 
siastically hailed yesterday by 
crowds at Builth Wells where 
the National Farmers' Union 
launched a petition addressed 
to the Agriculture Secretary, 
Jack Cunningham, and the 
Welsh Secretary, Ron Davies, 
urging all possible measures 
“to stabilise the rural economy". 

Hugh Richards, NFU vice- 
president in Wales, said: “The 
green pound compensation 
package should be implement- 
ed swiftly and we call on the 
Government to set an example 
by buying British agricultural 
products." 

To the applause of a large 
crowd attending the auction of 
prime Welsh cattle, a coffin 
draped with the Welsh flag and 
surmounted by a sirloin of beef 
was paraded round the show 
ring. Black-suited and bowler- 


hatted pall-bearers later listed 
their frustrations at fallin g live- 
stock prices and the perceived 
lack of government action, 

Mick Bates, a cattle and 
sheep farmer from Uanfair 
Caereinion in mid-Wales, 
claimed his income was plung- 
ing dangerously low. “We must 
make the people in power 
aware of our plight. If it takes 
demonstrations to do that- so 
be it" 

Keith Morris, who farms at 
Painscastle. near Hay-on-Wye. 
said: “Sheep prices are 30 per 
cent less than a year ago and the 
money we get for cattle is on the 
way down.” 

Terry Court, vice-president 
of auctioneers Russell Baldwin 
and Bright, added: “A year ago 
a prime beast would fetch £900- 
£1,000- Today that's down to 
£600-£650." 

Much rests on a meeting in 
London this afternoon when 
leaders of the NFU in Wales 
and the Farmers’ Union of 
Whies are scheduled to meet the 
Welsh Secretary. The outcome 
will undoubtedly influence a 
gathering of fanners planned for 
tonight at Gaerwen, Anglesey, 
20 miles from Holyhead. 





Guides get the blues 
as jeans become 
part of the uniform 



Britain’s Girl Guides move- 
ment is split over a decision to 
“move with the times" and al- 
low girls to wear jeans, it 
emerged yesterday. 

The Guide Association an- 
nounced that following popu- 
lar demand, blue dentins 
would be allowed as part of tbe 
uniform from 1 January. 
Spokeswoman Sue Fortunka 
said it was an attempt to bring 
the 710,000 guides up-to-date. 

“Jeans are usually a basic 
item in every young person’s 
wardrobe and we hope the 
ability to wear these may make 
Guiding even more accessible 
to many more girls and young 
women," she said “Members 
will deride whether or not to 
wear jeans, according to their 
suitability to the activity." 

But the idea has not met 
unanimous approval. One 
group has voted to ban them 
from public parades and 
church outings, and others 
are set to follow. 

Lady Baden-Powell, a for- 
mer head of the UK move- 
ment, said yesterday that jeans 
“weren’t very suitable for 
church”. “I personally think 
young people like dressing up 
on occasions," she said 

Some parents, group lead- 


ers, and even the girls them- 
selves say jeans are not ap- 
propriate for their image. 
Margaret Courtney, leader of 
the 7th Plumstead Group, 
south London, said her girls 
had voted not to wear denim 
on public parade. 

“Some parents have asked 
why they are doing it and that 
they look scruffy" she said 
But 12-year-old Kate FEU, 
a member of the IstNunhead 
Guides, south London,_dis-. 
agreed: “If you wear- old jeans \r 
with holes in them if might 
look a bit scruffy, but smart . 
ones wiU be OK. ' 

“We axe already allowed to 
wear them on day trips, or 
where we might get dirty." 

She added’ “Guiding is not 
seen as a fashionable thing to 
do. If guides are in jeans, 
more people might join in." 

It is tbe first uniform 
change since 1990, . when 
celebrity designer Jeff Banks 
introduced the movement to 
mix-and-match separates. 

• Pictured left Lianne Newport, 
14, of the 1st Nunheod Glides in 
south Lo«ton. models a 1 930s uni- 
form, while Helena Green, 12, 
shows the latest version. 

Photograph: PA 
— Jojo Moyes 





Eating out is bad for you 
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People regularly eating out in 
restaurants, cafes and canteens, 
are three times more likely to 
get food poisoning. 

Cases of food poisoning, 
increased by J4 per cent in 
England and Wfeles up to the 
start of this month, according to 
the Public Health Laboratory 
Service (PHLS) yesterday. 

A memorandum submitted 
to the committee said research 
in South Wales had shown the 
higher risks posed to people eat- 
ing out.- prompting Peter Luff, 
the committee's Tory chair- 
man. to ask whether that meant 
the rich were at greater risk than 
the poor. 

There was no clear answer 
to that question, but Professor 


Tom Humphrey, head of the 
service's food research labora- 
tory, said: “When you rely on 
somebody else to cook your 
food, you live in hope that they 
do it properly." 

In evidence to the Com- 
mons Select Committee on 
Agriculture, the service called 
for a ban on the sale of unpas- 
teurised milk, and a review of 
the regulations on the spread- 
ing of sewage sludge on farms. 

The proposed ban on the 
sale of unpastcurised milk, or 
Green Top, was first submitted 
to ministers in October by the 
Government's Advisory Com- 
mittee for the Microbiological 
Safety of Food. It was acting on 
advice from the PHLS said this 


week that its own report, con-, 
detuning unpasteurised drink- 
ing milk, was not available to the 
public because it had been sub- 
mitted to The Lancet. 

Jeff Rooker. the food safe- 
ty minister, is consulting inter- 
ested parties on a Goverruneni 
proposal to ban the sale o! 
Green Top in England, Wiles 
and Northern Ireland - ex 
tending a ban introduced fo; 
Scotland in 1983. 

The Advisory Committei 
said in evidence that there was 
also “growing concern abou 
fruit, vegetables and salad crop: 
which can be coatamraatec 
from animal or human source: 
and from irrigation water". 

— Anthony Bevins, Potitiarf Editru 


Moral angle Farce claim 
from maths in pay row 


Maths and design and technology should 
be used to teach moral values, according 
id guidance from government advisers 
published yesterday. 

Outside the classroom, garden plots, cir- 
cle time and hunger lunches can all help 
to promote morals. New materials advis- 
ing schools on how to teach morals through 
every subject are to be piloted in 50 
schools. 

“Every subject is value-laden," says the 
guidance on spiritual . moral social and cul- 
tural development from the Qualifica- 
tions and Curriculum Authority. “In 
mathematics, for example, truth is impor- 
tant. Scientific developments often give rise 
to moral dilemmas. Histoiy and English 
help pupils explore issues of motivation and 
character." 

In design and technology, ownership of 
the artifacts pupils make can increase 
their respect for property. — Judith Judd 


Tbe Gallic contractors who maintain Eng- 
lish Heritage monuments such as Stone- 
henge and Hadrian 's Wail came under fire 
yesterday for allegedly presiding over a 
“French farce" in their industrial relations. 

The Transport and General Workers' 
Union said a pay offer by SITA - which is 
owned by Lyoonaise des Eaux-of 6 per ceni 
over 18 months was not worth the paper it 
was written on because it included a clause 
which means that management c? n change 
conditions of employment whenever it 
pleases. “If SITA looks after its andent mon- 
uments as well as it looks after its workers, 
1 don't give Stonehenge to the end of this 
year, " said union official Chris Kaufman. 

SHA director BQl Elliott said unions had 
agreed to recommend the package. “The 
next thing I hear is that they are holding a 
press conference in which they attack the 
deal and the company." 

— Barrie dement. Labour Editor 
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Railway band 
back on track 

Britain's only railway military 
band has won its battle to car- 
ry on playing at its traditional 
home. Ra ili rack said lost week 
that platform refurbishment 
would mean the 80-vear-old 
Great Western Railway Band 
would have to leave its home at 
London's Paddington station. 

But last night Railtrack said 
that a “blast of opposition" 
had led to a change of heart and 
that the band could play on at 
Paddington. 

Nut warning 

Somerficld supermarket chain 
issued a health warning yester- 
day after a teenage girl with a 
nut allergy reacted to traces of 
peanut in its own-Iahd Chick- 
en Tikka Kiev, The store Ls of- 
fering a full refund in worried 
customers. The teenager has 
madu a full recovery. 


DAILY POEM 


A Birthday 

by Christina Rossetti 

My heart is like a singing bird 
lihnse nest is in a watered shoot; 

My heart is like an apple-tree 

Hhose boughs are bent with thickset fruit; 

My heart is like a rainbow shell 
That paddles in a halcyon sea; 

My heart is gladder than all these 
Because my love is come to me. 

liaise me a dais of silk and down; 

Hung it with v-air and purple dyes; 

C ,# nv it in doi’es and pomegranates. 

.4 nt l peacocks with a hundred eyes; 

" urfc it in gold and silver grapes. 

In leaves and silver fleurs-dc-tvs; 

Because the birthday of my life 
* w low is come to me. 

*. r ™ lhc seventh edition of Poems 
neik and cSSh^','^ ^ ? Crard (*"*>"- Judith Chen 
‘he world since ite launch IP 9 *' E ™ lated 
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SDP hedges bets with twin track policy 


Walesa sets up 
new party 


Unable to decide 
whether to turn (eft or 
right, Germany's Social 
Democrats are doing 
both. Imre Karnes reports 
from the largest 
opposition party's 
conference in Hanover. 


The years rolled back as Oskar 
Lafontaine. the leader of the 
party which hopes to unseal 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl, rose 
to the podium. He spoke about 
the evils of capitalism, castigated 
wicked speculators, and con- 
demned the profiteers who pul 
"share-holder value" above the 
interests of employees. 

Il was a virtuoso performance 
. An emotional appeal to the So- 
cial Democrats’ core values, 
drawing on socialist terminolo- 
gy of yesteryear, was laced with 
harsh criticism of the Kohl gov- 
ernment's economic policies. 

On the threshold of election 
year, that was to be expected, 
but Mr Lafontaine did not stop 
there. Taking a tilt against the 
dark forces of -globalisation", 
the German leader put himself 
forward as the champion of a 
Social Democratic Europe. 

But whilst be praised his 
British comrades for signing the 
EU’s Social Chapter, Mr La- 
fontaine made it dear that he 
was more in tune with the tra- 
ditional leanings of French So- 
da lists. The road to salvation - 


and power - led via interven- 
tionist policies, he indicated. 

"Without a co-ordinated 
economic and financial policy 
on a European scale, it is no 
longer possible to promote 
growth and employment," he 
declared. Europe, he suggested 
should become a fortress 
against the excesses of global- 
isation: wage-dumping, tax- 
dumping and social dumping. 

Mr Lafontaine also wanted 
the EU to uphold Germany’s 
high standards on environment, 
and “harmonise” them through- 
out the community. On the do- 
mestic front, be suggested 
higher taxes on energy, and 
more spending on education 
and job-creation. 

The motto of the party’s 
four-day conference is "Inno- 
vation and social justice". Mr 
Lafontaine dwelt at length on 
the latter, but barely mentioned 
the former. That task will fall ro 
Gerhard Schroder, the Social 
Democrats' second chancellor 
candidate. 

Mr Schroder's message, to 
he delivered tomorrow, will be 
diametrically opposed to Mr La- 
fontaine 's ideological presen- 
tation. Mr Schroder mistrusts 
"European" solutions, and likes 
to present himself as Germany's 
own Tony Blair. 

The party will decide be- 
tween the two next March. Un- 
til then, the Social Democrats 
must soldier on, with their twin 
track programme and double- 
headed candidate. 



Lech Walesa, Poland’s fanner president, 
received approval yesterday for- the 
party which he hopes will draw non-vot- 
ers to the polls. 

Mr Walesa has said the Christian 
Democracy of Poland party -registered - 
by a Warsaw court - will not compete 
frith Solidarity, the union-led political 
bloc he also founded. 

Mr Walesa endorsed the right-leas- 
ing Solidarity Electoral Action ahead 
of its victory in parliamentary elections 
in September but said he wanted a new 
party aimed at attracting the 52 percent 
of Poles who did not vote. . 


Cyprus talks fail 


A Brussels envoy failed to persuade the 
Tbrkish Cypriots to join their Greek 
compatriots in negotiating the island’s 
accession to the EU. Speaking after tw> 
day talks with the Greek and Tiiriri&b 
communities on the island, Hans van 
den Broek, the EU Commissioner for 
Foreign Affairs, said he would contin- 
ue his efforts. The remark was seen an 
admission of failure. — AP, Nicosia 


‘Evil* bishop goes 


Party pair: Gerhard Schroder hugs Oskar Lafontaine, right, at the Social Democrat conference yesterday Photograph: WoHgang Rattay/Reuters 


Iraq could target London 


The US last night stepped up the war of 
words against Saddam Hussein, saying 
that Iraq s secret stocks of chemical and bi- 
ological weapons, combined with a grow- 
ing missile capability, made him far more 
than a mere local threat in the Middle East 

William Cohen, the Defense Secretary, 
told a meeting of his Nato colleagues in 
Brussels that President Saddam was work- 
ing on an enhanced missile with a range of 
3,000 miles, bringing targets like London 
or Paris well within range. 

He possessed not the "few drops" of the 
icihal VX toxin claimed by Baghdad, but 
almost four tonnes - as well as between 


2.000 aad 6,000 gallons of anthrax 
bacteria, which he was well on the way to 
“weaponizing". 

Mr Cohen’s presentation, complete 
with charts and photographs, was designed 
to steel Nato for a farther showdown in a 
crisis which Washington believes is far from 
resolved. Unflinching allied support was es- 
sential for the UN arms inspectors if they 
were to do their job properly, US officials 
said, claiming that one of the 60-odd 
"presidential palaces" declared off-limits 
by President Saddam had an area as large 
as Washington DC 

' — Rupert Cornwell 


Yeltsin’s nuclear 
arms cut misfires 


Explosion kills 61 miners 


Keeping up his reputation for the 
unexpected. Russian President 
Boris Yeltsin yesterday declared 
his country would unilaterally 
slash its number of nuclear war- 
heads by one-third 

Less than an hour after the 
president's pledge at a news con- 
ference on the first day of a three- 
day visit to Sweden, a spokesman 
said the cut is not imminent. 
Yeltsin’s advisers often have to re- 
tract or modify his statements. 

— Stockholm, AP 


Battling with freezing temperatures and 
burdened by out-dated equipment, teams 
of rescue workers were last night digging 
through rubble in search of survivors from 
a massive explosion in a Siberian coal mine 
which claimed at least A I lives. 

News of the tragedy, which was the worst 
recent accident in Russia's notoriously 
unsafe mining industry, dominated the na- 
tion s headlines, overshadowing the start 
of President Boris Yeltsins threc-day trip 
to Sweden. 

The death loll rose steadfly yesterday as 
body after body was brought to the surface 
following a methane gas explosion during 


the overnight shift at a mine in the city of 
Novokuznetsk. 500 miles north of the bor- 
der with Mongolia. 

The mine was built under Stalin, and was 
opened just after the Second World Wir. 
Moves have long been afoot to reform Rus- 
sia's costly and out-dated coal mining in- 
dustry, hut progress has been slow. Miners 
have been forced to continue working with 
equipment that is both old and unsafe. 

Phil Reeves in Moscow 
• Stockholm - President Yeltsin, speaking 
in Sweden yesterday, said Russia will uni- 
laterally slash its number of nuclear war- 
heads by one-third. 


Swiss Catholics breathed a sigh of re- 
lief yesterday after the Vatican an- 
nounced that their most conservative 
and coo trove raal bishop, Wolfgang 
Haas, is to be moved to Liechtenstein. 
His opponents accused him of being au- 
thoritarian, even evil or mad. 

Tensions between Bishop Haas and 
other leading Swiss Catholics mount- 
ed after his appointment to the see of 
Chur ini 990. He angered liberals in his 
flock by opposing moves to allow lay 
preachers and enhance the role of 
women in the church. 

His supporters in Chur collected up 
to 10,000 signatures earlier this year 
backing him. But opponents coun- 
tered that they could easily coDect 
100,000 names against him. 


Girls’ master class 


The Vienna Boys’ Choir announced on 
Tuesday that it would admit girls for the 
first time nextyear-but only to its dlite 
music school not to the choir itself. An- 
nouncing plans to celebrate the choir's 
500th birthday next year, the artistic 
director Agnes Grossmaon said girls 
would be admitted to the kindergarten 
next December and to the junior school 
the following year. — Reuters, Vienna 
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feels the heat 
from our 
climate folly 


Wildlife as well as people 
will be endangered by 
man-made changes In 
climate, two leading 
conservation groups will 
tell the Kyoto climate 
treaty meeting today. 
JN/fcftoJas Schoon , 
Environment 
Correspondent, looks at 
their claim that plants 
and animals are already 
giving early warning of a 
warming world. 


Birds, frogs, butterflies and 
alpine plants are all telling hu- 
mans .about our species’ po- 
tentially disastrous intervention 
in the workings of the earth’s cli- 
mate," say the World Wide Pun d 
for Nature and Birdlife In- 
ternational. 

They are convinced that in 
the coming century, the accel- 
erating pace of change win be- 
come a real threat to flora and 
fauna, threatening thousands of 
species with extinction. 

Many animals and plants 
have been able to cope with 
large, natural swings in tem- 
perature and rainfall in the 
past; they shifted their distrib- 
ution. This time it is will be far 
more difficult because vast 
areas of potential habitat have 
been-^cen over by man for 
cities and intensively exploited 
farmland. 

Migrating water birds may 
find the mudflats and salt, 
marshes they rely on as feeding 
grounds disappearing beneath 
small rises in sea level. 

. .Researchers have found that- 
of 65 British birdspedcs, most 
ard nesting earlier than they,. 

W“- 

nirie oiays earner, 'on average. 
Also m 'the UK, frogs, toads and 
newts seem to be arriving 
at poods to spawn a few days 
earlier than they did 17 years 
ago. 

In the United States, a study 
of a butterfly species called 


Edith's checkerspot indicates 
that the southern edge of its 
range has been shifted 60 miles 
north as a result of an average 
0.7C warming. 

Any further south and con- 
ditions are too hot for the but- 
terfly to maintain a population, 
but it has an alternative - mov- 
ing upwards. If it lives on cool- 
er high ground, such as 
mountainsides, it can tolerate 
living in lower latitudes. The sci- 
entists found these upland but- 
terflies had, on average, shifted 
nearly 400ft higher. 

Another study of 14 Euro- 
pean butterfly species found 
nine had moved their range 
northwards by an average of 1 25 
miles this century, three had 
stayed roughly put, one was ex- 
panding in ail directions and 
only one appeared to be mov- 
ing southwards. Research on 
alpine plants has shown that 
they are moving up mountains 
as higher temperatures climb up 
from below. 

These are a few of the ex- 
amples discussed at a scientif- 
ic conference on wildlife and 
climate change in Colorado 
earlier this year. Biologists be- 
lieve some flora and fauna can 
act as highly sensitive indicators 
of climate change, responding 
to small but sustained alter- 
ations in temperature. 

The findings from the con- 
ference are being released in 
Kyoto today by the international 
conservation groups World 
Wide Fund for Nature and 
Birdlife International, whose 
UK member is the Royal Soci- 
ety for the Protection of Birds. 

The UN clima te treaty ne- 
gotiations in Kyoto are centred 
around what cuts developed 
countries should make In 
their, emissions of climate 
changing greenhouse gases, 
principally carbon dioxide 
which comes from bumiiig coal, 
oil and gas. 

They end in the middle of 
next week, and have made tit- 
tle progress so far. The really se- 
rious talking starts at the 
weekend, when ministers arrive. 


Campaigners’ victory 
will not protect peat 


Controversial plans to 
remove the special 
wildlife designation from 
parts of two big English 
bogs were abandoned 
yesterday. But, says 
Nicholas Schoon, that will • 
not save them from peat 
extraction. 


Environmental groups cele : 
brated, but the conservation 
spg a of Thome and Hatfield 
Moors on Humberside appears 
no nearer a happy ending after 
English Nature’s decision yes- 
terday. The ruling council of th e 
Government's wildlife watchdog 
decided to drop plans to remove 
Site of Special Scientific Inter- 
est (SSSI) status from nsaitya 
fifth of their combined area: ; . 

These moors on Humber- 
side - are fine , specimens . of 
raisedC lcwland; peat bogs - a 
rare habitat in Europe. It con- 
sists of a hug&low mound- of 
peat which ^ accumulated 
over thousands years, with its 
own collection ofpiant and an- 
imal grades hvisff tin too. . 


Despite tfimrSSSI designa- 
tion, for'mm^nii^ilh^ have 
been extrac- 

tiem-- which lowers the water 
table add dries ffc^outjltilliiig 
the special bt^y^^lion. In 
the 






provide peat for horticulture. 

Five years ago English Na- 
ture did a deal with Leavington, 
the company which has long-es- 
tablished planning permissions 
to extract the peat. The rela- 
tively undamaged majority of 
the moors, covered in vegeta- 
tion. were given over to the con- 
servation arm in order to 
protect them as nature reserves. 

Leavington was given carte 
blanche to keep mining peat 
from the remainder, until it got 
within half a metre of the un- 
derlying rock. Then it would 
have to stop, so the thin layer 
of remaining peat could hope- 
fully be restored as bog; 

In effect, the deal gave the 

- company about 30 years more 

- exploitation of the moors. It was 
•decried by environmentalists, 
'who said it was wrong in prin- 
v'ciplfi and thatfhither extraction 

would keep bn lowering the wa- 
ter table - threatening the rest 
ofthemoorsC •' 

- This year, English Nature’s 
top officers had proposed re- 
moving the SSSI status from 
those parts of tbfrmoois being 
workedby Leavington. Bat yes- 
terday, English Nature’s coun- 


cil rejeaea — ~ 

it could not be certain that con- 
tinuing extraction would not 
ffamagft the'rest of the moors. 

, Conservation groups were 
dd#ted but, as English Nature 

.pointed out, the decision does 
nothing to get Leavington on 
the moor- 

Tb do that, the local council 
would have to revoke the com- 
pany’s planning permission for 
peat extraction — in return for 
which it would have to pay 
large sums in condensation. Al- 
ternatively, the Government 
-would have to change the law 
concerning planning, and 
wildlife sites. Both environ- 
mentalists and English Nature 
4am; agree that is necessary. 





Rage on: Bush fires, fanned by hot winds, reached die Menai area of Sydney yesterday, destroying 30 homes. Two firefighters died in Lithgow, 100km north-west of Sydray, as 
5,000 batded some 400 blazes across New South Wales. With dry weather set to continue, officials fear the worst Photograph. Stephen Cooper/Keuter* 
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Harman pledges to 
help lone parents 


Labour fears that 
Ministers plan to use 
benefit cuts as a form of 
punishment were 
robustly rejected by 
Harriet Hannan last 
night. The Social 
Security Secretary told 
Anthony Bevins, Political 
Editor, that lone parents 
want work, and she is 
there to help. 


A much -hyped Labour revolt 
over the £400ra cut in lone 
parent child benefit is expect- 
ed to attract no more than two 
dozen backbench rebels in the 
Commons next Wednesday. 

All the rebels are expected 
to abstain rather than vote with 
the Tories on the remaining 
stages of the Social Security Bill, 
and in an interview with 77te In- 
dependent last night Ms Harman 
reassured critics that the lone 
parent cut is a one-off - and will 
not create a precedent. 

“I don't want people to see 
this as a carrot-and-stick ap- 
proach,’' she said. “I have nev- 
er thought that lone parents 
needed to be given an incentive 
of a benefit reduction to work. 
But we do need to stay within 
our budget, and it is unavoid- 
able." 

Ms Harman said: “This is an 


inheritance measure, left over 
by the Tories. It is not part and 
parcel of the New Deal. I left 
no stone unturned to see 
whether it was unavoidable.” 

She added that there was no 
question of the cut being ap- 
plied as a principle or precedent 
“Absolutely not," she said. “It 
is not a principle. I don't believe 
in cuts in lone mothers' bene- 
fit to drive lone mothers into 
work. I believe in making work 
pay. They don't need encour- 
agement; they need opportu- 
nity. They want to work, they 
want to be better off, and they 
want their children to be better 
off.” 

The latest departmental sur- 
veys were showing that of those 
lone mothers who were being 
interviewed under the New 
Deal approach, designed to as- 
sist lone mothers into work, four 
out of every five wanred work 
and wanted to keep looking for 
work. 

Ms Harman, who will be ad- 
dressing a meeting of senior 
managers today about herzeaj 
for the New Deal said Labour's 
approach was to build on the en- 
thusiasm of people who want- 
ed to help themselves. “The 
Tories were absolutely blind to 
it," she said. “They didn't even 
count them as unemployed, 
more than half the workless 
households. 

“They were able not to no- 
tice a million sparky, enthusi- 


astic, motivated and well- 
organised lone mothers. 

“They were not able to see 
those people with some dis- 
abilities or health problems 
who, with a bit of extra help and 
support, would actually be do- 
ing a job, and wanting to be/" 

But in a later Commons in- 
tervention. the Labour MP 
Dennis Skinner criticised some 
of the language of Labour's 
New Deal approach, saying 
that there were villages in his 
Bolsover. Derbyshire, con- 
stituency where pit closures 
had left thousands out of work. 

“I want the ministers of this 
Government to understand that 
there are areas of Britain, in- 
cluding mine, where this idea of 
work being available is laugh- 
able for a Jot of people." he said. 

In a Commons written reply 
last night. Ms Harman an- 
nounced a £2.45bn benefits up- 
rating for 1998-99. 

She said the key points of the 
uprating. which included an in- 
flation-based increase of 3.6 
percent for all National Insur- 
ance benefits, included a £2.25 
rise in single pension, to £64.70, 
with an extra £3.60 for pen- 
sioner couples, taking their 
pension to £103.40 from the 
week starting 6 April 1998. 

On child benefit, she said: 
“The rate for the eldest child 
will be increased to £11.45. 
The rate for each subsequent 
child is increased to £9.30.” 


Questions about the Norfolk Gnasher bring 
out the beasts in Westminster 


It looks a little like an unfortunate case of 
regional one-upmanship. As controversy 
rages in the West Country over the Beast 
of Bodmin, the East of England has come 
up with its own version. 

The Norfolk Gnasher has been seen at 
least 54 times since the beginning of July, 
according to police in Norwich. One farmer 
has reported finding a mutilated, half-eaten 
Iamb half way up one of his trees. Others 
have suffered attacks on chickens and even 
a horse. 

As ministers faced calls for a full inquiry 
yesterday into sightings of a similar black 
beast nem Bodmin, Mft from Norfolk were 
beginning to ask questions about their own 
phenomenon. 

Keith Simpson, the MP for Mid-Nor- 
folk, said rumours of such a beast had been 
circulating for some time. But he was as- 
tonished by the latest figures. 

Tony Bone, a former policeman who 
runs an organisation called Fannwalch, has 
been keeping an eye on the Norfolk phe- 


nomenon. “This is not a figment of some- 
one’s over-active imagination." he said. “1 
have no doubt it exists, but so far it hasn't 
been a problem to human life." Mr Bone 
said be did not believe the animal had come 
from a local zoo, but thought it might have 
had a private owner. 

A police spokeswoman said the force 
was taking the reports seriously, but its of- 
ficers had not managed yet to catch sight 
of the animal. 

Not everyone in Norfolk is taking the 
issue too seriously. 

Mr Simpson suggested Lhat many peo- 
ple were reluctant to go to the police for 
fear of being regarded as mad. Even he was 
nervous that he might be labelled as one 
catnip short of a full packet after asking Par- 
liamentary Questions on the subject 

“People have been asking if Simpson is 
Norfolk's big cat in Westminster. One of 
my Labour colleagues keeps miaowing at 
me. If he carries on. I'm going to scratch 
him," he said. — Fran Abrams 
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Sporting chance; Tony Blair with (left) the England coach Glen Hoddle and (right) the Arsenal star Pa 5^ k ^ e | '. ra ** ^j^^f^David Rose 
Lancaster Gate. London, to launch a competition for schools on the theme of Let's Kick Racism out of Football. Photograph. David Rose 


Council taxes may rise 10% in spending squeeze 


Council tax payers will 
face increases of up to 10 
per cent in their bills 
next April. Colin Brown, 
Chief Political 
Correspondent, says 
John Prescott, the 
Deputy Prime Minister, 
is also taking money 
away from rich London 
boroughs and giving 
more to Tony Blair’s 
council. 


WHO’S FOOTING THE BILL 


Biggest Winners 


Biggest Losers 


Council 

% Change 

Council 

% Change 

Easingcon 

198 

Runnymede 

-9.9 

Wear Valley 

IS 4 

South Staffordshire 

-7.4 

SedgefieM 

□.3 

Rushdiffe 

•6.8 

Hyndbum 

11.3 

South Bucks 

-6A 

Chester-le-5creer 

11.3 

East Dorset 

-63 

Rossendale 

10.6 

Broxboume 

-S3 

Wansbeck 

to.s 

Seven oaks 

-S.2 

Teesdale 

9.7 

South Oxfordshire 

-5.1 

Harrogate 

9.0 

Taunton Deane 

-5.0 

Me 

9.0 

Tewkesbury 

-5.0 


Councils were predicting cuts in 
welfare services such as home- 
helps and meals-on-wheels af- 
ter Mr Prescott announced a 
tough year ahead for council 
spending. 

Mr Prescott said the aver- 
age rise in bills would be around 
7 per cent, increasing the coun- 
cil tax for a typical band D 
house, worth JEWfcHi to £.88.000 
from £593 to £635 - a rise of £42. 


The Tories' loudest com- 
plaints were over changes to the 
system for assessing the needs 
of councils, which will see a 
switch in resources from many 
leafy Tory shires to hard-pressed 
Labour councils. 

The big winners are all in 
the North-easi, including E3S- 
ingti >n. Wear NfoUey and Sedge- 
field - in the Prime Minister's 
constituency, which will be al- 
lowed to spend an extra 13 per 


cent. The biggest losers in the 
.shires are Runnymcde, South 
Staffordshire and Rushdiffe, 
constituency of the former 
Chancellor Kenneth Clarke. 

The biggest losers in Lon- 
don including the Tory flagship 
borough of Westminster, which 
will lose £20m, and the City of 
London, but Labour-controlled 
Camden is also down by £1.6m 
on the amount it can spend. 

One of the reasons for Lhe 


shift in the capital is a change 
in the rules, which previously 
gave a bonus to Westminster for 
the number of tourists it at- 
tracted. “The previous Gov- 
ernment s formula treats people 
staying in the Ritz in London as 
if they were as deprived as the 
average local resident - that was 
unfair and wrong,” Mr Prescott 
told MPs. 

Mr Prescott, who remains in 
favour of redistribution of 
wealth, will be consulting on a 
plan to introduce a new top rate 
council tax band, above the 
present H band, for those with 
houses worth £450,000 or more. 

Next year' s budget is in Line 
with figures Labour inherited 
from the Tories. But the .Op- 
position spokesman. Sir Nor- 
man Fowler, protested that 
millions would be worse off and 
John Redwood accused the 
Government of “mean-minded 
tax rises by stealth”. The shad- 
ow trade spokesman said tax on 
savers, business taxes since the 


Compromise deal is on the cards for Formula One tobacco ads 


As the public health minister 
Tessa Jowell faced down her 
Tbrv critics in a Commons com- 


mittee yesterday, she was un- 


willing to say what the 
Government’s latest view on 
Formula One tobacco spon- 
sorship was. But officials made 
it clear lhat a compromise deal 
would be on the cards when Eu- 
ropean health ministers meet 
tomorrow to discuss the ban. 


It also emerged yesterday 
that Formula One receives a 


smaller proportion of its fund- 
ing from tobacco sponsorship 
than billiards or snooker. 


Although racing receives 
the largest sum. £150ra world- 
wide and £35m in Britain each 
year, the figure represents only 
50 per cent of its income. Bil 
1 iards and snooker relied on to- 
bacco sponsorship for 70 per 
cent of their income, receiving 
£4m worldwide. 


A month ago Ms Jowcll 
wrote to her European coun 


terparts saying that because (for- 
mula One was more dependent 
on tobacco sponsorship than 
other sports it should be given 
special treatment. The decision 
caused a row after it was revealed 
that the chief executive of For- 
mula One, Bemie Ecclestone, 
had given Labour £lra. 

Yesterday Ms Jowell main- 
tained that Labour could be 
proud of its stance on tobacco 
advertising, which it promised 
to ban before the election. The 


Conservatives had blocked 
moves to implement a Euro- 
pean ban. 

The sheer size of Formula 
One’s tobacco funding would 
make it more difficult to replace 
than that received by other 
sports, she said, but she refused 
to say how many years* exemp- 
tion she was now seeking for the 
sport. There had been reports 
that Formula One would be giv- 
en 10 years to find alternative 
sponsorship, but last night there 


were suggestions lhaL the phase- 
in period could be even less. 

An amended proposal for 
the new European directive 
gives most sports two years to 
implement the ban - in reality 
three and a half years because 
it would take 18 months to put 
legislation in place. A further 
period for sports organised “at 
world level" is proposed, but its 
length is left open for discusson. 

Fran Abrams, 
Political Correspondent 
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election, and the increase in 
council tax bills showed the 
Chancellor. Gordon Brown, 
was storing up a war chest for 
the next election. “He is a mo- 
rose man and he wants every- 
one to be miserable as well." Mr 
Redwood said. 

Liberal Democrat 

spokesman, Paul Burstowsaid: 
“Having adopted Tory spending 
plans, the Government is now 
delivering Tory spending cuts." 

Welcoming an increase in 
spending for education of 
£835 m, Sir Jeremy Beecham. 
the Labour leader of the Local 
Government Association, said: 
“I think we will have to look at 
cuts in social services." 

Hie DepLtfment of Educa- 
tion and Employment Iasi night 
wrote to councils warning them 
not to spend on other services 
the extra 5.7 per cent spending 
earmarked for schools by the 
Chancellor in his Budget. But 
there is no legislation to make 
sure it is ring-fenced. 
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Clinton fights to keep race relations drive on track 


Bill Clinton travels to Ohio today 
to preside at a discussion of race 
relations that will be televised 
across America. Mary Dejewfcy says 
the first big followup to his 
national dialogue on race may not 
be enough to save an initiative 
that is already floundering. 


The town of Akron, barely 30 miles from 
the industrial city of Cleveland, was cho- 
sen by the White House for its model poli- 
cies oa race. They include the “Coming 
Tbgether Fellowship”, which pain; black and 


Equality 
policy 
lives on 


A recent out of court settlement 
In a landmark race relations 
case showed how far public 
and legal opinion has now 
swung against 30 years of affir- 
mative action. 

This policy, which encouraged 
positive discrimination for jobs 
and university places In favour 
of ethnic minorities and women 
has been in retreat for more 
than a year. 

The celebrated case of a 
while teacher, Sharon laxman, 
who sued for wrongful dis- 
missal after her school chose to 
keep a black teacher on the 
staff, had been expected to de- 
cide the legality of “ affir mative 
action” once and for alL 

But last month Ms ‘faxman 
agreed to settle for more than 
$400,000 rather than go to the 
Supreme Court. The money 
was paid not by the school au- 
thorities (the defendants), but . 
by the Blade Leadership Forum, 
a group of civil rights organi- 
sations. Their only possible mo- 
tive was to fend off a judgment 
that they anticipated would go 
against affirmative action. The 
settlement means that there 
will be no Supreme Court rul- 
ing, therefore no end to affir- 
mative action. — Alary Defer sfcy 


while individuals who arc members of ex- 
isting dubs and groups and sets them the 
challenge of getting lo know each other one 
on one - the principle being that race re- 
lations will improve only when contacts arc 
people to people, not “race to race". 

The programme was started four years 
ago after the local newspaper ran a scries 
of articles on the widening gap between the 
city’ s blacks and whiles. For the purposes 
of today’s conference, the dty has the added 
advantage that it is 75 per cent white, 
increasing ihe likelihood that a respectable 
number of while people will attend a 
forum on what is seen as a largely black 
issue. 

Whatever the credentials of Akron, to- 


day’s conference, denoted a town-hall 
style meeting in the manner of the large- 
ly unscripted gatherings at which Mr Gin- 
ton excelled during his presidential 
campaigns, has bad almost as chequered 
a history as the President's race relations 
initiative as a whole. 

Its agenda was adapted, if not thoroughly 
rewritten, after the Republican Speaker of 
the House of Representatives. Newt Gin- 
grich, objected that proceedings would 
merely defend the President’s known en- 
thusiasm for “affirmative action" - positive 
discrimination on ethnic grounds. 

Mr Gingrich complained that it would 
give no platform to the increasingly vocal 
section of opinion in the United Slates that 


rejects “reverse” discrimination as contrary 
to the principle of equal opportunities. Now 
a number of opponents of affirmative ac- 
tion are expected to attend and address Ihe 
meeting; the importance of affirmative ac- 
tion has also been scaled down. 

A White House aide appeared to make 
a virtue out of necessity, saying: “Real life 
discussions about race are often con- 
tentious and emotional. There's no reason 
why this shouldn't be, too.” But to many, 
including, it is said, Mr Clinton, the greater 
risk is that the conference gets bogged down 
in the same bland cliches and do-goodeiy 
that have characterised the initiative so far. 

In fact, Mr Clinton might well wonder 
whether his “national dialogue” on race 


r rally needed the President's imprimatur. 
Outside the hothouse of Wishington pol- 
itics, a feverish dialogue on race is already 
in progress, the like of which may not have 
been seen in the US since the civil rights 
movement of the Sixties. 

The debate has been joined in courts, 
on radio talk shows, in the columns of news- 
papers and journals, and in a crop of new 
books. Several are scholarly rebuttals, four 
years on, of The Bell-Curve , the book that 
argued a correlation between race and in- 
telligence. Others analyse current racial di- 
visions in the US and forecast, more 
optimistically than not, their eventual res- 
olution in a demographic melting-pot 

Recent polls have suggested that racial 
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Fighting bade Some observers hope that Amistad, Steven Spielberg’s new film about a slave-ship mutiny, may become a Schindler's List for America’s African diaspora 


hatred and suspicion in America are at least 
disapproved of, if not in decline. Another 
survey suggested teenagers were increas- 
ingly “colour blind". 

On the ground, the evidence is con- 
flicting. Housing and schooling is de facto 
segregated in much of the US. While the 
hometown of the Kn Khrt Klan founder re- 
cently elected its first black mayor, an out- 
break of racial attacks by skinheads in the 
mid- West era city of Denver has hi ghligh t, 
ed new friction. And in Texas, the growing 
Hispanic minority is challenging black 
control of councils and school boards, 
suggesting further conflict when whites 
cease to be an overall majority in a multi- 
coloured, if still not integrated, US. 


Spielberg film 
of slave revolt 
hits home 


The Clintons, along with members of the 
White House staff, were expected to get 
themselves into the mood for today's 
conference by attending a showing of 
Steven Spielberg's new Shn,Amistad, 
due to be released next week. 

Amistad tells the true story of a 
mutiny on board the slave ship Amistad 
in 1339, the ship's subsequent capture 
off Long Island, and the eventual United 
States legal ruling that vindicates the 
slaves and sets them free. 

Like so many of Spielberg's films, 
Amistad is guaranteed to strike a chord 
with the American public. It is already 
predicted that it could be a Schindler's 
List for the African diaspora. The 
curiosity about slavery has grown 
recently with suggestions that President 
Bill Clinton might issue a formal apology 
for the treatment of slaves. 

Amistad, which is reported to be 
unstinting in its depiction of the 
suffering endured by slaves, offers a 
solution of a kind. By depicting the early 
US as a slate of law, in which principled 
individuals - in this case, John Quincy 
Adams - were prepared to stand up fo 
the right to freedom, even of those sold 
into slavery, Spielberg keeps the 
constitutional ideal of the US intact. 

That it took the best part of 30 years, 
and a civil war, before the ideal and 
reality were brought into accord is what 
is seen as evil, not the essence of the US. 

— Mary Dqevsky. Washington 


Winnie’s daughter accused of torture 


Members of Winnie 
Mandela’s notorious 
football club yesterday 
claimed her daughter 
had taken a leading part 
In torturing those on 
her mother’s hit list. 

Mary Braid, in 
Johannesburg, says the 
testimony reinforces 
Mrs Mandela's image as 
a violent mafia leader. 


Gift Ntombeni, a former mem- 
ber of the Mandela United 
Football Qub, claimed Winnie 
Madikizela-Mandela’s younger 
da ugh ter. Zinzi, carved the 
initials ANC onto the back and 
chest of a man a erased of be- 
ing a police spy. 

■ Mr Ntombeni, 25 T said he 
saw Zinzi gouging out the let- 
ters with plastic utepsils in 
the yard of Mrs Mandela’s 
Soweto home in the late 1980s. 

As Mr Ntombeni told his 
stray, the permanent smile 
tha t has played on the lips of 
7.irm t 37, throughout seven 
harrowing days of testnnony 
during which her mother has 
been implicated in at least sjx . 
murders and many assaults, 
disappeared. It was replaced by 
a broad grin, and an exagger- - 
ated roll Of tho eyes heaven- 
ward. r . 

•Mr Ntombeni .told the 
Thith-V^tC: " Reconciliation 
Commisaonliearings into the 
activities qfrtiie'ibotball dub 
that ahdher mother ini- 
tiated part in as- 

saults. IT this woman 
[Ztnzijr he s^id.' u And I know 
what she is capabl e of . . - Zinzi 


definitely takes after her moth- 
er. Both of them are capable 
of any deed whatsoever." 

Mr Ntombeni's testimony 
reinforced a portrait of Mrs 
Mandela as violent mafia 
leader rather than the Moth- 
er of the Nation. The portrait 
embarrasses her political allies. 
Yesterday it was reported that 
the ANC’s Women League 
was re thinking its nomination 
of Mrs Mandela for deputy 
Leader of the party, against the 
leadership's wishes, later this 
month. 

Mr Ntombeni, like other 
witness, portrayed the football 
dub as gangsters. They would, 
he said, hunt down “informers” 
and bring them back to a 
shack nicknamed Lusaka - 
the headquarters of the ANC 
in exile - at the back of Mrs 
Mandela’s home. “Then we 
would start assaulting them 
and disappearing them,” he 
said. Tbrtore methods includ- 
ed burning. 

No sane person defied Win- 


nie, he said. Anyone who did 
was labelled a police spy. Mr 
Ntombeni said he left the club 
in 1988, when he was 16, after 
a year’s stay at Mrs Mandela's 
house. He claimed Zinzi de- 
nounced him as an informer 
and Mrs Mandela hired a hit- 
man to kill him. 

According to Mr Ntom- 
beni, ANC officials helped 
him leave the country for 
Uganda in 1992 after he went 
to the party’s Johannesburg 
headquarters and complained 
that Mrs Mandela had or- 
dered his assassination. He 
returned home two years later. 

On Monday, the TRC is- 
sued a strong warning to Mrs 
Mandela after witnesses ac- 
cused her of intimidation. Mr 
Ntombeni said Mrs Mandela 
summoned him to her home 
just a week ago to speak about 
his testimony. Ishmail Se- 
menya. Mis Mandela’s lawyer, 
who sought to prevent Mr 
Ntombeni giving evidence, did 
not contest his claim. 



Family affair. Winnie Mandela, left, with daughter Zinzi 
at the TRC hearing yesterday Photograph: Reuters 


Allegations against Zinzi 
Mandela-Hlougwane were 
also made yesterday by another 
former club member, Leraio- 
di Ikaneng. He claimed she in- 
stigated and participated in the 
torture of youths accused of 
raping a schoolgirl. 

Mr Ikaneng revealed a 
large scar across his neck. He 
said be had been left for dead 
in a field in 1989 after Mrs 
Mandela found out he had giv- 
en the police a statement 
about a murder committed by 
Siswe Sithole, the father of one 
of Zinzi 's four children. 

Mr Ikaneng said Gerry 
Richardson, the former 
"coach" of the football club, 
had cut his throat with garden 
sheers. Mr Richardson is serv- 
ing life for the murder of 
Stompie Seipei Moeketsi, 14. 
in 1989. Mrs Mandela was 
convicted of kidnapping the 
boy. Richardson is expected to 
testify today that Mrs Mandela 
ordered him to kill Stompie. 

Mrs Mandela is expected to 
testify tomorrow. A tasie of 
what might be in store was of- 
fered yesterday after ANC ac- 
tivist Evodia Nkandimeng. 33. 
claimed that Mrs Mandela 
had an affair with a police spy. 

With no hard evidence to 
offer, Mr Semenya accused Ms 
Nkandimeng of being a police 
spy. Archbishop Desmond 
Tutu, TRC chairman, admon- 
ished the lawyer. 

Yesterday, Alex Borainc. 
TRC deputy chairman, ex- 
pressed the Commission's gen- 
eral dissatisfaction with the 
level of honesty among wit- 
nesses that have so far ap- 
peared - whether ANC big 
wigs or prisoners serving life. 
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£ 297 .; 


£349.5 


AtnuMbte from your local 

Byte, PC World, 
Staples, Tempo 
or John Lewis 
Partnership 


Move into another dimension - 
create your own CDs. 


Lola of business tools will enhance your 
performance. Thu HP SureStore CD- Writer 
Plus doesn't just <l*» that - il lifts you into 
anolht-r dimension. 

Because now yon can collect together 
th<- elements i.f multi-media including sound, 
graphics, vide** and data, and create a 
vivid, sophisticated CD that will impress 
clients and colleagues alike. Pile transfer is 
simplicity itself, using drag and drop, whilst 
fps are lie- ideal way to communicate 


with anyone who has a standard CD-ROM, 
The HP Su restore CD-Writer Plus is a new 
generation of re-writable drive. It means you 
can delete or replace files on CD just 
like a floppy - in fact it’s the equivalent or 
up to 460 floppies!* HP offers the complete 
solution with drive, software as well as a blank 
HP re-writable CD in the box. 

Go for HP SureStore CD-Writer Phis and 
take a leap ahead. Into another dimension. 
For your nearest stockist call 0990 47474V. 
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Why patenting this face could 
help boost celebrity fortunes 


I 

I 
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An attempt to patent 
the face of Diana, 
Princess of Wales is 
likely to prevent her 
image being used in 
cheap merchandising. It 
is also, asjqjo Moyes 
discovers, indicative of 
celebrities* attempts to 
take even greater 
control over their 
publicity. 

The last attempt to “patent” a 
face was when the pop star 
Adam Ant tried to prevent the 
publication of cheap posters 
bearing his “New Romantic” 
look. The judge in that case 
ruled that there was no 
copyright on someone’s 
appearance. 

But now, due to the en- 
largement of the 1994 Trade- 
mark Act, it is possible to 
register much more. Because of 
this, lawyers acting for the 
Princess of Wales Memorial 
Fund have sent 26 photographs 
of her to be registered with the 
Patent Office, in a move which 
could generate millions of 
pounds -and have huge impli- 
cations for living celebrities. 

The photographs cover the 
Princess from almost all angles, 
and with different hairstyles. 
This means that anyone wish- 
ing to use on merchandise a 
photograph which was “sub- 
stantially similar” to any of 
those 26 images would have to 
apply to the Memorial Fund for 
permission, and would be liable 
to pay a fee. 

In a concurrent move, the of- 
fice is also applying to register 
the name Diana, Princess of 
Wales, as a trademark. The 
two moves would effectively 
give control of the Princess's im- 
age to the hind office, and 
transfer the Princess's s tatus into 
that of a trading emblem. 

John Major, the former 
prime minister, who is acting as 
financial guardian to Princes 
William and Harry, is expected 
to go to file High Court before 
Christmas to pass the trademark 
rights from the Princess to the 
Memorial Fund. 

Mr Major is said to want to 
establish that the young princes 
ultimately own the image and 
name of their mother. The de- 
cision on the trademark appli- 
cation is likely to take six months. 

Kate Knigbtiey Day, of the 
Memorial Fund office, said yes- 
terday: “Such an application is 
highly unusual. It has been 
prompted by the extensive 



misuse of likeness, which ex- 
tends beyond mere photo- 
graphic images." 

According to Robin Fry, 
media lawyer at Stephens In- 
nocent, this is an ambitious in- 
terpretation of the law, and one 
which may well be challenged. 


“It's a frighteuer. If people see 
that all things bearing this im- 
age bear trademark, and it's 
backed up by threats from 
lawyers a lot of people will ca- 
pitulate. It's cheaper to buy a li- 
cense and pay the 5 per cent to 
the fund." 


Where does that leave pho- 
tographers who might have 
compiled hundreds of their 
own images of the Princess? 
“They'd be able to use their own 
photographs for newspaper cov- 
erage, but it's possible 
that they would be blocked 


Face and fortune: Lawyers 
acting for the Princess of 
Wales Memorial Fund have 
sent 26 photographs of her 
from almost ail angles and 
with different hairstyles to 
be registered with the 
Patent Office. 
Merchandisers would have 
to seek permission to use 
photographs ‘substantial fy 
similar* to those images 

Photograph: Tim Graham 


from using them for merchan- 
dising.” 

According to Mr Fry. images 
could still be used as long as they 
were illustrative - but not as a 
basis for making money. He re- 
ferred to a recent case in Scot- 
land, where ihe pop group Wet 
Wei Wet had registered their 
name as a trademark and sub- 
sequently attempted to block an 
unauthorised biography in the 
same name. 

"The hook was initially 
blocked, but it went to appeal 
and the judge said that was 
wrong, as the phrase Wet Wet 
Wet was being used to say what 
the book was about." Mr Fry 
said. “On that basts, you would 
still be able to bring out a book 
called Diana. Princess of Wales. 
with photographs, but not a 
photograph album. 

"The most relevant thing is 
they're firing a warning shot 
across people's bows. Even if 
manufacturers* lawyers labour 
late into tbe night, it's not always 
going to be worth it." 

Tbe Diana memorabilia in- 
dustry is estimated to be worth 
around £lOOm worldwide. The 
Princess's solicitors have writ- 
ten more than 700 letters to 
companies to attempt to ensure 
that the memorial fund re- 
ceives a share of the sale of 
Diana-related goods. 

Recognising the lucrative 
possibilities of fame, celebrities 
are increasingly keen to take 
control of their image. Eric 
Cantona, for example, at- 
tempted to register shirts 
marked “Cantona 7' and the 
catchphrase “Ooh Aah Can- 
tona". and Damon HUI tried to 
register the image of himself 
wearing his helmet. 

“What is worrying is that in- 
stead of being used for legitimate 
commercial purposes, this will be 
used as a means of censorship. 
For example, in the Wet Wet Wei 
case they didn't like what was in- 
side the book," said Mr Fry. 
“What is interesting in Diana's 
case is that it has come now 
rather than during her life." 


Earl pays price to keep 
infidelities under wraps 


Earl Spencer’s eight-year marriage 
will end today with a quickie 
divorce. According to Ian Burrell, the 
£2m settlement was the price the 
Earl was prepared to pay for his 
wife’s silence on ‘marital 
confidences*. 

“It won't last," ducked some observers at 
St Maty's Church, near Althorp, when 
Charles Edward Maurice, the ninth Earl 
Spencer, pledged himself to a beautiful 
model. The couple had met only a few 
weeks earlier and Darius Guppy, who was 
later to be jailed fora bogus jewel robbery 
insurance scam, was tbe best man. 

Sure enough, in a rubber-stamping 
ceremony today at court room number 17 
at the Supreme Court in Cape Tbwn, the 
Earl's marriage to Victoria Lockwood will 
be annulled. 

It was September 1989 when Victoria 
Lockwood trailed limply beside Charles Al- 
thorp at their wedding. She looked utterly 
miserable and far from looking happy he 
looked sombre, as though be was carrying 
out another ancestral duty. 

When, in an announcement from his 
bathtub. Lord Spencer first told his wife that 
he believed their relationship was scup- 
pered. he can have had little idea that in- 
timate details of the couple's problems 
would be relayed to the world’s media. 

That, to a degree, is what has happened 
during what was supposed to have been a 
hearing which would simply decide whether 
the couple's divorce should be heard in Eng- 
land or South Africa. 

Instead, lawyers for Lady Spencer al- 
leged that her husband bad between 10 and 
12 affairs while she was fighting to over- 
come drink and drug dependencies. 

It could have been worse. The full stoiy 
of Lond Spencer’s alleged adultery would 
have emerged had the Countess been 
allowed to take the witness stand. 

Yet after hours of discussions, the 
prospect of that scenario was dispelled by 
a settlement, announced in the early hours 
of yesterday morning and believed to in- 
clude a £2m dean break pay-out. 

Significantly, a p re- prepared statement 
said: “A fundamental term of tbe agreement 
is that we undertake to tbe courts of 
South Africa and England not to breach our 
marital confidences or to give further de- 
tails of this settlement." 

Yesterday the two legal teams met in 
chambers to sort out the final details. 

Difficulties in drawing up the papers 
and sorting out bank details were under- 
stood to be behind the delay, which meant 
the divorce could not go through yesterday. 

Lord Spencer. 33, wanted the divorce 
to be heard in South Africa but his wife 
wanted it in England where any settlement 
was likely to be higher. 

She sought a £3.75m clean break set- 
tlement but her husband offered only a 
lump sum of £300,000 and other perks in- 
cluding a house in a smart suburb of Cape 
Town. 

The family fortune is estimated at 
£1 00m but the Earl said most of his assets 



Triangle: Countess Spencer, the Earl, 
and his mistress Chantal Collopy, 
who was ready to tell all 


were tied up with the Althorp family home 
in Northamptonshire. 

Yesterday at Althorp, security was 
stepped up amid fears that intruders were 
trying to reach the grave of Diana, Princess 
of Wiles. 

The Earl's spokeswoman, SheDey-Anne 
Gaircourt, said that a sophisticated secu- 
rity system was put in after two people tried 
to climb perimeter walls. 

She said the incident occurred two 
months ago. more than a mile from the 
grave site, and the police were not involved. 

Ms Gaircourt added that the plans for 
a fence around Diana's island resting 
place were not introduced as a security mea- 
sure. "They are decorative iron gates be- 
ing put up in the vicinity of the island," she 
said. 





Chat as long as you like over Christmas for just 50p. 
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If auld acquaintance be forgot, then thank heavens for the Cable & 
Wireless offer on UK long distance calls. Whether you call Aunt 
Lorna on Christmas Day. Boxing Day. or New Year's Day, It doesn't 
matter how long it takes vo catch up, it won’t cost more than 50p. 
On these three days (as well as every Saturday and Sunday up to 
31 December 1997). every UK tong distance call will be charged at 


the normal rate until It reaches 50p. After that, you can stay on die 
phone for as long as you like without paying a penny more. 

This seasonal offer is Just one of the many ways we can save you 
money on your cans every day of the week. So. for a Merry Christmas 
and a very prosperous New Year, see how much you could save with 
Cable & Wireless. FreeCaB 0500 500 366 quoting RJNDCL. 
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What pitas remate access? 

The IBM Network Station is a tiny 
black box that looks great beside 
a superthin IBM monitor. And it's 
cheap to buy. But what's making it 
the darting of network managers 
and finance directors alike is 
the astonishing cost of ownership 
figures - up to 70% savings 
in the medium to long term. 
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Teamworking 40% 
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Commerce 44% 


Customer service 47 % 


Inventory mgt 53 % 
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Database access 68 % 




Ai intranet makes good business 
sense. Here’s what companies got 
back on tbefr investment over 
tiie first year. (Source: Meta Group) 




FACT 


The same IBM RS/6000 server 
technology that gets people 
working together now gets planets 
working together. NASA put 
RS/6000 technology on board 
the Pathfinder mission to Mars. 
Having travelled 310 million miles 
at op to 75,000 mpfa and 
withstanding temperatures 
between zero and minus 55*C, it 
sent back images of the red planet 
that astonished onr bine one. 


e-business MADE THIS AD 


Lotus Notes was used between 
New \brk and Paris to view initial 
layouts and photo selections. 
Copy was sent by e-mail to Stockholm 
and Copenhagen for translation 
into local country versons. 
Meanwhile copy was crafted into 
shape by the typographer ri London, 
with versions zapping to and from 
Paris via ISON until final approval. 
(This was not a stunt to prove 

a point, but everyday practice.) 
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With IBM e-business solutions, you can work long distance yet still be an intimate part of the team. Using Lotus Notes, a sales rep armed with a ThinkPad can access 

your company's most up-to-date information, pricing and stock availability before it becomes ancient history. 


Business doesn’t wcas v 


With an extranet, you can link work teams from different companies to collaborate on a single project. The result is greatly improved communication, streamlined 
decision-making and drastically reduced cycle times. (Note: IBM recommends the use of a mouse rather than a lizard.) 
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LOTUS notes IS a trademark 


OF LOTUS DEVELOPMENT CORPO^ 11 /, 
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Wad can access 


You keep hearing about it and you wonder 
whether it could apply to your business. 

e-business. Electronic business. Using the Internet to 
work together in new, and better ways. 

The issues at stake feature on every company’s agen- 
da: increasing productivity, reducing cycle times, 
f bnp roving speed to market, saving on the cost of get- 
ting things done. 

(A recent study showed that most companies run at 
only a fifth of their capacity.) 

But what does it take to make a business five times 
more efficient? Is it possible? 

IBM is helping make e-business work. 

e-business is the future of working together. 

Thousands of businesses are consulting IBM to 
move through the three levels of collaboration. 

The first level , e-mail, is useful in connecting people 
for faster, fluid communication, but it only scratches 
the surface of how e-business systems can help people 
work together. The second level is an intranet. 


intranets with the epithet ‘‘‘‘Plenty of Bang for the Buckl 
when £1 invested can reap £1.68 in value.) 

The third level of collaboration, the most 
benefit- rich, is an extra net. This links the key players 
involved in your everyday business processes to 
achieve total collaboration; dealers, suppliers, busi- 
ness partners, customers. Everyone is connected. 

Andersen Consulting nails it "the new supply 
chain! In this new model, the supplier senses the 
needs of the retailer and responds to them. 

Once an order has been filled, the supplier continues 
to monitor the clients satisfaction and can suggest 
improvements on an ongoing basis. For both retailers 
and suppliers the advantages an* significant. 

We all work better when we all woik together. 

Using an IBM collaborative solution, people at Dayco 
Corporation worked out how to reduce the number of 
manufacturing processes from 48 to 25. 

Other IBM customers have used collaborative 
solutions to dramatic effect. Mien General Motors 


This private network allows your company to create an started using electronic form processing to reach its 


wk as well without 


{Hm, strea? 


I , informally collaborative environment without 

I 

investing a lot of money. 

When designing a corporate intranet, Lotus Notes 
is a shrewd choice of environment because, more 
than mere software, its a platform that goes across 
other platforms. 

This allows people to share documents, expertise or 
opinions anywhere in the world as easily as sharing 
them in the same room. 

The Investment that more than pays for itself. 

j', A recent study by the Meta Group determined that 
corporate intranets had an average retum-on-invest- 
ment of 38%. Pretty good. 

; But the study found that passive intranets - the pub- 
' fishing-only variety - bad only a 22% ROI. Those that 
' provided collaborative capabilities had a 40% ROI. 

And At^^Kat gave people: access to dynamic and 
- - up-to^^^Site .information had a 68% ROI. 

!_■ The^f&e more interactive your Web site - the 
mo^'^Ifebc^tioh rich' 1 - the better the payoff for 
yoiir iusiness. ; _ 

Business Week summed up 


1 COM^y^PROpUCT OB service names may be trademarks 


dealers, the cost of setting up a purchase order went 
from £35 to 10 pence. Here are three more examples. 

CaS6 Study 1" Gabetti. Italy’s foremost property bro- 
ker, uses an IBM intranet /Internet solution to forge 
a competitive edge. Properly details an* 
up-dated centrally and shared across a nationwide 
network. Customers have Web access to a 24 hour 
property catalogue. 

Case Study 2: Coloplast. a leatfing Danish health care 
product manufacturer, is planning a seeure zone for its 
Web site as a global forum for new product develop- 
ment. IBM based the site on Lotus Notes. 

Case Study 3: Castro! International, as a sponsor of 
formula one racing, distributes high quality action 
photos to the worlds press direct from tracks if le - via 
the Web. The solution, built by Agora, an IBM partner, 
uses Lotus Notes. 

Join us: www.ibm.com/e-business 

To keep up with the latest IBM e-business 
solutions, lake a look and log on olten. 

Or call us on 0800 675 675. quoting 1D1. 

The future of your business starts here. 

OF OTHERS. 


e-business 


Solutions for a small planet 
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Pan, who and what art thou? 
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1991 wish-fulfilment fantasy, ’Hook' 

’ Photoiyaphs: © Djsriejc Maryans - 
Picture Library Fotq Mtz 


As JM Barrie's evergreen '. 
classic returns to the 
London stage, Paul Taylor 
wonders: is Peter Pan just 
a boy who wouldn't grow 
up or a perennial symbol 
of reproach to all parents 
for never being there 
when they’re wanted? 


The exact state of diplomatic re- 
lations between Never Land 
and the United Kingdom has al- 
ways been unclear, but let us 
suppose, for the sake of argu- 
ment. that Peter Pan, in his 
annual flights between the two, 
has now been ordered to car- 
ry identification papers. “Pan, 
who and what art thou?" puz- 
zles Captain Hook just before 
the climactic skirmish in JM 
Barrie's classic play. “Tra youth. 
I'm joy. I'm a little bird that has 
broken out of the egg." crows 
the hero - an answer unlikely, 
you'd have thought, to cut 
much ice with the immigration 
authorities. 

To the tidy, form-filling, bu- 
reaucratic mind, the alternative 


descriptions wouldbeequally, 
unappetising. “The Boy Who 
Would Not Grow Up" is how 
the sub-title characterises Rrter, 
ear-marking him as the pio- 
neering patron saint of all those 
who make a career out of per- 
manently arrested develop- 
ment. Wouldn’t want many 
more of them in the country, 
now, would we? 

And what kind of wet. dan- 
gerous talk is this, from a re- 
vealing programme note Barrie 
penned for the Paris premiere 
in 1908? “Perhaps he [Peter} 
was a little boy who died young 
and this is how the author con- 
ceived his subsequent adven- 
tures. Bsrhaps he was a boy who 
was never born at ail - a boy 
whom some people longed for, 
but who never came. It may be 
that those people bear him at 
the window more clearly than 
children do.” 

Barrie - who spent his child- 
hood trying to be a substitute 
for his mother's favourite son 
[who had died young and be- 
come a “boy eternal") and who 
spent his childless adulthood 


projectingfns psychic needs on 
to an adoptive family of five 
boys - would be hard put. 
these days, to convince the au- 
thorities that Peter should not 
be confiscated at customs on 
the grounds of being a paedo- 
phile fantasy. 

Yet, every Christmas, on 
scores of stages and in one of 
the most uplifting entries for a 
hero ever written, the lights in 
the Darling nursery are 
dimmed, the windows rattle 
thrilliagly and in flies what any 
rational mind would dub a most 
undesirable alien. Three hours 
later, at the end of this tragedy 

- and, despite all the fun, a 
tragedy it is, and of a peculiar- 
ly haunting and individual kind 

- there will be audible sobbing, 
most of it coming, significant- 
ly, from the grown-ups. For if 
Never Land - with its pirates, 
mermaids, and redskins, its si- 
multaneous seasons, and its 
whole air of being a parodic 
paste-up of previous children's 
adventure literature - is (in Bar- 
rie’s words) “a map of a child's 
mind", the play itself constitutes 
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a kind of map against which 
each generation can measure 
the subsequent shifts in adult 
child relations and in concepts 
of innocence. As with any great 
classic, the meaning of Peter Pan 
alters over time. 

Opening at the National 
Theatre on 16 December is a 
revival of the John Caird/ 
Trevor Nunn version that 
was such a huge and de 
served hit for the RSC 
in its Nunn-run days 
back in the early 
19SQs. This is the 
adaptation of the 
play that, as one 
critic put it, “ele- 
vated [Peter Pan \ 
from the ghetto of children’s 
theatre into a national master- 
piece". It reclaimed, so to 
speak, the Tights of Man. by 
breaking the pantomimic “Prin- 
cipal Boy" tradition and as- 
signing the eponymous role to 
a male actor 1 first Miles An- 
derson and then the brilliant 
Mark Rylance). It reflected 
Barrie's endless tinkering with 
his myth by interleaving the 
published play text of 1928 
with bits from his other ver- 
sions, including the 1911 novel- 
isation and the (unfilmed) 
Paramount screen scenario he 
wrote for Charlie Chaplin. 

And it brought Barrie on to 
the stage as a character, the me- 
diator of his own creation. 
These changes converged and 
crystallised in a piercing sense 
of tragedy. In a pattern typical 
of Barrie’s plays (eg The Ad- 
mirable Crichlon or Mary Rose ) 
and of their great Shakespear- 
ian ancestor, A Midsummer 
Nigftt 's Dream , the mortals are. 
in the end, transported back 
from the magical to the real 
world, where sad but necessary 
adjustments to mundane con- 
formity have to be made. 

As the Darling children are 
joyously reunited with their 
parents, the Barrie character in 
the Nunn/Caird version makes 
sure we notice the unremarked 
spectre at this emotional feast, 
using words interpolated from 
the 1911 novelisation: “but 
there was none to see them ex- 
cept a strange boy who was star- 
ing in at the window. He bad 
ecstasies innumerable that oth- 
er children can never know; hut 
he was looking through the win- 
dow at the one joy from which 
he must be for ever barred". 
The “Bey Would Not Grow 
Up" is revealed as the boy 
who now could not grow up, 
even if he half-wished to and his 
behaviour and Cyclical amnesia 
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begin 
to look 


like a ra 


tionalisa 


tion of this 


fact. The alter 


native to ageing 


dullness, and death is 
registered as at once defiantly 
buccaneering and desperately 
bleak; to be marooned for eter- 
nity in an adventure play- 
ground. 

Jt will be fascinating to see 
how this fine 1 980s adaptation 
of a play from the start of the 
century comes across at its 
dose, given that, in the decade 
and a half between the two pro- 
ductions, the agenda on chil- 
dren has somewhat shifted. 
This was abundantly clear in 
“The Runaway Mother", a re- 
cent article in the New Yorker 
in which a working mum, Stacy 
Scbiff, uses a tendentious read- 
ing or children's literature in a 
painfully embarrassing attempt 
to assuage her semi-acknowl- 
edged guilt at consigning her 
child to carers. Ac air-condi- 
tioned breeze of almost con- 
scious self-deception runs 
through this article about how 
nannies predominate over 
mothers in children's litera- 
ture. and it was made all the 
eerier by the fact that it came 
out right at the kill of the 
Louise Woodward trial yet 
made no mention whatsoever 
of that case. 

Ms Scbiffs idea is that, 
notwithstanding all the pain on 
both sides, working mothers, in 
absenting themselves, liberate 
their children into experiences, 
adventures and ways of seeing 
they would never happen upon 
if constantly chaperoned by 
mum. “The [baby-] sitter rep- 
resents the child's first brush 
with relativity." she writes, cap- 
turing the New Yorker's au- 
thentic note of guff tottering 
around on stylistic stilts. 

Conveniently ignoring the 
fact that there is a rare breed 
of father who actually chooses 
to stay at home to look after bis 
kids, Ms Schiff makes several 
crucial references to Peter Pan, 
a work in which the nanny- 
problem is solved by the novel 


ibfrfft tkT ' o£; 
employing a 
Newfoundland 
dog. The most star- 
tling of these runs; 
The ahsenl mother has an- 
other secreL too - an awkward, 
half-realised one. For a few 
minutes every day, our value 
scare, precisely because, like the 
Darling children, we have self- 
ishly skipped oft ‘like the most 
heartless things in the world'. 
We are not waiting at home for 
those unfeeling children to re- 
turn from their exploits, as is the 
limp, much-maligned Mrs Dar- 
ling. a woman who. JM Barrie 
tells us. ‘had no proper spirit’.” 

So there we have it: the 
modern parent-child relation - 
a precise role-reversal of Peter 
Pan's ending, where now it's the 
kids who hang round, awaiting 
their mother s arrival back from 
the truanting Never Land of 
work. Ms Scbiffs entire argu- 
ment is falsely based: it cites as 
proof of its insights what hap- 
pens in classic children’s liter- 
ature, when the adventures 
therein are more often useful 
in showing how grown-ups have 
pictured children imaginative- 
ly compensating for parental 
neglect. 

A raucously revisionist les- 




-phfc menage with MummyUar- 
Ikig IL They were the oppressed 
majority here, for everyone was 
gay apart from the shrilly prej- 
udiced Darling children and I, 
for one. will never foiget the fe- 
male audience's shouts of “Give 
her one!" when the actress 
playing Peter bent solicitously 
over the ailing Tinkerbell. 

What Schiff s article recalls 
most strongly, though, is Hook, 
Steven Spielberg’s unholy won- 
derful mess of a movie which 
is the example par excellence of 
using Peter Pan as the spring- 
board for a middle-class guilt- 
trip. Instead of Lost Boys, it's 
lost fatherhood that is Spiel- 
berg's focus as he presents us 
with Robin Williams's re- 
pressed, workaholic parent who 
takes his job everywhere and is 
almost frightened of giving his 
kids quality time. Why? Be- 
cause he’s out of touch with the 
child inside in the most colos- 
saily mythic way imaginable. 
This suit of a guy is “in denial” 
(hat he is Peter Pan and ooce 
lived in Never Land. His chil- 
dren are kidnapped and carried 
off there by Dustin Hoffman’s 
excellent Captain Hook (a 
guffawing cross between Terry 
Thomas and Basil Brush) who 


happy thoiigBSSpat can make 
him airborne ^^in is the fact 
that he is a fttfjfier? This is wish- 
fulfilment of a-breath takingly 
naked kind 'add riddled with 
contradjctionsfit's a bit like pre- 
senting a stage version of Kaf- 
ka's Metamorphosis in which 
waking up as a gigantic piece of 
vermin represents a dream- 
come-true for the protagonist. 
But you're somehow swept 
away by the director’s obsessive, 
uncircumspect emotional in- 
vestment in this fantasy. What 
was ET after all, but a Peter Pan 
from Outer Space? 

Fusing as superior to the 
Peter Pan myth and its variants 
is, indeed, a mug' s game, as my 
own experience makes clear. 
Watching Hook again for the 
purposes of this article, l (bund 
myself irritatedly dismissing an 
interruption from our youngest 
child, who is five: “Florence, will 
you please go away. I’m trying 
to take notes. ’’ There’s an 
irony: Robin Williams, e’est 
moi. But Peter Pan and its many 
spin-offs in all genres (there's 
fine mischievous use made of 
it in Beryl Bainbridge’s^tii Aw- 
fully Big Adventure and in the 
Off Broadway staging by geri- 
atrics imagined in Muriel 
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bian adaptation of Peter Pan at 
the Drill Hall in 1992 seized on 
the fact that, while the children's 
father, Mr Darling, is present in 
Never Land in the dream-like 
proxy form of Captain Hook 
I indeed, the two characters arc 
almost invariably played by the 
same actor). Mrs Darling is 
more or less completely mar- 
ginalised. So this version shift- 
ed the bias in the opposite 
direction, with a Mummy Dar- 


poses as the all-attentive father 
the little son never had. kitting 
the latter out as an identical 
Charles II miniature of himself. 

The movie is a fascinating, 
hopelessly flawed, but funny 
and moving attempt to recon- 
cile the irreconcilable. Peter Pan 
as an American adult who finds 
it hard to bond with the inner 
scamp or to tum off his mobile 
phone? Peter Pan as Corporate 
Man. who only rediscovers how 


Spark’s novel. The Hothouse h’ 
the East River) have a constant 
capacity to catch us offguard, 
which is why, like its weird ad- 
mi rable, deeply unfortufl aie 
hero, the original play will re - 
main for ever young. 


The Nunn/Caird 'Peter Pan 
fpns previewing on Monday 
opens Tuc 16 Dec Royal ij*. , 
tional Theatre, South ) 
London SEl {0171-92821® j 
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When Tomorrow Never 
, Dies’ opens next week 
j 007 won’t be the only 
. one Jn for the kill. 
Designing clothes for the 
worid’s most stylish 
secret agent - and his 
enemies - can be a 
licence to sell, says 
Francesca Fearon. 

You think you’re watching 
action heroes, but you Ye really 
window shopping. 

Thar’s the conclusion that 
the likes of Armani and Cerruti 
and Hugo Boss have reached, 
and you know they can't be 
wrong. Arm ani has worked on 
mpre than 90 films, including 
Bdtnuuv and The Bodyguard ; 
Cerruti has notched up a sim- 
BarV nimjber. Italian ..-label 
Ermenegildo Zegna’s latest 
credits are The Devil's Advocate, 
and Kenneth Branagh in The 
Gingerbread Man. 

•J Ever since the first moving 
; were shown, films have 
to be the perfect forum 
>g off fashion. With 

held captive for two 

White the camera mag- 



nifies every designer detail on 
to a huge screen, it is surely the 
most profitable form of free ad- 
vertising there is. The design- 
ers provide the clothes free, of 
course - and, of course, it’s dead 
important that the folk see the 
label. 

■ It was no accident that 
Armani launched his menswear 
collection in the US on the back 
of the success of American 
Gigofo. The timing was certainly 
right. 

“In the Eighties men start- 
ed loifocus more on fitness and 
the right dose of vanity," says 
Giorgio Armani. “They tended 
to be more flexible in the way 
of do thing .and became less 
conservative and traditionalist" 

Rocky IV propelled Hugo 
Boss into the US market But 
now it’s that James Bond mo- 
ment again: Tomorrow Never 
Dies premieres next week. 
Enter the Italian bespoke tailor 
Brioni, with a licence to dress. 

Bond has had a tricky sart- 
orial history, and that’s down to 
the different actors who have 
played the role over the years. 
Tbe truth about Bond and 
clothes is the same as the truth 
about Bond himself. Sean Corn 


oeiy was the only one who was 
really the business. Roger 
Moore is remembered for his 
Seventies slacks, and Timothy 
Dalton for his complete lack of 
dress sense; Sean Connery's 
timeless Sixties tailoring is the 


look best liked on Bond. 

“It was simple, classic and 
partly period." explains the 
costume designer. Lindv 
Hemming*. 

That is just the image she 
was seeking for Pierre Brosnan. 


the first Bond since Connery to 
look and feel right: the first one 
really worth dressing (or un- 
dressing). “1 wanted a look 
that Bund would have chosen 
for himself - slightly SjviIc 
Row -but would not make him 


stand out in a crowd." she says. 
So Hemmings chose Brioni to 
kit out Bond, because the tai- 
lors of Savile Row did not have 
the capacity to produce wi thin 
two weeks the 17 suits required, 
complete with special inside 


Above, from left: Pierce Brosnan as Bond in Tomorrow Never Dies’ wears made-to-measure Brioni suit with side 
vents, £2,000, from Beale & Inman, 131-133 New Bond Street, London Wl (0171-629-4723); co-star Jonathan Pryce 
wears black shirt and black stretch wool suit, all by Kenzo, about £430, from Selfridges and branches of Woodhouse 
(enquiries, 0171-235-4021); Gotz Otto wears made-to-measure suit in a wool/mohair mix, by Ozwald Boateng. 
Ready-to-wear prices start at £895. 9, Vigo Street, London Wl (0171-734-6868) 



Above: Harrison Ford in ‘Airforce One’ wore Cerruti suit, £700 off the peg, to be sold at Christie’s for an estimated 
£1,800 to £2,200; Richard Gere wore Armani for ‘American Gigolo’ 


pockets in which 007 could 
slash his Whither PPK. 

Rather than impose a cur- 
rent season’s look on her char- 
acters. which she believes 
would have dated the film, 
Hemmings has used clothes to 
define each personality. In 
Tomorrow Never Dies, Bond is 
classical; Jonathan Pryce as 
the villain. Carver, is modern 
and minimalist, wearing clothes 
adapted from Kenzo; and the 
henchman. Stamper, played by 
Gotz Otto, wears Ozwald 
Boateng. which, says Hem- 
mings, is “tbe reflection of a 
young, modern hard man " 

At Christie’s, South Ken- 
sington, you can buy suits 
straight off the screen if you've 
a few tens of thousands to 
spare. The navy suit Harrison 
Ford wears in Airforce One is 
one be bought off the rail from 
Cemjti and thought would fit 
the part. Cerruti then ran up 36 
copies, to be worn by Ford and 
his stunt doubles in the film. 
Very few of them survived the 
rigours of filming, but one that 
did is being sold for between 
£1.800 and £2200. complete 
with two bullet holes and imit- 
ation blood. 


Alongside the Cerruti at 
Christie's will be a dress suit, a 
navy three-piece and a cream 
linen suit designed specially for 
Sean Connery in Diamonds 
are Forever, both estimated to 
sell for between £4,500 and 
£6,500, and a brown wool suit 
from Thunderbolt. The most 
sought-after item however, will 
be the black wool dinner suit 
with claret lapels and matching 
trousers, that was made for 
Sean Connery, again for 1971’s 
Diamonds are Fomer. The low- 
est bid expected for that is 
£ 6 , 000 . 

So if you hanker after a suil 
once worn by your hero, then, 
at last, if you have tbe spare 
cash, this is your opportunity to 
realise a Hollywood dream, 
bullet holes and all. 

‘Tomorrow Never Dies’ pre- 
mieres in London on 9 Decem- 
ber, and goes on general release 
on 12 December. 

Christie's Film and Entcr- 
tainment Memorabilia sale will 
be held on 11 December at S5 
Old Brampton Road, South 
KensingtoruLtrndun SW7, from 
2pm. Call 0171-581 7611 for fur- 
ther details, or 0171-321 3152 for 
a catalogue. 
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Thank goodness for Kevyn Aucoin. 
He is tbe first make-up artist to do 
not only a readable book about ap- 
plying make-up, but a sweet, en- 
dearing and understandable one too. 
■ It's almost too much. . 

- In his introduction to Making 
/foes, which went straight to the top 
of the US non-fiction book chart last 
month, Aucoin says he hates the 
words “acceptable" and “normal”. He 
also strongly believes there are no 
rules to applying make-up; we have 
to find our own way, just as he did. 

Aucoin spent his childhood using 
his little sister, Carla, as amodel. We 
see her aged four, eight, 10. 12 and 
14, transformed by her brothers’ deft 
h pmf Today Aucoin is regarded as one 
of the best make-up artists in the 
world, despite his lack of formal 
training- Models swear by him, so do 
movie staraand Everywoman, which 
is no doubt why this new book has 
been so . popular in the States. He 
shows us every kind of make-up 
-technique in the book, and it is 
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The secret’s in the make-up: Marilyn Monroe - or is it 
Lisa Marie Presley? 


visually demonstrated on Julia 
Rubens. Gena Rowlands, Tina 
Turner, teenagers and even a trans- 
vestite, with ‘Ikw to" pictures. text, 
and handy tips. 

The single most important thing 
that comes across from this book is 
that make-up. applied o i meetly, is one 
ol the must powerful tools a woman 
can have. He shows us Sandy, a fifty- 
something black woman, whom he 
turn* In mi a Cleo Laine (nokalike into 
Diana R> *v-. He shi iws us 44-year-old 
Catherine, whose severe look he 
ifiens. and in the process makes ap- 
pear Iti years younger. He also 
demon stare (Os the power of a make- 
up as a transformer, with Drew Bar- 
rymore as a convincing Marlene 
Dkirich. anJ Isabella Rossellini as 
Barbra StrcisanJ. 

Basically, this is a make-up hunk 
lor people who are scared of make- 
up. bin don't want to be. Even 1 dis- 
covered l he correct wav to pluck my 
eyebrows. 

Melanie Rickey 


Christmas 


at Ernest Jones. 


Erne st Jones 

THe Diamond and Watch specialist. 
for your nearest store, call 01SI 9flS 9000 
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20/FAMILY AFFAIRS 


Husband v wife: crossing the battle lines 



Professor Gottman: The basic complaint we get from men is that they feel criticised by a wife who has an infinite list of unreasonable demands’ 


Photograph: Andrew Bourman 


Men are hopeless at 
talking about their 
feelings and incapable of 
facing emotional 
problems, and that's why 
so many marriages end 
in divorce, right? Not 
exactly, says Professor 
John Gottman. 

Jack O’Sullivan listens. 


Neanderthal m3n is a little out 
of fashion these days on Amer- 
ican campuses, so it's not often 
that you hear an urbane Amer- 
ican professor preaching his 
virtues. But John Gottman, pro- 
fessor of psychology at the Uni- 
versity of Washington in Seattle, 
is getting very excited about In 
Defence of the Caw Men. It’s cur- 
rently running on Broadway 
and for the professor, fast be- 
coming America's top marriage 
guru, the play is a great exam- 
ple of just how good men can be 
at relationships. 

’"There's this exchange,” he 
explains, “where the wife says, 
‘How can you be friends with 
Harry. I don't understand the 
basis of the friendship.' ‘Why?’ 
says the husband. ’We've been 
friends for years.' ‘Bui he's such 
a miser,’ replies the wife. ‘Such 
a penny pincher. U's so obnox- 
ious.' ‘Yeah/ says the husband. 
‘Bui he's my raiser.' 

“In other words." explains 
the professor, “he is saying that 
he accepts all his friend's faults. 
Its like a shoe that you've bro- 
ken in. It's comfortable because 
you like it and know it. He ac- 
cepts his friend with ail his 
faults and just appreciates 
what's positive about the rela- 
tionship. Men are much belter 
at that. Women are more ide- 
alistic. so in their relationships 
they work and work on problems 
and talk about iheir feelings and 
try lo make the relationship 
work belter and better.” 


In a way it's a strength be- 
cause the female approach can 
make for improved relation- 
ships. But. says the professor, it 
can also lead to great disillu- 
sionment - and divorce. 

This is not a perspective 
usually offered in the great de- 
bate about the massive rate of 

mar pagp hy galnto wn p fat-irean n 

typically leads to a resounding 
chorus. Men are the real prob- 
lem. It is a theme likely to 
echoed today at a major cou- 
. ference on “The Chaos of 
Love”, sponsored by One Plus 
One. the marriage research 
charity. After all, nearly three 
quarters of divorce proceedings 
are begun by women. And in ex- 
isting marriages, there seems to 
be plenty of evidence that 
women are getting a raw deal. 
Little more than half of married 
women would choose the same 
spouse if they bad a second 
chance. In contrast, nearly three 
quarters of guys would pick 
the same wife. The answer 
seems obvious. Men have to 
change. Everything, says the 
conventional wisdom, would be 
OK if only they became more 
like women, who, as the great 
emotional communicators, are 
assumed to have monopolised 
the skills required for success- 
ful wedlock. 

For Professor Gottman. 
however, the issue is a little 
more complicated. In some 
ways, women need to become 
more like men if marriages are 
to succeed. He has spent two 
decades at his Washington “love 
lab", recording the interactions 
of couples in an effort to develop 
scientifically proven advice on 
how to make a marriage last. In 
one study he successfully pre- 
dicted correctly 94 per cent of 
those who would be heading for 
divorce in three years' time. So 
he knows a thing or two about 
what makes a marriage thrive. 
At 55, bearded and sporting a 
skull cap. Professor Gottman 


brings to a subject that is all too 
often the preserve of talk shows 
and women’s magazines, the 
weighty consideration of a ra- 
bbinical sage. 

He traces the willingness of 
men to avoid conflict in imper- 
fect relationships to their ch3d- 
hood experiences of games. 
“Have you ever noticed," he says 
in his book published today, 
“that boys don't let quarrels 
break up the all-important 
game? It's not that they don’t gpt 
angry- boys quarrel afl the time 


certain level and the system 
floods with adrenaline. “If you 
had 20 men and 20 women in 
this room," says the professor, 
“and banged on the desk, you 
would find that the male heart 
rate gpes up higher and stays up 
longer than the women’s. So 
whereas men are more likely to 
say ‘I need to cool down. I need 
a break. 1 need to stop talking 
about this,' women will keep 
wanting to talk out an issue and 
become very distraught. But it 
is healthier for men to withdraw 


HOW TO ARGUE WITHOUT 
RUINING YOUR MARRIAGE 


1 . The magic 5 to I ratio: make sure there is five times as 
much positive feeling and interaction between you and your 
partner as there is negative 

2. Remove blame from your comments 

3. Say how you feel 

4. Listen to your partner 

5. Don't criticise or try to analyse your partners* personality 

6. Don't insult, mock or use sarcasm 

7 Be direct and stick with one situation, rather than dragging 
up the past 

8. Learn how to cairn yourself when floods of emotion block 
communication. Discuss how you can take a break 

9. Try to think of your partner's good qualities - praise and 
admire them. 

10. Look at these principles again and again, k takes a long 
time to learn new habits. 


on the ball field, arguing end- 
lessly over the rules - but they 
just don't seem to attach the 
same importance that g iris do to 
their arguments. In the most in- 
tense debates during boys’ 
games, the final word is always 
to ’play it over*. The goal is to 
literally ‘keep the ball in play’, 
to not let the emotions rule.” 

But there is also a physio- 
logical factor behind male in- 
clination to withdraw in 
instances of marital rows. Men 
find it very hard to relax a g ain 
once their heart rates reach a 


because they are taking care of 
their bodies. Women are very 
bad at knowing when they need 
a break." This explains why 
some women will stay in a rela- 
tionship that is really harmful to 
them. 

This then is one lesson that 
women can learn from men - 
that sometimes it is important 
to take time out when arguing, 
rather than pursue the matter re- 
lentlessly. 

Are there any other virtues 
in the male model of ffiemfchip? 

“One way in which men are 


dearly superior to women in the 
interpersonal realm," he says, “is 
in the ability to play. In a close 
marital relationship, men are 
just belter in the silly areas, in 
being aware of the absurdity of 
life, in their ability to laugh at 
themselves. Women are just 
much, much more serious. It is 
the guy who will throw the 
snowball at his wife as she is 
walking out of church. Women 
really like humour and appre- 
ciate it in men. And it really ben- 
efits children. The ability of a 
father to be a playmate turns out 
lobe very important in helping 
children learn the ability to 
regulate their emotions. Fa- 
thers who arc playful with their 
kids have children who get very 
excited, but arc able to calm 
down. They have 3 much better 
relationship with other chil- 
dren - it’s true of daughters as 
well as sons." 

Professor Gottman's book by 
no means cheerleads for men in 
marriage. His research has not 
surprisingly identified the seis- 
mic rift in many marriages as be- 
ing the inability of many men 
to communicate their feelings 
and emotions to women in an 
acceptable form, leading lo dis- 
satisfaction among women. 
Great frustration is also felt at 
male failure to engage with 
female complaints, by 
stonewalling and defensiveness. 

Men and women, he con- 
cludes. are each prisoners of an 
evolutionary heritage ill-suited 
to successful modem marriage. 
“For men," says the professor, 
“the problem is our role of 
keeping vigilant, making sure 
everyone is safe. That is in 
some ways now a liability. It ex- 
plains why after a marital con- 
flict men arc much more likely 
to be rehearsing thoughts that 
maintain distress. They are 
maintai rung vigilance until they 
get a chance to retaliate." And 
it is just such vindictiveness that 
poisons relationships. 


The woman's liability from 
evolution is a tendency towards 
enmeshment with those around 
her. once a means of securing 
safety for feeding and raising 
children. “So women are very 
quick to think of any issue at all, 
even if it is stress in the guy’s life 
at work, as collective, their 
stress. The basic complaint we 
get from men is that they feel 
criticised by a wife who has an 
infinite list of unreasonable de- 
mands and that they would 
have to change their entire per- 
sonality to keep their wives 
happy.” 

It’s a depressing picture, I 
suggest, of men and women 
doomed by evolution to play out 
a conflict beyond their control 
and understanding. Is it possi- 
ble for couples to find common 
ground? 

Certainly, reassures the pro- 
fessor. “In the marriages that are 
working, women are softening 
their start up, when an argument 
begins, instead of aiming down 
like the Darobusters us they 
might with their girlfriends. In- 
stead of saying: 'You're so cold 
and unemotional. You never pay 
attention to me,’ they’ll say, i 
have really been missing you 
lately. You're such a good kiss- 
er. Last Sunday when we wctc 
kissing in the kitchen, it was 
great Can we do more of that?' 
And the guys who are making 
marriages work are accepting 
the influence of women on what 
they do. They are modifying 
their behaviour instead of with- 
drawing in the face of com- 
plaints. In other words, in 
people who are making their 
marriages work, we are seeing 
a meeting in the middle. We are 
seeing men and women taking 
the best from Lhe female and the 
male models of friendship." 


TiTry Marriages Succeed or Fail 
-And How You Can Make Yours 
Last' by John Gottman. Blooms- 
tnuy, £9.99. 
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BELO VED AND B ONK 

Diary of a divorce 


Worried about 


a good parent? Relax, it’s out of your hands 
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It’s a long time but the horrible penny has 
finally dropped in the dot and the little notice 
has popped up in my brain: Beloved is not com- 
ing back: Not never no bow. Even if I promise 
never to say f*** in front of the children again, 
or never to Jet anyone believe I actually finished 
my PhD or praise the Daily Telegraph's foreign 
news when I’ve never read it No amount of bar- 
gaining with arty unseen power is going to make 
any difference. 

And it’s beginning to feel OK. I have whole 
days now when Beloved and Bonk just slip my 
mind like a shopping list left in a coat pocket. 
Things are becoming normal again and I'm get- 
ting ridiculous amounts of pleasure out of it: the 
other evening I did the ironing in front of the tel- 
ly with the remote on the ironing board so I could 
flip from fluff to fluff. It was the first time I'd 
watched TV since Beloved left. No thirteenth cen- 
tury peasant, straight off the time machine, could 
have derived more pleasure from it. The colours’ 
The moving pictures! Wow! 

Even taking the kids to school in the morn- 
ing is a delight, now that I don’t have to grit my 
teeth so as not to do involuntary banshee im- 
personations during our five mile trip. I feel re- 
leased and reprieved to such an extent that I 
operate a 15-minute disco and karaoke session. 
Once we’re out of earshot of the parents whose 
kids I take to school with mine, in goes the tape 
and up goes the volume. 

We’re working in the four part harmony of 
Eternal Flame, knowing all the words to Count- 
ing Crows “Service of the Queen" and finding a 
way to do a reel to the “WaUbash Cannonball" 
while still wearing seat belts. Tbotling down the 
lanes with the holly reflecting blue sky, the beech 
the colour of tangerine peel in the hedgerows and 
a back seat full of boogieing eight year olds is re- 
ally living. 

Joining in villages social life is possible again 
too. For the first few months any event I went to 
I felt conspicuously single, like the grim reaper 
turning up at a wedding reception (he’d be kind 
of in-keeping at the church ... you know sitting 
in a pew at the back). But people have short mem- 
ories when it comes to other folks lives, and 
Beloved is already fading in the communal psy- 
che. Nobody even notices my singleness anymore. 

On Saturday night I went to our village char- 
ity review in the Memorial HalL An unplanaed 
outing on my own; would I be left standing at the 
back like a bad smell? Not now - the place was 
packed with people I knew. I giggled, flirted and 
nattered my way to a seat next to some mates. 
Then 1 spent two hours screaming with laughter 
at the bagpipes that turned into a giant inflatable 
pig. the attempt at the world record uni cycle jump, 
and various spoof versions of TV programmes 
and films, adjusted for a community where most 
people have to do something with a large domestic 
animal for a living. We had Ready Steady Cook . 
Grease and the full Monty crossed with silage, 
dairy farming and the sexual opportunities offered 
by round bales. The sketches were punctuated 
with shy kids and game pensioners reading hu- 
morous poems that you couldn't always bear. It 
was packed with in jokes that no one outside the 
village would understand. And it was wonderfiiL 

Now that I’ve stopped staring at my boots and 
weeping all the time I can look up and see why 
it is I live here. It’s the little details: seeing deer 
on the way to the supermarket All the kids in 
the the playground waving when I drive past 
knowing my neighbours' dogs’ names, personal- 
ities and recent adventures; stopping the car in 
the middle of the lane to talk to a friend with our 
windows wound down. This is the stuff that makes 
you belong somewhere and it’s sort of about feel- 
ing that you are a character in an on going soap. 

I was always an Emmerdale girl, but try as he 
might Beloved always belonged to EastEnders. 
We're just both back in character. 

Sfevre Morgan 


.Acker 



What makes children turn out 
like they do: is ft genes, parents, 
sibling rivalry? The latest 
research suggests that none 
of these hold the key. So what 
does? Jerome Bn me reports. 


To smack or not to smack? Is divorce harm- 
ful? Should mothers work? Don’t worry 
about it. It may not matter, because how- 
ever dedicated (or otherwise) your par- 
enting is. it doesn't have much influence 
on shaping children's personalities. 

“If you took ail the children from a 
group who went to school together," she 
says, “and switched their parents round, 
their adult personality would develop in 
just the same way - provided they stayed 
in the same school, lived in the same neigh- 
bourhood and remained part of the same 
cultural or subcultural group. The parent's 
influence is minimaL" 

Home, she says, is just one of several 
environments in which children have to 
learn how to behave. You can affect be- 


haviour in the home, but that doesn’t nec- 
essarily affect it in other situations. Plen- 
ty of children are difficult at home and 
helpful at school. “This makes evolution- 
ary sense," says Harris. “The parental home 
is not where children are likely to spend 
their future. They are already genetically 
similar to their parents. Adopting all their 
habits as well would give them much less 
flexibility for adapting to changing con- 
ditions in the outside world." 

Harris is far from a lone voice. Her book 
The Nurture Assumption, due to be pub- 
lished in the US next year, is based on an 
article in the Psychological Rmiew. and won 
an award from the American Psycholog- 
ical Society. 

“Psychologists often marvel that chil- 
dren turn out all right," she remarks, “de- 
spite great differences in the way parents 
treat them." Her theory is an attempt to 
explain why. 

Over the last decade the idea that ge- 
netics influences behaviour has moved 
from being unmentionable in polite sci- 
entific circles to virtually a truism - 
violence, homosexuality and alcoholism are 
all recent candidates. 


Take eating, for instance. What could 
be more obvious than the fact that chil- 
dren in a family where both parents over- 
eat and comfort themselves with food, will 
do the same? But no. Adopted children, 
who don’t share the over-eating parents’ 
genes, don’t copy their behaviour. 

The same goes for television watching. 
Adopted children in a bouse which goes 
in for heavy TV viewing won't also sit glued 
lo the box, unless TV watching is some- 
thing their biological parents also like to 
do. 

But even most radical geneticists aren't 
claiming that we're pre-programmed. It's 
obvious that genes and environment work 
together. But how. then, do we explain how 
children from the same household can ium 
out so differently? The most imaginative 
attempt at an answer comes from Profes- 
sor Plomin, of the Institute of Psychiatry 
in South London, with his theory of non- 
shared environments. If the effect of the 
family as a whole isn’t the answer, he says, 
then maybe the crucial influence comes 
from the micro -environment that is unique 
to each child - that illness, that special 
teacher. Or the position in the family - 


birth order. But literally thousands of stud- 
ies haven’t thrown up any evidence of clear 
patterns. 

This is what triggered Harris’s re- 
search and her theory of Group Sociali- 
sation (GSl. “What I’ve found is that the 
lasting influence on children comes from 
the one group which is found with tittle 
variation in every society - the children's 
play group." she says. 

Humans arc essentially social animals; 
millions of years of evolu tion have designed 
us to be exquisitely responsive to the group. 
We know that groups instill a strong dri- 
ve to conform. But the effect goes much 
deeper than being seen in the correct T- 
shirt. 

A crucial piece of evidence suggesting 
that the children's group has a greater ef- 
fect than the home comes from the study 
of language. One of Harris's supporters is 
the leading linguistics researcher Steven 
Pinker, author of the best-selling The Lan- 
guage Instinct. 

“Research in my area throws up two 
slrong bits of evidence in her favour.” he 
says. First, that children of immigrants 
pick up the accent ol' their peer* - not their 


parents, not their teacher, not television 
announcers. Secondly, children in a group 
will quickly develop their own language, 
if they don’t start oul with one." 

If the simple nurture idea were right, 
you would expect parents to have a cru- 
cial effect on sex roles. But Professor John 
Archer, of the University of Central Lan- 
cashire, another Harris supporter, has 
found that they do not. 

“Parents have tried for the last 20 years 
to raise boys and girls in much the same 
way." he points out. “Yet. as every school 
and every parent knows, boys and girls au- 
tomatically split themselves into single sex 
groups from an early age." Then, once in 
the groups, they develop quite distinct pat- 
terns nf behaviour, and it s these, rather 
□p n lhOSC ° f lhC pI,rVn1 ' lhal children pick 

nu f* ?"*"■ [ine of criticism is to point 
out that there is absolutely nothing new 
m claiming that peer pressure influences 
the way Children behave. However what 

l*™ GS th * or >' « that it says lhat 
the long-term mfluenec of children’s 
group; ls far greater than that of the home, 
and that n starts much earlier than is gen- 


erally recognised. It also makes a number 
of new and testable predictions about bow 
it works. 


it works. 

For instance, take the findings that wbea 
parents divorce the children's behaviour 
often deteriorates. Tn begin with, the 
children have probably inherited the con- 
B ici-prone personalities of the parents - 
divorce runs in families - but, more to the ‘ * - 
point, divorce messes up their position in 
the group. “Many of them move house, 
which means they lose their place in the 
local hierarchy and have to work to be ac- 
cepted into a new group," says Harris- 
“They may well move to a poorer neigh- . 
bourhood. and so have to ri^l with a group 
with different norms. The result is prob- 
lem behaviour." _ * 

So does it matter how parents behave \ 
inwards their children? Are regular cud- 
dles really no more influential than cool 
indifference? ,, 

Well, if you are cruel or in different it 
won t ruin your child's personality,” ^ 
nams. “hut it can certainly rain yoai 
lationship with him or her. If you want your 
kids to like you when they are grown up- 
you d better be nice to them now," \ 
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Big Daddy 


Shiriey Crabtree (“Big 
Daddy"), wrestler; bom 

HalHax, West Yorkshire 1937; 
twice married (six children); 
died Halifax 2 December 
1997. 


With wrestling now b anish e d to 
the satellite ghetto of Sky and 
Eurosport, it’s hard to remem- 
ber a time when the sport was 
very much a part of the terres- 
! trial schedules. Yet in the late 
Seventies and early Eighties, the 
wrestler Big Daddy became a 
star on ITV’s Wotidof Sport. Be- 
fore ram-raiding and comput- 
er games, many a British child 
spent a not so wholesome Sat- 
urday afternoon egging on the 
leotard-clad Big Daddy as he 
ditched his glittering cape and 
top hat before taking on such 
rivals as Giant Haystacks and 
Mick Mc Manus 
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“Big Daddy" was bom Shirley 
Crabtree in Halifax. According 
to some accounts, his grand- 
mother picked “Shirley" from 
the eponymous novel by Char- 
lotte Bronte for his father, who 
was also a professional wrestler, 
and seemed to have thought the 
j> name character-building. 

In any event, the youag 
CrabtTee soon had to contend 
with schoolmates calling him 
Shiriey Temple. He fought them 
off, built his impressive 
physique, became a miner, and 
took up rugby like his father. 
Shirley junior played for Brad- 
ford Northern but his temper 
was already getting the better 


of him and he never made the 
first team. 

With his brothers Brian and 
Max, he became a lifeguard at 
Blackpool By the mid-FIftics 
the Crabtree brothers were all 
following in their father's foot- 
steps and had taken up 
wrestling. At first, Shirley used 
his real name but he would also 
sometimes be billed as “The 
Blond Adonis", “Mr Universe" 
or “The Battling Guardsman” 
(he bad briefly served in the 
Coldstream Guards). 

The Big Daddy persona only 
came lo him in 1976 after he saw 
Cat on a Hot Tin Roof* the 
Richard Brooks film of the 
Tennessee Williams play. Se- 
duced by the way Elizabeth 
Thylor referred to the Burl Ives 
character as Big Daddy, Shirley 
took up the stage name (in the 
mid-Eighties, an American nov- 
elty band also adopted the Big 
Daddy monicker). 

His second wife Eunice 
added an unexpected touch by 
fashioning her husband a shiny 
leotard made out of their chintz 
sofa. A big “D" and a few stare 
completed the brand new Big 
Daddy look. The crowds laved 
it from the word go. Wrestling 
had become more of a specta- 
cle than a sport with fights no 
more than cunning stunts care- 
fully choreographed before- 
hand. Youngsters and grannies 
alike bought into the show-biz 
myth, and soon Big Daddy and 
his various partners and oppo- 
nents were attracting huge 
television audiences. 
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Weighing in at 26 stone and 
with the biggest chest in Britain 
(it was listed in The Guinness 
Book of Records as 64 inches). 
Big Daddy came .on stage to a 
big fanfare. Playing the good 
guy or “blue eye", he soon de- 
molished opponents with “The 
Splash”, a move which required 
him to use his huge tummy to 
flatten his opponent. This mo- 
mentous climax to a tag proved 
extremely popular and guaran- 
teed his notoriety. Crowds would 
take up his chant of “Easy!" 

He advertised tomato ketch- 
up on television, appeared on 
Surprise. Surprise, featured on 
This is YburUfe, was interviewed 

by Terry Wagon, had his own fan 
dub and did a lot of charity 
work especially with children. 
The Queen and Margaret That- 
cher declared themselves fans. 

The second half of the 
Eighties were, however, less 
kind to Big Daddy. On his doc- 
tor's advice he turned down a 
children's television series 
which would have made him a 
household name and opened 
new horizons (the late Brian 
Glover, also a former wrestler, 
had made a successful transition 
into acting with an appearance 
in the film Kes). 

In 1985, Tony “Banger" 
Walsh blew the whistle on 
wrestling, giving away some of 
the sport’s secrets in a tabloid 
newspaper. However, on 23 
August 1987, a bout between 
Big Daddy and Mai “King 
Kong" Kirk went dreadfully 
wrong at the Hippodrome, 


Great Yarmouth. Following Big 
Daddy's infamous Splash, his ri- 
val groaned and turned purple. 
He was pronounced dead on 
arrival at the town's hospital 

The ensuing coroner's in- 
quest cleared Big Daddy and 
stressed that Kirk had a serious 
heart condition which could 
have proved fatal at any time, 
especially given his profession. 

Still, Big Daddy Named him- 
self for the mode-asphyxiation's 
going wrong and retired from 
wrestling. The following year, 
British wrestling, judged too 
downmarket by die television 
scheduler Greg Dyke, vanished 
from the screens. Big Daddy 
concentrated on miming his 
own gym. He would often walk 
along die Blackpool coast and 
muse on what might have been. 

Sir Jimmy Servile, the DJ and 
television presenter who is him- 
self a former wrestler, paid a 
food tribute to Big Daddy. “He 
was a big, beautiful fellow, and 
though I never actually fought 
him - because he was super 
heavyweight and 1 was catch- 
weight - in the Sixties, I was of- 
ten on the same bill ... it was 
always a joy because the crowd 
would be in super-good humour 
but more importantly the at- 
mosphere in the dressing room 
was magic with him around. 

“As two Yorkshire lads, we 
used to terrorise everyone. It 
was a laugh a minute. He bad 
this great booming laugh and all 
the rest of us could do in the 
ring was hope and pray." 

- Pierre Perrone 



Kathy Acker 


Tommy Tedesco 


Kathy Lehman, writer and 
i, performance artist: born New 
* York Aprij 1944; married first 
Robert Acker (marriage 
dissolved), secondly Peter 
Gordon (marriage dissolved); 
died London 29 November 
1997. 


The punk turned post-modernist 
Kathy Acker was a controver- 
sial figure on the literary scene 
with her bike-grrlfoad girl image 
and her graphic writing about 
sex and violence, menstruation 
and incest, suicide and S & M. 

The novelist as performance 
artist, the author of Blood and 
Guts in High School (1984) 
wrote all her work with public 
presentation in mind. In recent 
years she was interested in the 
multimedia possibilities for fic- 
lion -she began with a CD she 
made with the Mekons of her 
novel Pussy. King of the Pirates. 

Fascinated by language and 
its relation to power and to the 
body, she used violent sexual im- 
agery. repetition and other peo- 
ple's plots id explore concepts 
of narrative. Plagiarism was for 
her a deliberate literary act: she 
openly pillaged work ranging 
trom Defoe and Robert Louis 
Stevenson to Harold Robbins 
and Erica Jong. 

She was bom in 1944 in New 
York into a Jewish family in the 
glove business. Her father. 
Donald Lehman, left her moth- 
er. Clare, when she was three 

A months pregnant with Kalhv. 

« Although Clare remarried a 
year later, she always blamed 
Kathy for Lehman's going. 



Acker: sex and violence 


Kathy's relationship with her 
mother - she once said that “at 
a deep level my mother couldn't 
stand me" - helped forge her re- 
bellious nature, although it was 
in some small way balanced by 
a loving relationship with her 
grandmother, who would spend 
days with her in New York’s 
galleries and museums. 

By the age of 14 she was in- 
volved in the avant-garde in New 
York, through P. Adams Sitney, 
the young editor of Film Culture, 
the independent film-makers 
hible. She met the second gen- 
eration of Black Mountain po- 
ets and film-makers like Stan 
Brakhagc who made her. she 
said, "their mascot". At the 
same time she had fallen in love 
with Latin at school particularly 
the poets Catullus and Proper- 
tius. In 1 963 she went to Bran- 
deis University to study Classics. 

Around this time, at the age 
of 19. she changed her name 
through marriage from Alexan- 
der (her stepfather's name) to 
Acker. In interview's she told 


conflicting stories about her 
brief marriage to Robert Ack- 
er, a penniless 17-year-ofd 
friend. The first was that her 
parents stopped supporting her 
when she was 18 so die married 
to qualify for a scholarship at 
Brandeis. The second was that 
her parents disinherited her 
because she married him. 

In 1965 she went to the Uni- 
versity of California in San 
Diego to study under Herbert 
Marcuse, the Marxist psychol- 
ogist who was a major influence 
on the burgeoning counter- 
culture. (The pioneer linguist 
Roman Jakobson had been her 
tutor at Brandeis.) Later she 
continued her studies in Classics 
and philosophy in New York. 

However, she had decided at 
the age of 21 that she wanted 
to be a writer. Her first book, 
Politics.vjas half prose and half 
poetry and, like all her work, 
heavily influenced by William 
Burroughs. Her early works, 
which she hawked from book- 
shop to bookshop, were all 
self-published or produced by 
the underground small presses. 
Although she could have 
worked as an academic she 
didn’t want distraction from 
her writing so took a myriad of 
mindless jobs. 

They included a job in the 
sox industry. Again, there are 
conflicting stories. One says 
that to help pay for her studies 
at San Diego State she worked 
as a stripper in a vaudeville 
house. Another says it was cm 
42nd Street in New York and it 
was a ( fake) sex show to pay hos- 
pital bills. Perhaps she did both. 


Her mother committed sui- 
cide when Acker was 30. After 
years of silence, they had begun 
to see each other again four 
years before. But then her 
mother lost all her money. She 
couldn’t rope with impover- 
ishment Her mothers death 
features in most of Acker's 
novels, most particularly in My 
Mother: demonology (1993). 
Acker always contended the bits 
about her mother were the 
only autobiographical parts of 
her books. 

In the early Eighties Acker 
was part of the punk/avant-garde 
scene in New York - a friend of 
the rock poet ftitti Smith and the 
photographer Robert Mapple- 
thorpe. who took a famous 
photograph of her. Her second 
marriage was to the experimen- 
tal composer Peter Gordon. She 
had moved to London, howev- 
er, when she broke through in 
1984 with Blood and Guts in 
High School, which had taken 
her 10 years to write. At the age 
of 40. the punk writer bad 
become a literary celebrity. 

Thereafter she wrote novels, 
stories, essays, a film script (Wi- 
nery, 1985) and an opera libretto 
(The Birth of the Poet . 1985). The 
New York Tones once called her 
books “a rock ’n' roll version of 
the Critique of Pure Reason by 
the Marquis de Sade as per- 
formed by the Three Stooges". 

She was fascinated by vio- 
lence and that area where she 
felt sex and violence meet. She 
claimed she had never tried to 
say anything in her work, being 
concerned more with form than 
content However, looking hack 


on her books, she saw them as 
“a devastating picture rtf sex and 
society". Her writing concerned 
the body and she worked on her 
own body throughout her life: 
first by bodybuilding, then by 
tattooing (cats, flowers and 
fish), then by body piercing 
(pierced eyebrows, amethyst- 
pierced tongue and, as she hap- 
pily discussed in a Guardian 
interview a couple of years ago, 
pierced labia). 

She had gone back to live in 
America at the start of the 
Nineties - she launched and led 
a writing department at the 
San Francisco Art Institute -but 
came back to London in 1995 
because of a relationship with 
a man. (She had relationships 
with both men and women 
throughout her life.) Her return 
coincided with her discovery 
that she had cancer. She had a 
double mastectomy but refused 
chemotherapy. She chase to rely 
on faith healers and alternative 
medicine and declared herself 
healthy again in an interview in 
the Independent on Sunday in 
September, when her latest col- 
lection of essays and one of short 
stories were published. She 
spoke of having nipples tat- 
tooed on her body and blamed 
her continuing weight loss on 
mistakenly drinking canal water. 

She summed herself up thus: 
I made a decision when I was young 
that I was not going to be a second- 
rate writer ... I was going to go aU 
tfae way and do groundhreaJdng work 
...This meant that I was cither going 
lo fall Oat on my face or I was going 
to do something I still hope that my 
work will tweak things open for people. 

- Peter Guttridge 


Tommy Tedesco. guitarist: 
bom Niagara Falls, New York 
1930; married (three sons, 
one daughter); died 
Northridge, California 10 
November 1997. 


“Session call Number One” is 
a term used in the record in- 
dustry to define the consum- 
mate versatility and efficiency 
of a particular instrumentalist. 
Tommy Tedesco had earned 
that stellar accolade in Los An- 
geles. that most competitive of 
music cities. Over the course of 
a 35-year career, his guitar 
work was featured on thousands 
of recordings from movie and 
television soundtracks to clas- 
sic Sixties and Seventies record- 
ings, with everyone from Frank 
Sinatra to Frank Zappa via 
Elvis Presley, Dean Martin. EUa 
Fitzgerald and Herb Alpert. 

Born in Niagara Falls, the 
son of an insurance salesman. 
Thdesro was something of a pre- 
cocious child and started play- 



Tedesco: session guitar 


mg the guitar when he was six. 
As a teenager, he sneaked into 
Niagara Falls dubs to perform. 
He moved to Los Angeles in the 
early Fifties and, little by little, 
became one of fee most reliable 
session guitarists, always on call 
for the arranger Nelson Riddle 
and the jazz singer Mel Tonne. 

Tedesco was drafted by the 
producer Phil Spector. who was 
perfecting his “V\&11 of Sound” 
style at Gold Star studios. The 
guitarist and his cronies- nick- 
named “The Wrecking Crew” - 
helped fashion “He’s a Rebel", 
“Da Doo Ron Ron” and “Then 
He Kissed Me” by the Crystals 
as well as “Be My Baby” by the 
Ronettes and “You’ve Lost That 
Loving Feeling”, a transatlantic 
No 1 by the Righteous Brothers. 

Tbdesco was also a session 
regular with the Beach Boys, im- 
personating Chuck Berry’s gui- 
tar licks for hits like “Surfin' 
USA” and “Fun Fun Fun” and 
greatly contributing to their 
dassic album Pet Sounds ( 1967). 
His playing was featured on Six- 
ties hits such as “Eve of De- 
struction” by Barry McGuire. 
“MacArthur Park” by Richard 
Harris, “Gypsies, Tramps and 
Tlueves" by Cher and “Strangers 
in the Night" by Frank Sinatra. 
He took part in recordings by the 
Monkees, the Association, the 
Fifth Dimension, the Mamas 
and the Papas. Laura Nyro, Bar- 
bra Streisand, the Partridge 
Family, Stephen Bishop and 
Linda RonstadL 

“My job as a guitar player 
waste do the best I could- 1 nev- 
er knew what was gonna hap- 
pen," Tedesco said later. 


rm proud to have been involved with 
all the people l worked with. Back 
then, when I heard the records I 
played on, I would have said: that's 
terrible. Now when I hear them, I say: 
that’s nice. 1 look back and now I'm 
really impressed with the records 1 
played on. 

Alongside his many pop 
recordings, Tedesco’ s television 
work included such character- 
istic themes as the fuzzy “Bo- 
nanza" and “Batman" (the Neal 
Hefti tune covered by everyone 
from the Who to the Kinks via 
the Jam), the twangy “Green 
Acres”, “Mash”, and “Charlie’s 
Angels”, while his evocative 
guitar work was also used to 
great effect on the soundtracks 
of feature films such as Love 
Storv (1970), The Deer Hunter 
(1978), The Godfather (1972) 
and field of Dreams (1989). 

Something of a raconteur 
and a prankster, Tedesco once 
arrived at a Frank Zappa session 
(for the Lumpy Gravy album) 
wearing a Boy Scout uniform. 
Yet there was a serious side to 
him, and he found time to 
teach aspiring guitarists at the 
Musicians Institute in Holly- 
wood and to write guitar man- 
uals. For 15 years, be also played 
with his own jazz trio and quin- 
tet, releasing several instrumen- 
tal albums, and penned a regular 
column for Guitar Player magaz- 
ine, which tagged him “the most 
recorded guitarist in history”. 

Equally at case with a Fend- 
er, a Gibson, a Yamaha or an 
Ovation, and proficient on the 
mandolin, balalaika and the 
lute. Tommy Tedesco was the 
king of studio musicians. 

- Pierre Perrone 
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Birthdays 

Professor Edward Abel, chemist. 
Nx Mr Trevor Bailey. Uvmcr England 
cricketer. 74: Mr Ralph Bennett, for- 
mer chairman. London Transport. 74: 
Professor Ian Butterwnnh. former 
Principal. Queen Mary and Westfield 
College. London. b7: Mr Mike Gib- 
son. former rugby international. 55: 
M Jean-Luc Godard, film director. 
t>7: Sir William Harpham. former am- 
bassador. *t|: Mr Maxwell Hutchin- 
son. architect and founder member, 
the Hutchinson Studio. 4*>. Sir Bri- 
jn Jenkins, former Lord Mayor of 
London, hi Professor Geoffrey 
Kirk. Rectus Professor of Greek 
Emeritus. Cambridge University. 
7tv. Mr Franz Klammer, skier. 44; Mr 
David McCalL chairman, Anglia 
Television. hJ; Mr Ralph MclcU. rag- 
time guitarist. 53; Miss Tama Moi- 
sciwii'ch, designer for the theatre. M4; 
The Rev Professor Charles Moule. 
theologian. K9: Mr Paul Nicholas, ac- 
tor and singer. 52: Mr Victor Pas- 
more. jrtrsC 89; Mr Robert Phillis. 
Deputy Director-General. BBC. 52; 
Mr Mel Smith, actor and comedian, 
45; Professor Peier Tuync. Vice- 
Chancellor. Liverpool John Moons 
University. 5S: Mr Andy Williams, 
singer. h7. 


Anniversaries 

Births Sir Rowland 1 lilL originator 
ot the penny post, 1795: Uctavia 
Hill, phibmhrofri-st. 1S3S; Joseph 
Conrad (JoscT Teodor Konrad 
Select Kor/cniowskt u novelist. 1 S57. 
Deaths: Robert Louis Balfour 
Stevenson, iwvelrst. lfW+.Mai> Bak- 
er tddy. founder of Christian Sci- 
ence. |4|IJ: Picnv-Auguste Renoir. 
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Rapist is allowed to continue his defamation action 


painter. 19 1 Q . On thb day: the Bat- 
tle of Cantbrai ended. 1917; Dr 
Christiaan Barnard performed the 
first heart transplant. South Africa, 
19fi7. Today is the Feast Day of St 
Casshm of Tangier, Saints Claudius. 
Hikiria and their Companions. St 
Francis Xavier and St Lucius of 
Britain. 

Lectures 

National Gallery: Colin Wiggins. 
“ChriMmas Thxs ( t): branching out". J 
I pm. 

Victoria and Albert Museum: Mi- 
randa Neavc. “Iconography in 
Stained Glass”. 2.30pm. 

Dinners 

Foundation for Science and 
Technology 

Lord Jcnkin of Roding, Chairman. 
Foundation Tor Science and Tech- 
nology. was in the chair at a lecture 
and dinner discussion held yesterday 
evening at the Royal Society of Ed- 
inburgh. Mr G.R. Wilson, Mr Mori- 
on Thomas and Professor J.F. 
McClelland spoke tut: “Success in 
Technology Ventures Through Sci- 
cirv. Engineering and Technology”. 

Inter- Parliamentary Union - 
British Group 

Mr David Marshall MP. Chairman, 
Infer- Parliamentary Union, hosted a 
dinner held yAlerdav evening at the 
Queen Elizabeth II Conference Cen- 
tre, London 5W1, in honour of a Par- 
liamentary Delegation from the 
Federal Democratic Republic of 
Ethiopia. Wdby Mr Dav.ii Yobannes 
MP. Speaker of the Council of 
People’s Representatives 


An action for defamation fay 
a convicted rapist serving a 
life sentence against a 
woman who had denied, in 
statements to the police, his 
claims of a past personal 
relationship between them, 
should not have been struck 
out on the grounds either of 
abuse of process or of public 
policy. 

Daniel! « Griffiths Ccsjti of Appeal 
{L>;zd justice Hirit. Lord justice 
Sainton Thomas and Sir Brian Neill) 
27 November |9#7 


The Court of Appeal allowed 
ihe appeal of Ihe plaintiff, 
David Anthony Daniels, 
against an order striking out his 
claim for damages against the 
defendant. Mr Lynne Grif- 
fiths. as an abuse of the process 
of the court 

The plaintiff had pleaded 
guilty to a charge of rape in 
19S3 and had heen sentenced 
to life imprisonment. In June 
1994 his application for release 


on parole was refused. In Feb- 
ruary 1994 he had issued a writ 
claiming damages for slander 
against the defendant with 
whom be claimed to have been 
engaged in a personal rela- 
tionship, alleging that she had 
defamed him by saying to po- 
lice officers and others that 
there had never been any form 
of relationship between them; 
that the plaintiff was fixated 
with her, and that she was con- 
cerned for her safety should he 
be released from custody. 
Cherie Bondi QC and Wayne Beard 
(Smith LleiivUyn Partnership, 
Swansea ) for the plaintiff: Christopher 
Vbsper (Dougias-Jrmrs & Mercer, 
Swansea) for the defendant. 

Sir Brian Neill said that the 
judge had held that the plain- 
tiff's action was an abuse of the 
process because it had been in- 
stituted for a collateral purpose, 
namely an attempt lo per- 
suade ihe Parole Board that it 
had reached a wrong decision 


based on inaccurate and un- 
truthful evidence; because it 
was designed and intended to 
harass and embarrass the de- 
fendant and to cause her fur- 
ther expense; and because it 
had no prospect of success. 

In the present case, as his 
counsel had made dear, the 
plain tiff’s daim that be had had 
a personal relationship with the 
defendant had been unwaver- 
ing. The authorities, he 
claimed, treated him as though 
he bad made up a completely 
fictitious account of the rela- 
tionship between himself and 
the defendant and, he con- 
tended, unless he could estab- 
lish the true position by means 
of the present proceeding, he 
had no prospect of correcting 
that misconception and there- 
fore no realistic prospect of 
obtaining parole. 

The plaintiffs action faced 
formidable difficulties, but the 
defendant had not demon- 
strated that it was bound to fail, 


and it would not be right to re- 
ject as unfounded the plaintiff's 
assertion that he had brought 
the proceedings to establish the 
truth and clear his name. There 
was an issue to be tried which 
could not be resolved by means 
of affidavit evidence alone. 

The court had also invited 
submissions as to whether the 
action should be struck oul on 
grounds of public policy. It 
seemed quite clear from a con- 
sideration of the history of the 
Parole Board and its present 
constitution and functions that 
its proceedings could not be re- 
garded as part of the pro- 
ceedings or a court of law. Hie 
absolute privilege which at- 
tached to such proceedings 
would not therefore apply. 

The primary submission 
made on behalf of the defen- 
dant was, however, that the 
statements die had made to the 
police had been made in con- 
nection vrilh possible criminal 
proceedings against the plain- 


tiff. and were therefore entitled 
to immunity on the principle 
recognised and explained in 
Taylor v Director of the Serious 
Fraud Office (unreported. 22 
July 1997). 

It might be that when the 
matter was fully investigated it 
would be found that all the rel- 
evant statements made by the 
defendant to ihe police relat- 
ed to a possible offence by the 
plaintiff. On the other hand, it 
might be established that she 
had made statements in two 
separate contexts, some being 
directed in her complaints 
about the plaintiff, and some 
being in answer to enquiries by 
file polio: concerning die plain- 
tiff's application for parole. It 
would, however, be wrong to 
reach a final conclusion on the 
present slate of the documen- 
tary evidence, and in those cir- 
cumstances it would be wron** 
to strike out the plaintiff's 
daim on public policy grounds. 

- Kate 0’Hanlon, Barrister 
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To some, Mr Blunkett, it may now seem an exclusion zone 
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Applications to universities for entry in 
1998 look as if they are down 10 per cent 
on this year. It is hardly a dramatic fall, 
but the new numbers are striking because 
we have become used to the idea of high- 
er education as a growth industry. And that 
is what it should be. Thanks - let us not 
forget - to Tory-engineered expansion, 
mass higher education is with us. Uni- 
versity growth, even in the low-cost ver- 
sion provided by the former polytechnics, 
is a potent sign that society is improving 
and individuals are bettering themselves. 
The objective case for studying beyond IS 
remains as strong as ever. A university de- 
gree does not just cam its bolder more 
money; acquiring one brings with it a lib- 
eral, more tolerant outlook on life. Evi- 
dence of backsliding is thus disturbing and 
unwelcome. 

If we give David Blunkett the benefit 
of the doubt the obvious reasons for the 
. drop - the introduction of tuition fees and 
the abolition of grants - look less than con- 
vincing. Students from poor backgrounds 


are exempt from paying the tuition fee 
being introduced next autumn: many oth- 
ers will not have to pay the stipulated 
f 1.000 contribution. Grams for living ex- 
penses were on their way out under Tory 
plans; all Labour has done is accelerate 
the process, while providing universal ac- 
cess to low-interest loans. Students will en- 
ter employment with a debt burden, true, 
but it will be only a fraction of the mort- 
gage debt with which young people hap- 
pily saddle themselves. The debt will 
moreover be repayable on generous terms, 
and apply only to those actually earning. 

All in all. Mr Blunkett might say. this 
reform represents a long overdue rebal- 
ancing of the interests of state, society and 
individuals in the benefits of higher edu- 
cation. And, by the way. parents do well 
out of the new deal, because they are no 
longer expected to make a contribution 
to their offspring’s living expenses. 

But Mr Blunkett has a problem in that 
17- and 18-year-olds are not giving him the 
benefit of the doubL The Government, for 


all its vaunted ability to spin golden 
messages favourable to its cause, seems 
to have lost its touch in higher education. 
For political reasons, it was decided in the 
summer to get the political pain over quick- 
ly and announce, hard on the heels of die 
Dearing report, that the dispensation 
would apply at once to those intending to 
enter university in 1998, who would be ap- 
plying this autumn. There was nothing 
wrong with moving with speed, providing 
the Government was prepared to make the 
effort to keep parents, professors, teach- 
ers and pupils/studenLs well-informed. 

But the handling was cack-handed 
then, and continues to be so now. The first 
indication of incompetence was that the 
department forgot about students who 
would be deferring their applications in 
order to spend a “gap year" between 
school and university. The second was that 
Baroness Blaekstone tried to pretend it 
didn't matter. Then the Government al- 
lowed the Natiooal Union of Students to 
start winning the propaganda war. 


spreading alarm among prospective stu- 
dents. Ministers have been too defensive, 
unable to reach out, assuage fears and 

eSP Ffor students to make a rational cal- 
culation that their best interests lie in get- 
ting a job rather than undertaking further 
study is one thing - a tempting decision 
in those areas where unemployment con- 
tinues to fall, temporarily at least. It is an- 
other for potential students to shy away 
from an enriching experience on the ba- 
sis of unwarranted fears. But what if the 
fall in enrolments shows that students on 
the margins, notably those from ethnic- 
minority homes and working-class young 
women, do genuinely believe the changed 
arrangements for grants tips the balance 
for them ? Mr Blunkett has some ex- 
plaining to do if the abolition of grants in 
1 009 is acting as a disincentive, especial- 
ly since that was predicted in Sir Ron Dear- 
ing's report. It remains anomalous that 
tuition fees are means-tested while rules 
for maintenance loans apply uniformly to 


students from rich and poor homes. 

It is, of course, still only December. 
Some would-be students are holding their 
fire. Some universities are goitig to be hit 
hard by the applications shortfall - their 
finances depend heavily oo student num- 
bers - and wfll be scrabbling to attract en- 
rolments- The enrolments season, 
supposed to end in a fortnight, will last un- 
til Easter at least. It is thus too soon to 
pronounce definitively on the implications, 
of the numbers. But is not too soon for \ 
Mr Blunkett and his colleagues to give se- 
rious thought to the subject of social ex- 
clusion. and to find and publicise ways in 
which, sticking with the principles ol 
their reform, access to higher education 
for students from less well-off homes might 
be maintained. Wc need not only to im- 
prove our ability to pay for higher edu- 
cation. but also to continue increasing the 
numbers taking part. Both are possible, 
but only if the Government carries students 
enthusiastically alorg, however rich or poor 
their parents. 


Post letters to Letters to the Editor 
and include a daytime telephone number. 

Fax 01 7 J 293 2056; e-mail: letters&independenLco.uk 
E-mail correspondents arc asked to give a postal address. 
Letters may be edited for length and clarity. 
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Museum charges 


Sir Any government that tol- 
erates de facto . through the 
erosion of museum funding 
(leading article. 1 December), 
the imposition of entiy charges, 
should be aware that it invites 
direct comparison with its 18th 
and 19ih-centuiypredecessors. 
It proposes to rewrite the will 
of those idealistic and public- 
spirited earlier generations, ex- 
pressed in the principle of free 
public access, in the name of 
our present society that prides 
iLself on its more democratic 
principles. 

The high reputation of 
British art internationally follows 
a period of over 200 years of free 
admission to same of the world’s 
greatest collections - not for 
leisure or recreation but for real 
study, often of individual works, 
in concentrated short visits. 

All artists can testify pas- 
sionately to the importance of 
these encounters. They give 
contemporary visual culture 
here a particular and subtle 
aesthetic awareness. How could 
any government, without shame, 
3llow this inheritance to be 
lost? 

CHRISTOPHER Le BRUN; 
RICHARD DEACON: RITA 
DONAGH; ANTONY 
GORMLEY: MAGGI 
HAMBLING; RICHARD 
HAMILTON; PATRICK 
HERON; DAVID HOCKNEY; 
ALLEN JONES; ANISH 
KAPOOR: R B KITAJ: 
RICHARD PATTERSON; 
FIONA RAE; PAULA REGO: 
BRIDGET RILEY; EUAN 
UGLOW; BILL WOODROW 
London SE5 



Urban millennium 


Sir. The debate Taging be- 
tween the Tongan government. 
Millennium Adventure Com- 
pany and the Republic of Kiri- 
bati is a lot of hot air about 
nothing (report, 28 November 
letter, 1 December) - who 
cares which lump of desolate 
rock sees the first millennium 
sunrise? 

The dawn of the new mil- 
lennium is a celebration of hu- 
manity and citizenship of the 
world community. Surely at- 
tention should be focused on 
the first substantial group of 
people to experience day one 
of the new mill e nnium. Gis- 
borne in New Zealand has 
been officially designated, by 
the Meridian Society, the first 
city to experience the millen- 
nium dawn - there can be no 
quibbles about this. 

PAUL JARMAN 
Hove, East Sussex 


Sir: So South Sda' islands' are 
fighting for firstplace j^ the nia- 
lennial dawn. Anycine reiily . 
wanting to be the first to see the 
sun that day should of course 
head for Antarctica, where it 
will be shining over most of the 
continent at midnight. 

LIONEL PRICE 
St Albans, > r _ 

Hertfordshire . r 


Principled licking 


Immigration 


Sir: The coverage of the influx 
of Romany refugees has high- 
lighted the suspicious tenor of 
the British response to claims 
of asylum. Implicit in the neg- 
ative tone of the national de- 
bate on immigration is an 
extremely primitive view of the 
economic effects of any popu- 
lation movement into this coun- 
try’. It is assumed that migrants 
are parasites: that they arc 
unassim ilable: that they are, in 
fact, thieves who have roamed 
in order lo “steal our benefits" 
These myths should be dis- 
sected and examined critically. 

It is true that in areas where 
immigrants are initially con- 
centrated, housing and wel- 
fare resources can be strained. 
However, such expenditures 
should be regarded as an in- 


vestment. Immigrant commu- 
nities tend to be relatively 
young; the more mobile are 
usually the better educated; 
and the dynamic psychology of 
buQding a new life contributes 
towards entiepreneurialism 
and a stronger work-cthic. I do 
not claim that these generali- 
sations are invariable, merely 
that they are true often enough 
to make immigration a net 
contributor to economic growth. 

Setting aside the question of 
our duty towards the perse- 
cuted. the lime has come for a 
coherent national policy to be 
formulated on economic im- 
migration. We face structural 
problems of an ageing popula- 
tion, skill shortages and the 
stagnation of certain regions. A 
properly worked out quota 
srrategy would go a long way in 
helping to ameliorate some of 
these (and other) problems. A 
Royal Commission on Immi- 
gration would be an appropri- 
ate first step. 

JOE BORD 
BaUiol College, Oxford 


Sir: It may be laudable to pros- 
ecute agents who abet and of- 
ten abuse illegal immigrants 
(“Gangs move into people 
smuggling", 27 November). But 
genuine asylum seekers also use, 
and sometimes require, the ser- 
vices of agents, who may pro- 
vide the only way for the asylum 
seeker to flee to safety. 

This is a problem caused in 
part by the UK government. 
During the last several years the 
Government has enforced car- 
rier liability fines against airlines 
and more recently ferry com- 
panies for transporting undoc- 
umented asylum seekers and 
economic migrants here; it has 
imposed visa restrictions, mak- 
ing it more difficult for asylum 
seekers to travel legally to the 
UK; and it has detained thou- 
sands of asylum seekers who ar- 
rive here with false travel 
documents. An agent, no mat- 
ter how unsavoury, may be the 
only option available under 
these measures created by tbe 
Home Office to deter asylum 
seekers. 


We should also remember 
that had not illegal agents and 
false documents existed prior to 
and during the Second World 
War, today's Jewish diaspora 
would hardly exisL 
SHERMAN CARROLL 
Director of Public Affairs 
Medical Foundation for the 
Care of Victims of Torture 
London NW5 


Sir Guy Carless (letter. 26 
November) and the Rev Peter 
Hawkins (letter. 27 November) 
are both wrong. The "US" 
couple who have moved to 
Colchester are in fact a Ger- 
man citizen and his American 
wife. As an EU citizen, he has 
every right to settle in Colch- 
ester with his family, just as we 
could settle in, say, Bochum, in 
Germany. 

For the record, the single 
largest group of would-be im- 
migrants / visitors who are de- 
clined entry at Heathrow 
airport are US citizens. 
ROBIN BHALLA 
London NW2 


BSE inquiry 

Sir. You report (2 December) 
that a public inquiry is to be con- 
stituted into the BSE crisis. 
Apparently “a senior figure 
wfll be appointed to head the in- 
quiry and it is likely to have sim- 
ilar powers as the Scott Inquiry 
into the arms to Iraq affair*’. 

As solicitor representing 
the families who have lost 
members to new variant CJD, 
may I suggest the following po- 
tential shortcomings in the 
planned inquiry? 

1. The inquiry needs to be 
headed by a senior judge. The 
task of reviewing the docu- 
mentation from a sceptical 
view point must fall to someone 
whose experience of objective 
enquiry will not be in doubt. A 
senior civil sen-ant or political 
figure would not necessarily sat- 
isfy this need. 

2. The Scott Inquiry was 
constituted on an ad hoc baas 
without powers of subpoena of 
either people or documents. 
Tbe BSE inquiry should be con- 


stituted under the terms of the 
Tribunals of Inquiry I Evidence ) 
Act 1921 so as to confer those 
powers, particularly' since there 
is likely to be a need to seek dis- 
covery of some papers from 
non -governmental sources. The 
Scott Inquiry was delayed at least 
in part because it bad to rely 
upon the agreement of govern- 
ment departments lo disclose pa- 
pers thought to be material. 

3. The Scott Inquiry did 
not lake evidence on oath; as 
a consequence a great deal of 
time was taken in allowing 
those who had given evidence 
to review what had been said 
before the inquiry reached its 
final conclusions. Tbe BSE in- 
quiry will need to review evi- 
dence from many people, some 
of whom, by virtue of their em- 
ployment, wfll not wish to vol- 
unteer to give evidence, but 
whose contribution neverthe- 
less will be critical to a proper 
understanding of the way in 
which BSE arose and the way 
it was dealt with. The 1921 Act 
provides for the taking of evi- 


dence on oath in tbe same way 
that evidence in contested lit- 
igation would be taken on oath. 

The Royal Commission on 
Tribunals of Inquiry in 1966 
urged that the inquisitorial 
machinery in the 1921 Act be 
confined to matters of vital 
public importance concerning 
which there was something in 
the nature of a nationwide cri- 
sis of confidence. The BSE cri- 
sis must surely satisfy this 
criterion. 

D l B BODY 

Irwin Mitchell Solicitors 

Sheffield 


Lenin: late but great 


Sir You report that “seventy 
years ago this month, Lenin 
banned commercial advertis- 
ing" (report, 28 November). 
Not bad for a chap who had been 
dead three and a half years. U 
is a pity New Labour cannot 
muster the same vigour when 
dealing with tobacco advertising. 
R MARSDEN 
Leicester 


Sir. British postage stamps and 
most envelopes are gummed 
with adhesives of plant origin; 
therefore licking them does 
not conflict with the principles 
of religious and vegetarian 
communities (letter, 29 No- 
vember). 

The assurances don’t ex- 
tend to materials used in the 
preparation and printing of the 
stamp. We continue research 
into likely alternatives from 
the plant world to replace 
sizes and gelling agents de- 
rived from milk, eggs, and. 
products from Tenderers and 
fellmongers. 

ALAN LONG 
Vegetarian Economy and ' 
Green Alliance 


Gremfoni, Middlesex 


Sir Independent readers will be 
hungry to know that stamp 
glue is not made from animalL 
The glue is actually made from 
polyvinyl alcohol. 

GILES FINNEMORE 
Stamps Adiertisihg Manager 
Royal Mail 
London EC2 
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What have we here? An unmissable opportunity to join the Millennium Hall of Infamy 



MILES 

KINGTON 


As far as tome goes. I am 
happy io have remained in the 
shallow end of public recog- 
nition. down among the pad- 
dlers and the non-swimmers, 
where tbe worst that can hap- 
pen to you is to get occasional 
letters from charities who are 
putting fund-raising books to- 
gether (“We would be tremen- 
dously grateful if you could let 
us know your favourite recipe/ 
dream/travel slory/childhood 
memory. We have already had 
contributions from Jeffrey 
Archer/Edwina Currie/Gyles 
Brandrelh ..." ) 

Which is why I was slightly 
startled to receive a letter this 
week which began thus: 

“Dear Mr Kiagioo. It is in- 
deed 3 great pleasure to enclose 
vour invitation lo he a distin- 


guished biographee of the 
MILLENNIUM HALL OF 
FAME wb ich wfll showcase the 
lives of men and women who 
have made this century great. 
The volume will be published 
in mid-1998. The Governing 
Board of Editors has nominated 
several hundred individuals 
from its vast international 
Who's Who archives to be fea- 
tured in this history-making 
event. Congratulations on your 
nomination." 

As you can imagine, my 
checks went a gentle hunting 
pink and my eyes stole shyly to 
the top or the letter to see who 
could possibly be such a mis- 
judge of character. It was the 
dear old American Biograph- 
ical Institute. 

No. I don’t know, either. But 


apparently they have been pub- 
lishing biographical reference 
works since 1967, and they live 
in Raleigh, North Carolina, 
and they think so highly of their 
forthcoming book (THE MIL- 
LENNIUM HALL OF 
FAME) that they would like me 
to have a copy. 

Well, to buy a copy. 

“As a nominee for the MIL- 
LENNIUM HALL OF FAME 
you have the option of reserv- 
ing a copy of the volume for 
your own personal library. Your 
biography will be compiled by 
our Senior Editor who will 
mail you a proof of your life’s 
story prior to the publication’s 
release ... It is certain to be one 
of the most sought-after refer- 
ence works of the past one hun- 
dred years." 


And that is not all. 

“Biographees are also elig- 
ible for the MILLENNIUM 
Statue appropriately honoring 
those invited to be a part of pos- 
terity. A beautiful HALL OF 
FAME TESTIMONIAL 
PLAQUE is available as well. 
I have put together a special 
package option of all three 
items at a reduced cost than 
when ordered separately." 

Gliding swiftly over the 
doubtful grammar of that last 
sentence, I turn to the special 
package option, a green leaflet 
illustrating the Hall of Fame 
Statue - which looks exactly like 
a gravestone with one’s name 
on - and giving me more details 
of the book, or rather of",., this 
everlasting, interesting and 
motivating volume on global 


bookshelves ... in which you can 
document the legacy of your 
accomplishments - at least one 
page, if not more, will be 
dedicated to you and your 
portrait as well as your 
philosophies." 

The letter ends, before giv- 
ing details of payment. "1 would 
like to thank you, on behalf of 
the Institute, for your many con- 
tributions to humankind.” 
which convinces me. if I didn’t 
know it before, that they have 
got the wrong man. Bui 1 can 
also feel a thank you letter 
forming in my mind. It goes 
something like this. 

Dear ABI. Tempted 
though 1 am to order vour 
Statue at only USS375. or in- 
deed the Hall of Fame volume 
itself, which I note is also 


US$375 . 1 fed you should know 
that the philosophies which I 
have evolved during this great 
century wuuld not make me feel 
worthy of inclusion in the MIL- 
LENNIUM HALL OF FAME. 

“First I note that you intend 
to include only living people, 
and thus to exclude such great 
figures as Einstein. Lenin and 
Stephane Grappelli Why invite 
me, and not them? Could it be 
that 1 am alive, and thus able 
to send you money, while more 
famous people, no matter how 
revered iheir achievements, 
are dead and thus unable to 
make you richer? 

Secondly. I feel it is unwise 
for me to put money in the 
hands of people who habitually 
use the words biographee’, 
inductee and ‘hoaorec’. 


“Thirdly, I do not wish to 
join posterity until I am dead 

“Fourthly, I do not wish my 
biography to be written by your 
Senior Editor. I want it to be 
written either by Michael Hol- 
royd or, failing that, by The 
Independent's Obituary 
Department. 

“Fifthly .the only decent por- 
trait I have of myself, I sent 
about two years ago to a glossy 
magazine which wanted a black 
and white mugsbot to go with 
an article, and they haven’t 
sent it back yet. 

“If this response disappoints 
you. may I suggest that you get 
in touch instead with Jeffrey 
Archer, Edwina Currie and 
Gyles Brandreth? I enclose, 
their addresses. 

Yours sincerely ..." 
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Religion in the Middle East: the fundamental problem 


ROBERT 

FISK 

fc'THE ROCK 
OF BELIEF 


After the recent tourist mas- had launched a hopeless “war 
sacre at Luxor, the Western of liberation" against the Syri- 
press blamed the usual sus- ans. The Pope b egan praying for 
pects. “Islamic madness,” Paris the Maronite Catholics of 
Match called the killings, with- Lebanon and Cardinal John 
out putting inverted commas O’Connor of New York arrived 
around the word “Islamic", to offer his condolences to the 
while going on to describe the Maronites - but not to the 
murderers as “Allah’s lunatics". Muslim families who had suf- 
Not long ago, it was Tone mag- fered under Aoun’s shellfire, 
azine whose cover story on the Aoun- now exiled in Paris -was 
New York bombings was head- a messianic figure who banned 
, lined “Islamic terror” -as if one opposition newspapers from 
£ .of the world’s great religions his area of Beirut and ordered 
' 'specifically sanctioned attacks the midnight arrest of army of- 
on the World Trade Centre. fleers; but around the doors of 


the further they are from their 
holiest cities of Jerusalem and 
Mecca. The English vicar, the 
liberal rabbi in London, the 
Muslim scheikh in Birming- 
ham are folk we enjoy meeting. 
But the moment we encounter 
the Christian right-wing pD- 
grims to Jerusalem, the Jewish 
supporters of Eretz Israel in the 
West Bank, or the Saudi reli- 
gious police in Mecca with their 
absolute belief in IsIamicrAaria 
law (obligingly passed on to 
their chums in the Taliban in 
Afghanistan), the less attractive 
these religions become. 

I noticed this in Beirut back 
in 1990 when Lebanon's Chris- 
tian rebel general Michel Aoun 
had launched a hopeless “war 
of liberation" against the Syri- 
ans.^ The Pope began praying for 
the Maronite Catholics of 
Lebanon and Cardinal John 
O’Connor of New York arrived 
to offer his condolences to the 
Maronites - but not to the 
Muslim famili es who had suf- 
fered under Aoun's shellfire. 
Aoun - now exiled in Paris - was 
a messianic figure who banned 
opposition newspapers from 



When a Jewish settler - an 
officer in the Israeli army re- 
serve called Baruch Goldstein 
- burst into a Hebron mosque 
in 1994 and massacred 29 Mus- 
lims there were no headlines 
about “Jewish madness". Gold- 
stein, presented by his friends 
as a homely Jewish doctor who 
had become enraged by Arab 
“terror”, was referred to as 
“deranged" and a “fanatic". At 
no point was his religion con- 
nected to his act. Similarly the 
Christian Phalangists who 
slaughtered up to 2,000 Pales- 
. tinian civilians - most of them 
^ Muslims - in the Sabra and 
Chatila camps in Beirut in 1982. 
This particular bloodbath was 
not called “Christian madness", 
□or were its perpetrators de- 
scribed as “Christ's lunatics" - 
even though many had pic- 
tures of the Virgin Mary taped 
to their gun-butts. No, the 1982 
massacre was portrayed as 
Arabs killing Arabs, or- in the 
infamous words of Israeli prime 
minister Menachim Begin, 
whose Israeli soldiers bad sur- 
rounded the camps and were 
watching the killings - “goyim 
killing gqyim". 

There’s a double standard at 
work here, of course. But also 
a desire to avoid confronting a 
very frightening phenomenon, 
one that we desperately hope - 


fleers; but around the doors of 
his bunker above Beirut there 
fluttered many a cape of Vati- 
can purple. 

Of course, every religion 
has its real eccentrics. One of 
my favourites is Father Neil 
Horan of London, a priest who 
regularly writes to me to explain 
wfry his reading of the Bible has 
convinced him that a nuclear 
world war will start over the pos- 
session of Jerusalem - a “war 
of Armageddon, the war to 
end all wars" - during which 
Jesus will return to earth and be- 
come chief of staff of the Israeli 
army. After this, according to a 
map Mr Horan has sent me. 
Israel will occupy the entire Gulf 
(including Saudi Arabia), the 
Egyptian Sinai, half of Iraq, 
three quarteis of Syria and ail 
of Lebanon. 

Mr Horan states that the 
Jews' claim to Jerusalem is the 
only valid one and that tradi- 
tional Muslim beliefs about the 
Bible are “false and malicious”. 
These rambling? may be harm- 
less enough; less so, however, 
when the Jews’ right to all of 
Jerusalem is supported by tens 
of thousands of armed settlers 
living illegally on occupied Arab 
land and by members of the 
Israeli cabinet. And the Amer- 
ican Christian right - both 
feared and respected by US 
presidential candidates - took 


Religions in conflict: a soldier stands guard on a Jerusalem rooftop. Below, a visitor pays homage at the tomb of Baruch Goldstein 


Main photograph: Rick Bowmer/AP 


He certainty has opposite 
numbers in the Muslim faith. 
For years, the Saudis would 
pour money into fundamental- 
ist Islamic movements across 
the Arab world. The Saudis gave 
money to the Islamic Salvation 
Front in Algeria (before it was 


sheikh of A1 Azhar, the ancient 
Islamic university in Cairo, re- 
proached the Luxor killers of 
the Gema’a Islamiyah (Islam- 
ic Group) last week. But he was 
almost alone in doing so. When 
last March, another Egyptian 
Muslim extremist group - 


ji and, if we have faith in any god, a full-page advertisement in 
* pray -is not true: that the blood- the New York Times last spring 
shed visited upon the innocent to urge Christian support for Is- 



in the Middle East may not be 
the result of religion used as a 
cynical tool for a political aim, 
but may spring instead from the 
religion itself. What we do not 
want to think about in the re- 
gion - what we cannot accept 
- is that the three great eastern 
religions of Islam, Christianity 
and Judaism may themselves 
bear some responsibility foT 
the atrocities committed in 
their name. 

It is an odd and disturbing 
fact that adherents of these 
faiths often seem more liberal 


reel’s claim to all of Jerusalem, 
even though such a demand 
struck a dagger at ibe heart of 
the so-called “peace process". 

Prominent among the names 
on that advertisement was Pat 
Robertson, the US evangelist 
whose friends used to give fi- 
nancial support to a Christian 
fundamentalist radio station in 
southern Lebanon which not 
only proselytised hopelessly 
among Shiite Muslims, but car- 
ried regular threats against the 
local Muslim villages of 
Lebanon. 


banned in 1992), to the Arabs 
who fought in Afghanistan - 
some of whom now constitute 
the core of “Islamist" violence 
against the north African 
regimes - and to the totalitar- 
ian, sexist and brutal Taliban. 

It remains the case that few 
Islamic scholars have tried - or 
dared - to condemn the roost 
barbarous acts supposedly car- 
ried out in Islam's name. The 
number of Muslim preachers 
who have passed sentence 
against the butchers of Algeria's 
villages is pitifully few. The 


“Jihad Movement -Vanguards 
of Conquest" -called for a holy 
war, following the slaughter of 
Israeli schoolgirls by a Jordan- 
ian soldier, their appeal was 
couched in the most frightful 
and racist terms. “The onty path 
to regain [Muslims] rights [in 
Jerusalem]," it said, “is the 
path of sacrifice - the path tak- 
en by the Jordanian soldier who 
emptied his machine gun into 
the breasts of the grandchildren 
of monkeys and pigs." Not a sin- 
gle Muslim prelate comment- 
ed on this vile statement. 


Yet it is not much different 
to the words of a pamphlet de- 
livered to the door of a Muslim 
reader of 77ie Independent who 
- quite correctly - handed it at 
once to the police. It was sent 
in the name of Kahane Chai 
(Kahane Lives), named after 
Meir Kahane, the fanatically 
racist American rabbi with an 
arrest record for conspiring to 
manufacture explosives, who 
was murdered by an Arab in 
New York in 1990.: The pam- 
phlet promised an Israel that 
would stretch “from the borders 
of Russia to the River Nfle” and 
warned the Muslim recipient 
that if he and his family and Oth- 
er Muslims resisted Israel and 
refused to make peace on 
Israel's terms, they would be 
treated like the victims of the 
massacre at Qana- when more 
than a hundred Muslim 
refugees were slaughtered by 
Israeli army artillery fire in a 
UN camp in southern Lebanoa 
last year. “Muslims, your lives 
are [to] ours like the sheep to 
Ihe butcher," it said. 

One of Meir Kahane’s most 
ferocious supporters was 
Baruch Goldstein - or “Dr" 
Baruch Goldstein as 1 was 
told to call him by a pro- Israeli 
Independent reader who in- 
sisted he could never be de- 
fined as a “terrorist” - who 
killed the 29 Palestinian wor- 
shippers in the Hebron 
mosque. The tomb of this 
mass-murderer is now a shrine 


in the nearest Jewish settle- 
ment to Hebron, a place of pil- 
grimage for thousands of 
right-wing Israeli Jews. 

The climate still exists, of 
course. In Washington, Muslim 
murderers remain “terrorists"; 
Jewish and Christian murderers 
of the Middle East are not 
“terrorists". One of the bravest 
men to raise these double stan- 
dards is Dr Israel Shahak, au- 
thor and retired professor of 
organic chemistry at the Hebrew 
university in Jerusalem, whose 
examination of Jewish religious 
fundamentalism is invaluable. In 
his new book Jewish History, Jew- 
ish Religion, he concludes that 
“there can no longer be any 
doubt that the most horrifying 
acts of oppression in the West 
Bank are motivated by Jewish 
religious fanaticism." He quotes 
from an official exhortation to 
religious Jewish soldiers about 
Gentiles, published by the Is- 
raeli army’s Central Region 
Command in which the chief 
chaplain writes; “When our 
forces come across civilians 
during a war or in hot pursuit 
or a raid, so long as there is no 
certainty that those rivOians 
are incapable of harming our 
forces, then according to the 
HalakJmh (the legal system of 
classical Judaism) they may 
and even should be killed ... In 
□o circumstances should an 
Arab be trusted, even if he 
makes an impression of being 
civilised ... In war, when our 


Just another product that doesn’t match the packaging 


“Annual income £20; annual expen- 
diture £19, 19 shillings and sixpence: 
result happiness. Annual income 
£20: annual expenditure £20 and 
sixpence: result misery.” 

Our present period, with its vigour 
and its uncertainties, in so main' ways 
is coming to resemble the Victorian 
age. So Mr Micawber's golden rule 
above becomes more and more rel- 
evant. We have to get people - all 
people, not just the rich - to save 
more. 

t flne then we are in a period of very’ 
rapid economic change, with a host of 
new inventions and services hitting the 
market, and new businesses springing 
up to meet new perceived needs. Peo- 
ple with professional, business or 
craft skills are doing very well. On the 
other hand, job security has largely dis- 
appeared. and family structure is un- 
der strain - through the reason that 
mar riage s don't last now is divorce, 
rather than the death of a spouse. 

This combination of uncertainty 
and vigour makes it more necessary 
for people to build up a cushion of 
savings, and also more possible to do 
so. If the welfare state cannot be re- 
lied up to support people comfortably 
20 or 30 years from now - and adverse 
demography alone would pul great 
pressure on any pay-as-you-go wcl- 
fere system, however well-designed 
- at least people’s savings arc not 


whittled away by savage inflation. 

The trouble is that though one half 
of the country is building up a size- 
able cushion of savings through pen- 
sion plans and home ownership as 
well as all the other incentives in- 
troduced in the last 15 years such as 
Peps and Tessas, the other half is not. 

That is the claimed logic behind 
ihe new tax-free Individual Savings 
Accounts, details of which were out- 
lined yesterday by Geoffrey Robinson, 
the paymaster-general: extend the sav- 
ing? habit to all - to the people who 
do not even have bank accounts - 
rather than confine it to the relatively 
sophisticated people who are currently 
building up their nest-eggs. 

The principle certainly deserves 
a welcome. Tlic idea of an ISA is 
modelled on the US Individual Re- 
tirement Account - they had to 
change the initials for obvious rea- 
sons - so there is quite a lot of ex- 
perience around of this son of plan. 
This is not really pioneering stuff; it 
is simply applying good internation- 
al practice to the UK. The idea of Dy- 
ing to redistribute savings incentives 
away from the present, relatively so- 
phisticated group of savers, towards 
the non-savers, also makes sense, if 
everyone had an ISA as a matter of 
normal practice, we would he well on 
the way to one-nation Viciorianism. 
not the two-nation version to which 
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TAX-FREE 

SAVINGS 


we arc in danger of returning. 

The problem, as so often seems to 
happen with this Government, is 
that when you look at the detail, the 
product docs not match the packag- 
ing. The reason is that the new plan, 
instead of being in addition to exist- 
ing savings incentives, replaces them. 
Peps and Tessas have been very suc- 
cessful in extending the savings habit. 
The Treasury is always iwitchy about 
supposed kvs of revenue, and the tax- 
free status of the soaring halances in 
ftps has caused it particular concern. 

If the Government realty wanted 
to prioritise savings it would do 
something different It might forex- 


ample, keep Peps and Tessas, pegging 
the amount to be paid in at present 
levels. Or it would allow a larger 
amount to be transferred into the 
ISA. Or it would increase the size of 
the total funds in an ISA pot to 
£100.000. Or whatever. Ask the tough 
question: will this plan increase the 
total amount of savings in the coun- 
try? Probably not. In fact it might in 
the short-run have the opposite ef- 
fect: the present hand of savers (who 
lose incentives) may save less, while 
the new band (who gain incentives) 
may take a while to save more. 

So what is to be done? I suggest 
two responses. One is for the Gov- 
ernment to listen to the representa- 
tions of the savings industry. Of 
course, like any lobby, it will make a 
cause to suit hsd£ Nevertheless, it does 
know a lot about savings and the way 
in which tax incentives are likely to be 
effective in boosting them. By contrast 
the Treasury team, with the exception 
of Mr Robinson, who does know a 
thing or two about tax-efficient sav- 
ing? schemes (of which more in a mo- 
ment), arc babes in the wood. There 
is a long and dishonourable history of 
tax incentives not having the desired 
effect - look at the way money for 
Business Expansion Schemes did not 
go into business but into buying new 
halls of residence for universities. 

The second thing is that they 


should seek to create a culture of sav- 
ing. People do want to try and man- 
age their money better. You may recall 
a couple of weeks ago we ran a series 
of articles about the attitudes of 
young people in this country. The 
most important practical skill listed 
by young people was “being able to 
manage money property”. This is 
not a response of the elite. People with 
no qualifications and the unemployed 
were the most likely of all to pick this. 

So there is a great base of com- 
mon sense here on which to build. 
Saving is the key to money manage- 
ment, for the harsh reality is those 
least able to afford to borrow are 
those who are charged the most I sus- 
pect that if some small portion of the 
money that goes in savings incentives 
were deployed into education in ba- 
sic financial management, the effect 
on the country would be enormous. 
There would be for fewer Mr Mi- 
cawbers in the future. 

As for the people who resent los- 
ing their Peps and Tessas, I have a fur- 
ther suggestion. To replace their 
PEPs, people should start PGPs. 
This stands for Paymaster-General 
Plans, which involve setting up off- 
shore trusts in Guernsey. These have 
the full approval of the Cabinet ... 
and I’m sure Mr Robinson would be 
onty too delighted to tell you how it 
was done for him. 


forces storm the enemy, they are 
allowed and even enjoined by 
the Haiakhah to kill even good 
civilians, that is, civilians who are 
ostensibly good." 

This disgusting advice may 
not, of course, be heeded- Nor 
may the frightful appeals of Al- 
gerian “Islamist” groups. We 
can comfort ourselves by con- 
cluding that every religion has 
its extremists, that fundamen- 
talism is an aberration rather 
than the logical result of any lit- 
eralist reading of the Middle 
East’s holy books. Is there a 
problem because there is no 
New Testament for two of these 
religions- no message of “turn- 
ing the other cheek"? Or be- 
cause there was no renaissance 
in the Middle East? It would be 
pleasant to draw same coherent 
explanation. 

Alas, I fear there may not 
be one. Religion is about ulti- 
mate truth aod faith. And 
those who believe in such to- 
tal truths - to the extinction of 
other, invalid “truths" - live 


near their holy cities. Funda- 
mentalists, after all, help rule 
Saudi Arabia, Iran, 
Afghanistan Sudan and - giv- 
en the make-up of Benjamin 
Netanyahu's cabinet - Israel as 
well. The Egyptian govern- 
ment has co-opted fundamen- 
talist preachers. The Christian 
fundamentalist right in Amer- 
ica exerts its baleful influence 
over the Middle East. And 
when an Arab scholar last year 
asked the Pope to apologise for 
the Crusades - the greatest act 
of ethnic cleansing and bar- 
barism in the Middle East in a 
thousand years - he received 
only silence by way of reply. 

Are extremists - the killers 
and the racists or the eccentrics 
- mere defects in the world of 
religion? Or are they an in- 
evitable part of it in the Middle 
East? I fear the latter. Perhaps 
it is time we recognised this poi- 
son for what it is. For there is 
nothing so hard as the rock of 
belief. And nothing so poten- 
tially cruel. 



Bulgaria in Crisis 

Appeal 1" Independent Readers 


LEFT TO FREEZE 
Yonian. I& already 
malnowrished could die 
from cold aod hanger 
this winter unless aid 
reaches Um now. With 
lemparanaes 
plummeting to -IS’C 
Yordant scant clothing 
and no shoes offer him 
Unie protection front [he 
bitter cold and there is 
no money to heat Us 
orphanage. There are 
37.000 places in ' 
Bulgaria): orphanages. 


| No Money To Feed The Children 
■ No Money To Heat The Orphanages 

I Bulgaria is a country in the midst of a serious economic 
crisis. Unless urgent help is seat, thousands of children wiU 

I suffer terribly tins winter. 

There is little money to heat the orphanages. 

I Orphanage Directors are having to beg for food from local 
villages and rarely know where the next meal is coming 

I from. In some areas children, like Vardan. are going hungry 
aod the cold could prove fatal for many children this winter. 
Without aid tins could be catastrophic for Bulgaria's 

( orphanage children. 

The European Children’s Trust, sister charity of The 

I Romanian Orphanage Trust, is ready to distribute emergency 
food packs, clothes and fuel to the orphanages in most need. 

I Your gift today wifl save lives and bring hope. 


feed 20 OTphanage chfldrea for a week or heat an 
orphanagefor 3 day*. 


Please svnd whatever you can to help children 
Mir\i\c the winter or call 01273 290390 NO\Y 



■ The European Children s Trust Or debit my Access/Vtsa/CAF card 

Card no . Jixpiiy dale 

| Signature _ .Dale 

I IMfaMrt k . 

Address 


I Telephone no. 

Ream kk Tmy* Bauun, (mil). Bulgaria Emergency 
Affeal, The European CbjUnt Treat, FREEPOST 


Please act NOW - winter is coinin' 
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NatWest chiefs under pressure as sale of 
investment banking arm leaves £637m hole 


Beckett to approve 
£3.7bn Energy bid 
with dividend curbs 




The position of 
Nat West’s top 
management looked 
increasingly precarious 
last night after rt 
emerged that the sale of 
large parts of NatWest 
Markets would leave a 
£637m hole in the 
accounts this year. 

Lea Paterson examines 
the group’s failure to 
become a main force in 
investment banking. 


National Westminster Bank is 
to split the equities business of 
NatWest Markets, its invest- 
ment banking arm, between 
Fiankfurl-based Deutsche 
Morgan Grenfell (DMG) and 
the US Bankers' Trust in a 
f 179m deal. 

The deal, which will leave 
NatWest nursing more than 
more £600m in trading losses, 
provisions and other charges, 
dismayed the City and led to 
renewed doubts about the 
future of its chairman Lord 
Alexander and chief executive 
Derek Wan! ess. 

Mr Whnlesssaid: “We have 
been unsuccessful in develop- 
ing this business and have there- 
fore taken the very tough 
decision to effect an orderly exit 
as being in the best interests of 
shareholders and NatWest as a 
whole.” 

DMG. the investment bank- 
ing arm of Germany's Deutsche 
Bank, is to buy Nat West's Asian 
and US equity derivatives busi- 
ness for £5Qra. Bankers' Trust, 
which snapped up Nat West's Eu- 
ropean cash equities for £ 129m. 
NatWest is to retain “a propor- 
tion of its UK equity derivatives 
book", which will be wound 
down. “It’s the biL that neither 
Bankers’ nor DMG wanted," 
commented one insider. 

Both DMG and Bankers’ 



The Government is set to 
Impose curbs on the 
£3.7bn takeover of the 
Energy Group by the US 
utility PadfiCorp that 
would control the level of 

dividends it could 
take from its regional 
electricity company 

Eastern. Mfchae/ Harrison 

reports on a move 
which coukl have wide 
ramifications for the 
electricity sector. 
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Derek Wanless, chief executive of NatWest: “We have taken the very tough decision to effect an orderly exit in the best interests of shareholders* 


got a good deaL according to 
City analysts, who had previ- 
ously put a price tag of between 
£300 m and £400m on the two 
sets of businesses. One com- 
mented: “One had hoped 
NatWest might have done 
rather better with this sale". 

Despite City criticism, Mr 
Wanless said he was pleased 
with the sale. He said: “The fact 
that we have achieved more 
than net asset value is good. We 
are satisfied with the price". 
NatWest achieved a surplus of 
£55m over net asset value for 
the businesses, but analysts 
pointed out that this was before 
a goodwill adjustment of £65m. 
One commented: “There is a 


lot of accounting flexibility in 
these things". 

Last month. Barclays sold 
parts of BZW. its investment 
banking arm. for £50m less 
than book value. 

NatWest expects its invest- 
ment banking activities to lose 
£637ra in the year to December, 
it was revealed yesterday. 
NatWest Markets is predicted to 
make an operating loss of 
£2 10m. and NatWest is also set 
to lake a £270m restructuring 
charge. In addition, the group 
has made a £77ra provision for 
options mispricing discovered 
last March and an £80 post-Bud- 
get adjustment to finance lease 
receivables. John Leonard, 


banking analyst at Salomon 
Brothers said: “The disappoint- 
ing element [of the announce- 
ment] is the large loss and the 
size of restructuring charge". 

Mr Wanless attributed the 
poor performance of NatWest 
Markets to two factors, its. high 
cost base and the uncertainty 
surrounding the future of in- 
vestment banking at NatWest. 
He emphasised that the losses 
did not. in the main, stem from 
positions taken by NaiWest’s 
traders. But Chip Kruger, chief 
executive of NatWest Markets 
admitted: “That is not to say 
that individual trades didn’t 
lose money in October and 
November." 


The City was highly critical 
yesterday of the way in which 
NatWest Markets has been 
managed in recent months. 
One analyst called Nat West's 
failure to set out a clear in- 
vestment hanking strategy "a 
major disaster". Another said 
that it raised questions over the 
future of both Mr Wanless and 
Lord Alexander. NatWest's 
chairman. One commented: “I 
would not be surprised to see 
them go. but management tend 
to ding on as king as they can 
in these situations". 

Mr Wanless yesterday said 
he was “committed" to the re- 
mainder of the businesses 
within NatWest Markets. But 


some analysts doubt ed 
whether NatWest's substan- 
tial corporate advisory business 
could survive without its equity 
operations. 

One said: “They’ve started 
unravelling the business and it’s 
difficult to see where it's going 
to stop." 

NatWest also announced 
yesterday that its US cash 
equities division is to close. 
The bank has also had “a 
number of approaches re- 
garding its Australian invest- 
ment banking operations", 
and is “in discussions" about 
the sale of its Asia cash 
equities businesses. 

Outlook, page 25 


Margaret Beckett. Prcadeoi of the 
Board of Trade, is expected to ap- 
prove the deal on condition that 
extra safeguards are built into the 
regulatory regime to prevent 
PadfiCorp from raiding East- 
ern's finances. 

The conditions being planned 
by the Department of Trade and 
Industry would give the Secretary 
of State direct powers to intervene 
if it was felt that die dividends be- 
ing paid out from Eastern to the 
parent company were excessive or 
threatened its ability to finance its 
operations. 

Mrs Beckett received the re- 
port of the Monopolies and 
Mergers Commission into the 
takeover II days ago and is 
expected to publish its findings 
along with her derision early in the 
new year. 

She referred the bid to the 
MMC in August because of con- 
cerns over whether it would be 
possible to maintain “adequate 
regulatory control" over the 
merged company. 

The derision was taken against 
the advice of both the electricity 
regulator. Professor Stephen Ut- 
tlechOd, and the Director General 
of Fair Trading, John Bridgeman. 

The verdict of ftdfiCorp/En- 
ergy Group is being eagedy await- 
ed because seven other regional 


electricity compares (RECs) 
already owned by US utffitrek 
white three othersare pattoflatg- 
er UK-based and run utility groups. jj 

Any tightening of tbe rego- T 
latory regime which is applied to 
Eastern may also have lob&ex- . 
tended to cover the other RECs - 
which are now part of larger . 
groups. 

The Government b thought. • 
to have been concent about . 

level of dividends BacffiCdtp 
might seek to extract from East- - 
era because of the highly-lever- 
aged nature of its bid. The 
take-over would create a group 
with debts of nearly $h5bn, fL 
nance d partly through junk 
bonds. Even after planned asset 
sales to help finance the bid, the 
combined business would still 
have debts of $12bn and con- 
ventional gearing of 300 per a 
cent. 

The electricity regulator Offer 
has general powers, enforced 
through licence amendments, 
to ensure that Rees which are 
owned by larger parent compa- 
nies have sufficient resources to 
fund their regulated activities ad- 
equately. . , 

Licence modifications have ■ 
beenintnxkioedtoringTencetbe 
regulated businesses to ensure 
they can finance their authorised 
activities and satisfy all reason- 
able demand for electricity. Each 
year they have to submit a report 
to Offer demonstrating their 
ability to fund the regulated 
businesses for the year ahead. 

But there has been concern 
in government circles about the 
level of dividends being removed 
from some of the RECs by their 
American parents. Earlier this 
year it emerged that SWEB, the 
first of the RECs to be acquired 
by a US utility, had paid out 
£472m in dividends to its parent 
the Southern Company of 
Atlanta Georgia, on profits of 
£237ra in the year to March, 
1996. 
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Stagecoach warns 
it will fight changes 
to leasing contracts 


Rail and bus group 
Stagecoach was on a 
collision course with the 
Government last night 
after warning that it 
would resort to law if 
regulations were 
imposed to curb the 
profits from its rolling 
stock company, 
Porterbrook. Michael 
Harrison reports. 


Brian Souler, the chairman of 
Stagecoach, served notice that 
any attempt to alter the leasing 
contracts Pdrter brook has with 
the train operating companies 
would be resisted through the 
courts. 

The warning follows confir- 
mation that ministers may ex- 
tend the regulatory regime 
governing the privatised roil in- 
dustry to include the three 
rolling slock companies. 

The businesses were sold off 
two years ago with guaranteed 
leasing contracts worth more 
than £2bn and have since 
proved a goldmine- Stagecoach, 
which paid £825 m to acquire 
Porterbrook, disclosed yester- 
day that the rolling stock busi- 
ness generated £63m in 
operating profits in the first half 
of the year - more than 60 per 
cent of the group total -on sales 
of just £136 hl 

Mr Souler said: “If anyone 
tried to change out existing 
Porterbrook contracts it would 
be a major legal issue. Our view 
is that these are contracts under 
law and any change would be 
challenged by us under law." 

Stagecoach's finance director, 
Keith Cochrane, added thaL it ex- 
pected to hold discussions with 
ministers or officials in the near 
future to aigue its case. 

Mr Cochrane said that 
amending the contracts would 
be unprecedented and would 
deter other private sector busi- 
nesses from providing finance 
for the rail industry. Porterfirook 


has placed rolling orders worth 
£250m since privatisation and is 
about to place a further £25 m 
contract for diesel trains which 
it will let on short-term rentals. 

As an alternative the Gov- 
ernment could leave existing 
contracts in place but impose 
new regulatoiy controls when 
they run out. Most of the con- 
tracts do not expire until 2004 
although some will start to come 
up for renewal from next March. 

Bui Mr Cochrane said 
Porterbrook had already given 
undertakings to offer reason- 
able renewal terms at the end 
of the existing contracts. 

Porterbrook was initially sold 
to its management and a group 
of venture capital funds for 
£527m but they made a £300m 
profit by selling the business on 
to Stagecoach a year later. Sim- 
ilar windfall profits were made 
when the management and ven- 
ture capitalists involved in the 
purchase of Evcrsholt Leasing 
sold out earlier this year to a sub- 
sidiary of HSBC. 

Stagecoach subsequently se- 
curitised £545 ra of the debt 
used to fund the Porterbrook 
takeover by issuing bonds 
backed against its revenue 
stream. Mr Cochrane said these 
bonds would be affected if the 
lease contracts were altered. 

The sparkling performance 
from Porterbrook helped Stage- 
coach to a 50 per cent increase 
in pre-tax profits to £7fl.5m for 
the six months to the end of Oc- 
tober. Its other rail business. 
South West Trains, made an op- 
erating profit of £7.8m on rev- 
enues up by 8 per cent. 

Mr Cochrane confirmed 
that SWT was considering in- 
troducing one-man operation 
on its trains and extending its 
experiment with automatic 
ticket barriers to more of its 
stations. SWT ran into a storm 
of protest and was fined by the 
rail regulator earlier this year 
after axcing 10 per cent of its 
drivers and then being forced 
to cana l hundreds of services 
because of staff shortages. 


Royal 
replaces 
two top 
executives 


STOCK MARKETS 





Call for bigger pollution cuts 
delivers blow to coal hopes 


SrrC J '• 


Royal & Sun Alliance yesterday 
took Lhe market by surprise by 
replacing its two lop executives. 
The decision to relieve Richard 
Gamble as group chief execu- 
tive entitles him to a pay-off of 
up to £750,000, equivalent, to 
two years’ pay. 

Robert Mendelsohn, chief 
executive officer of Royal & Sun 
Alliance in the US. wifi take Mr 
Gamble's post. City sources 
said Mr Mendelsohn's ap- 
pointment came out of the 
blue, as either Mr Gamble or 
Roger Taylor, executive deputy 
chairman, had been expected to 
steer the company following the 
merger of Royal Insurance and 
Sun Alliance in July last year. 

Royal & Sun also an- 
nounced yesterday that Mr 
Taylor would relinquish his ex- 
ecutive duties, although be 
would retain a seat on the 
board and advise the group on 
external affairs. He will also con- 
tinue as chairman of the Asso- 
ciation of British Insurers. 

The company insisted the 
changes were expected. How- 
ever. the move came as a pleas- 
ant surprise to the market, and 
Royal & Sun's shares closed up 
14p at 560p. 

The City has been uneasy 
about the top-heavy manage- 
ment structure at Royal & Sun 
since the merger. There have 
also been suggestions that Mr 
Gamble and Mr Taylor dis- 
agreed on strategic issues. 

Patrick Gillam, chairman, 
said in a statement the move 
was the natural next step in the 
development of the group. The 
metger of Royal Insurance and 
Sun Alliance had created a 
strong business. Integration of 
the two companies was on track 
and the changes in management 
“put in place the appropriate 
structure to build upon the 
group’s demonstrated strength 
as a world class leader in the fi- 
nancial services industry". 

— Cathy Nevrman 
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INTEREST RATES 


The Environment 
Agency is to ask for 
bigger cuts in sulphur 
pollution from coal-fired 
power stations, in a 
move that could further 
jeopardise the future of 
the coal industry. 

Chris Godsmark, Business 
Correspondent, reports 
on moves which could 
scupper ministers' hopes 
of finding new solutions 
to the coal crisis. 
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Bond Yields 
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The call for significantly larger 
reductions in sulphur emis- 
sions will come in a consulta- 
tion paper by the Environment 
Agency, which could be pub- 
lished before Christmas. Offi- 
cials at the agency, which 
operates independently from 
Whitehall, believe that the de- 
mand is a matter of urgency. 

The current targets set by 
the Inspectorate of Pollution 
last year are for power stations 


to cut their sulphur emissions 
by 84 per cent by 2005, com- 
pared with pollution levels in 
1991. However the huge in- 
crease in gas-fired electricity 
generation has already pro- 
duced an unexpectedly barge re- 
duction in emissions. 

The existing larger says most 
of the drop in sulphur output 
would come from new gas 
power stations, while older 
coal stations would account 
for just a 6 per cent cuL Though 
the new targets have yet to be 
signed off, they are certain to 
demand a bigger contribution 
from coal stations. 

The Agency has submitted its 
revised plans in evidence to the 
Commons Trade and Industry 
Select Committee, which will to- 
day continue its investigation into 
the plight of the coal industry. 

The extra environmental 
obligations look set to further 
tip the balance against coal, 
which has been bit by a plunge 
in orders next year from the big 
generators. The new targets 
also demonstrate the Environ- 
ment Agency's determination 


MAIN PRICE CHANGES 


to block any moves by ministers 
to reduce the pressure on coal 
by relaxing pollution standards. 

The agency believes gener- 
ators and mining companies 
could meet the obligations 
without an even bigger shift to- 
wards gas generation, which has 
much lower sulphur emissions. 
The paper will suggest a range 
of measures, including burning 
high sulphur content coal in lhe 
most efficient power stations 
and adding lime to the gener- 
ating process. 

Separately yesterday it 
emerged that plans by RJB to 
create a huge opencast mine be- 
tween Leeds and Wakefield 
will not be challenged by the 
Department of Transport and 
the Environment. The group 
wants to extract more than 
2 million tonnes of coal from 
a 620-ucre site, but has faced in- 
tense local opposition. 

The department confirmed 
that rt had decided not to call 
in Lhe planning application for 
ministerial consideration, a 
move which would have de- 
layed the process. 
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| Engineering company shows the way 
1 with no-underwriters rights issue 
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The practice of charging com- 
panies fixed fees to raise money 
in the City looks on the way out 
after an engineering company 
yesLerdav launched a rights 
issue dispensing with under- 
writing fees altogether. 

The move comes just two 
weeks after John Bridgeman. 
Director General of the Office 
of Fair Trading ( OFT), referred 
the Issue of underwriting ser- 
vices to the Monopolies and 
Mergers Commission, on the 
grounds that the system is anti- 
competitive. 

Heat treatment specialist 
Bodycote will raise £993 million 
in a one-for-four rights issue 
priced at 500p a share - a 4725 
P««iU discount to \he prevail- 
ing market pria: - to help pav for 
iLs £60. 7m acquisition of French 


group HIT Pricing the issue at 
such a large discount removes the 
need for underwriting, where in- 
stitutional shareholders guaran- 
ty !o buy shares at the issue price 
even if the company's share 
price falls below iL 

As a result Bodycote. which 
was advised by Dresdner KJein- 
w,,rl Benson, does not have to 
pay the standard underwriting 

fee of 2 p er ceal 0 f ^ amoun “j 
raised, “ft was a case of saving 
l-m. which is a very attractive 
proposition for a company like 

saiU director 

■"’bn Cheswurth. 

rhe move was generally wcl- 
«’mcd in the City. “It's throw- 
ing down a gauntlet to the 
iradnional system." said one in- 
stitutional investor, -ft w 
bound to happen sooner or 


later, anuther investment 
banker said. 

The issue is believed to be tfec 
firat in recent years where a fe 
naneialfy sound company tfc- 
penses with underwriting fees- 
Previously, investment h anks had 
sought it i cut fees by pitting part - 
of the underwriting outto tends - - 

John Ri >gers, director of jh" 
vestment services at the National 
Association of Pension Fund 5 * 
■said; *• 1 1 shows that there is Ses~ 
it»iliiy in ihe London utsdsf 1 
writing market." Most observers 
&ud there was no reason 
l| thcr companies should. 00 * 
adopi a similar approach.^ .. 

TTie OFT was also posits 
"This is just the sort of Quag?* 
Director General was IbokW 
l«r." said a spokesman- : V 
- Peter Thal Lat&l , 
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ISAs aim to cap the Revenue’s losses 


OUTLOOK 

ON THE NEW 
SAVINGS SCHEMES, 
BODYCOTE'S RIGHTS 
ISSUE AND 
NATWESTS EXCUSES 


Here is a test. You are the new Chancel- 
lor and your Permanent Secretary has just 
helpfully pointed out that the tax-free in- 
vestment alternative promised in your elec- 
tion manifesto mil cost the Exchequer 
squiihons. It was bad enough that the tax 
foregone on personal equity plans and Tes- 
sas, will be £l-25bn this year, rising to 
£1.7ba by the him of the century. But did 
you know that your brand spanking new 
Individual Savings Account, aimed at 
low income earners has the potential to 
cost a lot more in tax revenues than PEPs 
and Tessas ever did. Gulp. What do you 
do? The answer came yesterday, when the 
Treasury wheeled out a hapless Paymas- 
ter General, Geoffrey Robireon, to explain 
the Government's new ISA to a sceptical 
audience. 

Yes, the ISA will enjoy virtually iden- 
tical tax incentives to existing PEPs and 
Tessas plus bolt on goodies like instant ac- 
cess to a portion of the amount saved. But 
there wiD be one major difference: unlike 
existing PEPs, which allow maximum in- 
vestments of up to £9,000 a year and no 
limit over time, the ISA will have an an- 
nual cap set at £5,000 and an upper ceil- 
ing of £50,000. 

One of the admirable purposes of ISAs 
is to stimulate savings among a far wider 
swathe of people than PEI’S and Tessas 
ever reached with their appeal to better- 
off folk with money to save. 

There is no doubt that many will be bet- 
ter off with an ISA, even if it is to the tune 
of just a few pounds. But we should not 
pretend either that this is an exercise de- 


signed solely to encourage poorer savers 
since the fiscal impetus behind the new 
savings schemes is to cap the amount the 
Revenue is losing from existing ones. 

While poorer savers will get a better 
deal it will not make a jot of difference 
to the super rich. They, like Mr Robin- 
son, will continue to invest their riches in 
offshore trusts where no Chancellor can 
get his hands on them. 

Underwriting 
cartel is challenged 

At last, a company with the gumption to 
challenge the City’s underwriting cartel 
and launch a deeply discounted rights is- 
sue. But hold on a moment. Is anything 
actually being achieved here? 

Bodycote and its merchant bank ad- 
viser, Dresdner Klein wort Benson, have 
decided to dispense with underwriting 
co mmiss ions altogether in raising £99m 
from shareholders. Instead the rights are 
being pitched at a deep discount to the 
prevailing price of Bodycote shares, so that 
even if the stock market collapses before 
the issue can dose, Bodycote is still vir- 
tually guaranteed of getting its money. 

The company thus saves itself the tra- 
ditional 2 per cent underwriting fee, 
while retaining the money in the bank cer- 
tainty which provides the main justifica- 
tion for such fees. Just the ticket. 

So if this is such a great idea, why isn’t 
h more commonly osed? One possible ex- 


planation is that in the wake of the recently 
ordered Monopolies and Mergers Com- 
mission probe into the underwriting car- 
tel, the old system is already crumbling and 
the City is reforming itself under its own 
steam. In the old days companies would 
have been advised strongly against this ap- 
proach, if only because it deprived the City 
of its commission. 

Annoyingly for Dresdner, which now 
looks as if it is reacting to pressure, the 
deeply discounted route for Bodycote was 
under actually being planned before the 
MMC investigation was launched. Bat it 
is certainly the case that the threat of reg- 
ulatory action has stirred the City into re- 
form, of which this is an example. 

Nor have the merchant bankers and 
lawyers been left entirely penniless by the 
exercise. There is still a £2.4m charge to 
Bodycote in advi^pry fees (or 2.4 per cent 
of the sum raised), though to be fair most 
of this is accounted for by the related cost 
of the HIT acquisition in France. 

Moreover, the Bodycote issue suffers 
from a famili ar problem with deeply dis- 
counted rights; what the company gains 
in lack of underwriting commissions, it los- 
es in terms of having to pay out enhanced 
dividends, which increase the long term 
costs of the capital raised. In order to make 
this issue attractive to shareholders. Body- 
cote is first increasing the dividend on the 
existing share capital by 34 per cent The 
effect is that Bodycote will have an on go- 
ing dividend cost on the new capital of 
about double wbat it pays on the old. ' 

In Bodycote’s case, this hardly matters. 


The amount raised in relation to its total 
market capitalisation is relatively smaiL 
Bodycote is also a high growth stock with 
a tiny yield. The real test of a deeply dis- 
counted rights is going to be when it also 
involves a pro-rata cut in the dividend, to 
reduce the costsof the extra capital. Some 

shareholders, particularly small ones, ob- 
ject to this because if you don’t take up 
your rights ft leads to the illusion of re- 
duced dividend income. Will the City go 
for such an approach? Now why does that 
seem so unlikely? 

NatWest puts on 
a brave face 

A personal letter to the shareholders of 
National Westminster Bank from the 
chairman Lord Alexander, and the chief 
executive, Derek Wmless. Dear share- 
holder. It looks bad, doesn’t it? But in fact 
it isn’t. Actually rfs very good news for all 
of us realty. Let’s get the bad news over 
with first. Tbtting up all the costs associ- 
ated with our withdrawal from equities 
tra ding , we’ve arrived at a grand total of 
£637m, which will be charged to group 
profits this year. 

That includes everything, you under- 
stand - trading losses, restructuring 
charges, that wretched options mispricing 
business and a wadring great post budget 
adjustment to finance lease receivables, 
whatever they are. By die way, this last item 

definitely wasn’t our fault, and as for the 


rest, that can all largely be blamed on 
NatWest Markets’ fanner chief executive, 
Martin Owen, who we have now fired. 

We fed sure that you will give us cred- 
it, both for the speed with which wc have 
grasped the nettle and disposed of these 
businesses, and for the openness with, 
which we have detailed the damage. The 
sflim* cannot be said of that mob round 
at Barclays, who have not yet said how 
much their own parallel withdrawal from 
BZW is costing them. 

Now for the good news. The very fact 
that we are getting all this out of the way 

now will enable us to deliver substantial 
improvements in our performance in 
1998 and thereafter - £637 m of improve- 
ment, to be precise. You can’t say fairer 
than that, can you? As it turns out, these 
businesses were tying up a huge amount 
of capital - wbat we in banking call 
"weighted risk assets” - which is now avail- 
able for use elsewhere. Given our record, 
you can surely rely on us to squander this 
money elsewhere now that it has been re- 
leased. Ha, ha! Only joking. Actually, we 
intend to return a big chunk of it to you 
the shareholders. So you see it has all 
worked out rather well in the end. 

A chapter is dosed and we now offer 
a new beginning, new horizons, bigger and 
greater thing s— Oh all right then. Enough 
is enough and we agree to go quietly when 
suitable replacements are found. 

Yours apologetically, etc etc, signed in 
the chairman's absence, squiggle, squig- 
gle, PA to the chairman of National 
Wes tmins ter B ank, 


South Korea to sign 
record $55bn IMF 
bail-out package 


South Korea is likely to 
sign an agreement for a 
rescue package with the 
International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) today, which 
will lay the basis for the 
biggest economic rescue 
in history. In Hong Kong 
Stephen Vines reports that 
the price of the rescue 
will be high and examines 
the chaotic negotiations 
to extricate Seoul from 
its economic crisis, while 
Lea Paterson in London 
looks at a tough-talking 
report on Japan. 


The IMF is expected to con- 
tribute $20bn (fll.Sbn) to a 
$55bn bail-oul with the balance 
coming mainly from Japan, 
the United States and the 
Asian Development Bank. 
This tops the $5 Km bail out for 
the Mexican economy two 
years ago. 

First signs of the price to be 
extracted emerged yesterday 
when the Korean government 
was reported to have suspend- 
ed the licenses of nine merchant 
banks. However in the currently 
confused atmosphere prevail- 
ing in the capital Seoul, news 
of these suspensions came not 
from the government, which 
remained silent, but from the 
stock exchange which 
suspended trading in the 
companies' shares. 

Reports from Seoul say that 
12 merchant banks and two 
commercial banks are about to 
keel over under the pressure of 
bad debt. The IMF is insisting 
on restructuring of Korea's 
manif estly inadequate finan- 
cial institutions which will in- 
volve both dosures and shotgun 
marriages of ailing banks with 
more solidly based institutions. 

The Korean government is 
finding it hard to come terms 
with the humiliation of seeking 


the bail-out. Negotiations have 
proceeded by fits and starts 
with the government sending 
mixed signals about its willing- 
ness to bow to IMF demands. 

However, it is becoming 
clear that ordinary Koreans 
will shoulder a heavy burden in 
consequence of this rescue. A 
predicted agreement with the 
IMF to reduce economic 
growth next year to 3 per cent, 
is estimated to push unem- 
ployment up to around 6 per 
cent of the workforce, com- 
pared with the current level of 
some 2J per cent. 

The Korean economy has 
enjoyed an astonishing average 
level of growth of 8.6 per cent 
per year for the past three 
decades. This sharp reversal is 
unpalatable for many Koreans. 
Kim Dae-jung, the veteran 
opposition politician who may 
well triumph in the pending 
presidential elections, has 
pledged to renegotiate the 
terms of the IMF agreement. 

The battle weary Korean 
stock market registered 
another fall of just over 4 per 
cent, while the fast shrinking 
local currency hit a new low 
with a further fell of 3.5 percent 
against the US dollar. 

For a change Korea's woes 
did little to affect sentiment 
elsewhere in Asia yesterday. 
Most Asian slock markets 
registered gains on the back of 
a strong performance on Wall 
Street on Monday and a surge 
in Japan on the same day. 

The mood of cautious opti- 
mism was seen most clearly in 
Hong Kong where the blue-chip 
Hang Seng Index registered of 
gain of over 4 per cent, and, for 
the first time this month, 
climbed steadily throughout 
the day without being dragged 
down by selling pressure. 

Share prices in Tokyo fell 
back only marginally after prof- 
it taking kicked in following 
Monday's surge. 

Talk of government inter- 
vention also helped firm up the 


Virgin Trains is considering 
plans to buy 75 tilting train sets 
as part of its order for Cross- 
Country. the sprawling rail 
franchise that covers the nation. 

Four train-makcis - Ad- 
tranz. Bombardier. Siemens 
and GEC Abihom - have lined 
up to bid for the lucrative deal 
which industry insiders say 
would be worth more than 
£300m. 

With the announcement or 
tlx: preferred bidder to he made 
thfc week, executives could see 
the value of the contract in- 
crease by up to 25 per cent. 

If Richard Branson, the 


chairman of Virgin, commits his 
company to the order - which 
would be in addition to the 55 
high-speed trains for his West 
Coast operation - i( would 
make him the "tilting (rain 
tycoon of Europe'’. 

Managers at Virgin have 
been attracted by the huge 
time saving lilting trains would 
provide. Calculations suggest 
the twists and turns of many of 
CrossCuunlry's routes would 
see significant journey lime re- 
ductions. 

For example, the trip from 
Birmingham to Bristol, which 
can take more than one and a 


Merrydown in 
takeover talks 


value of the Yen as the influ- 
ential Organisation for 
Economic Co-operation and 
Development (OECD) yester- 
day warned the Japanese 
government to take care not to 
damage further the embattled 
economy. 

In its annual survey of 
Japan, the OECD also pre- 
dicted the recent turmoil in oth- 
er parts of the Ear East could 
threaten future Japanese 
growth. The OECD said: “The 
recent financial difficulties of 
some South East Asian coun- 
tries could have a marked ef- 
fect on Japanese business 
sentiment and export growth to 
that region’’. 

Recent economic troubles in 
Japan mean that Gross Do- 
mestic Product (GDP) will 
grow by less than 1 percent in 
1997. the OECD predicted. 

The OECD cautioned the 
Japanese government against in- 
terest rate hikes, saying that "an 
early lightening of monetary pol- 
icy does not seem to be war- 
ranted in the current economic 
environment". Easy monetary 
conditions, that is maintenance 
of the historically low levels of 
interest rates in Japan, "would 
also help restore the health of 
the banking system". 

A rapid fall-off in govern- 
ment spending could also dam- 
age future economic growth, 
the OECD cautioned in its 
survey. The OECD said: "Care 
should be taken to avoid too 
rapid a withdrawal of govern- 
ment support to the economy 
in the short term". The Japan- 
ese government intends to re- 
duce public investment in the 
coming years to try and reduce 
its budget deficit. The general 
government deficit rose to 
around 4 per cent of GDP in 
1996. one of the largest in the 
OECD area. 

Rather than slashing public 
spending, the OECD suggested 
that the Japanese government 
introduce structural reforms 
to try and balance its budget. 
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Al co pops; Sales of Merrydown's Two Dogs have been rocked by the public outcry 

Logica offers free computer 

course to lure new recruits v/ji-'v- 


Merrydown, the 
beleaguered cider and 
alcopops maker, 
yesterday announced it 
was m takeover talks 
after plunging into the 
red. Andrew Yates finds the 
group is unlikely to 
retain its independence. 


Merrydown is believed to be 
holding takeover talks with an 
international drinks group. 
However a bidding war could 
emerge with more rivals en- 
tering the fray, according to in- 
dustry sources. 

Pernod Ricard, which has 
close ties with Merrydown. 
having recently reached an 
agreement to distribute its con- 
troversial alcopopTwoDogs,is 
understood to he considering 
launching a bid. 

Brewing giants Scottish & 
Newcastle and Whitbread, and 
cider rivals Matthew Clark and 
HP Bulmer could also be in- 
terested in making an approach 
but are not currently in talks 
with Merrydown. News of the 
talks sent the shares up 15p to 
65.5p. 

The announcement comes 
as Merrydown revealed it had 
lost £944,000 for the six months 
to September, compared to a 
profit of £673,000 last year. 

Merrydown also revealed 
that Richard Purdey is to stand 
down as chairman after 32 


years in the wake of growing 
criticism in the City of Merry- 
down’s poor share price and op- 
erating performance. He was 
paid £95,000 last year and is on 
a two-year rolling contract, so 
he is’ entitled to a pay-off of 
around £190,000. 

Matthew Jordan, drinks an- 
alyst at ABN Amro Hoare 
Govett, said: "This looks like 
Merrydown trying to sell them- 
selves. The group needs to be 
snapped up by someone. If it re- 
mains independent it probably 
wouldn’t last very long " 

Mr Purdey said* "We expect 
to be in a position to deride 
whether a final bid has mate- 
rialised well before Christmas." 

Sales of Merrydown 's Ttoo 
Dogs have been rocked by the 
public outcry over alcopops 
and the derision by major re- 
tailers to stop stocking the 
brand 

Mr Purdey said: ‘Two Dogs 
sales have collapsed The mar- 
ket was flooded by more than 
90 new products and the effect 
has been cataclysmic." 

Merrydown has also been hit 
by a rise in duty on strong 
riders, which has lead to a 
price war. 

Separatety, Eldridge Pope 
announced a 23.6 per cent rise 
in pre-tax profits to £5.4m, and 
a shake up in its share structure 
aimed at enfranchising its "A" 
shares. Old English Pub group 
also announced the acquisi- 
tion of seven coaching inns for 
£5.1m. 




Virgin set to choose £300m tilting train bidder 


half hours, could be cut by 30 
minutes. 

The other advantage of tilt- 
ing trains is that they allow 
higher frequencies on many 
routes. One lucrative service 
that would benefit is Birming- 
ham to Manchester. 

Any tilting train order for 
Crosscountry would seem to 
favour Adiranz and GEC - as 
both arc also bidding to build 
tilling trains for Virgin's West 
Coast service. However indus- 
try sources point nut that Vir- 
gin could lose out if it only 
chose one supplier. 

- Rnndeep Ramesh 


Logica, the UK information 
technology company, will today 
announce its latest innovation 
to plug the yawning skills gap 
in the computer industry - an 
all-fees paid university course 
in IT- 

In a joint venture with the 
University of East London in 
Stratford. Logica is starting a 
four-week intensive course to 
train people who have no IT 
experience in basic IBM main- 
frame computing skills. 

Logica will pay all course 
fees, amounting to tens of thou- 
sands of pounds in the initial 
phase, and guarantees to give 
all successful students a job at 
Logica as a technical consultant 
at its Brentwood office starting 
in the new year and paying 
probably around £17.000 basic. 

The initial course has al- 
ready selected 16 people, in- 
cluding a paleontologist, an 
ex-bank manager and a former 
secretary at the company, 
through a two-day assessment, 
hut Logica plans to extend the 
scheme. 

A spokesman for the com- 
pany. which currently recruits 
around 500 people a year, said 
the course could feed in 
around 1 00 extra employees a 


Logica, which had a profits 
scare in June when it warned 
that it could not recruit IT 
people fast enough, has since | 
launched a number of unusu- 
al schemes to attract new ! 
people. ! 

The company pays any ex- I 
isting staff member £2,000 
cash for introducing a new 
employee into tbe company 
and recently opened a drop-in 
centre for people interested in 
being trained in computer 
skills. 

Logica is not the only IT 
company feeling the pressure 
of a shortage of computer pro- 
grammers. Around 50,000 new 
people are needed in the in- 
dustry by the year 2000. to 
meet demand driven by the 

millennium problem, monetary 
union and booming growth of 
IT in business. 

CRX Britain’s largest IT 
staff recruiter, was over- 
whelmed with telephone calls 
after it onaounccd a scheme in 
November to create 2,000 jobs 
in five years, inviting anyone to 
apply and promising appli- 
cants who pass a selection test 
and a three-month paid train- 
ing period a full time job pay- 
ing up to £40,000 a year. 

-Sameeno Ahmod 
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With BT Conference Call,' you can hold meetings anywhere 
in the mHd without leaving your desk. And you can talk tty ; 
as many* or as few people asyou want. AU you need is a 5 
phone, and you’re in business. ... ■ - 

' 1 i BT?? ■ 


liT Conference Call, For a free demonstration: 

Freefone 0800 800 800 


OFFER ENDS 3l.1Z.ft?. ‘UP TO 1.000 PEOPLE SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY 
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Food sector may 
be on the turn 

is tbe UK food manufacturing sector 
finally on the turn? Yesterday’s 21 per 
cent increase in half-year underlying 
profits at Hazlewood Foods, following 
decent figures from Northern Foods and 
Geest, suggests it is. 

If so, it won’t be before time. Shares 
in UK food producing companies have 
underperformed tbe market by some 15 
per cent over the last five years. Dismal 
performances from individual stocks 
sudi as DaJgely and United Biscuits have 
hardly helped, while the BSE crisis has 
hammered those into red meat There 


proving sales mixes towards higher mar- 
gin lines and rationalising their bases. 
With raw material prices now more 
stable, food stock share prices have al- 
ready started to turn up. 

Companies including Geest Albert 
Fisher and Hazlewood have been mov- 
ing out of commodity sectors into higher 
margin added-value products such as 
convenience foods where market growth 
is buoyant and barriers to entry are high- 
Hazlewood impressed the market with 
a 10 percent increase in underlying sales 
in the year to September and an im- 
provement in margins. 

lb add to the rosier outlook, the dairy 
groups, particularly Unigate and North- 
ern Foods are beginning to benefit from 
the rationalisation of their declining 


should be avoided, slocks such as Uni- 
gate, Dairy Cresi, Northern Foods. Ha- 
zlewood and Geest are still on relatively 
low ratings. They look good value. 

Siebe exudes 
confidence 

Barrie Stephens can retire a con- 
tented man. In 33 years the long-serv- 
ing Siebe chairman, who presented his 
last set of results to the City yester- 
day, has taken tbe industrial controls 
and appliances group from a tiddler 
with annual sales of £1.4m to a global 
engineering giant turning over more 
than £3bn. 

On yesterday's evidence, that 
progress should continue. While 
other engineering companies grapple 
with Lhe strong pound and the eco- 
nomic upheaval in the Far East. 
Siebe could hardly have sounded 
more confident. 

Sceptics had viewed the acquisition 
of troubled process engineer APV last 
May as a sign that Siebe was running 
out of steam. Not so. In just four 
months under Siebe's management, 
the unit’s margins widened by two per- 
centage points to 5-5 per cent. They 
should hit 10 per cent some time next 
year - well ahead of schedule. 

What about the currency? True, 
translating overseas profits into ster- 
ling knocked a cool £19m off Sicbc’s 
bottom line. But this is a one-off 
accounting effect. In fact, cheaper 
currencies have given some of Siebe's 
overseas operations a welcome com- 
petitive boost. 

That’s especially true of the Far 
Eastern markets, which account for 
17 per cent of the company's sales. 
Siebe says it hasn't seen any demand 
weakness, and sees Lhe shake-out us 
an opportunity to snap up selective 
acquisitions in the region. 

With organic profits - excluding 
the effects of currencies and acqui- 
sitions - rising by over 20 per cent, 
the charge that Siebe needs deals to 
fuel growth also looks thin. 

Indeed, the company has ruled out 
any large acquisitions for the time be- 
ing, saying management has enough 
on its plate. With the full benefits 
from APV and an internal efficiency 
programme still to come, brokers have 


pencilled in full-year profits of around 
£524m. That puls the shares, up 38p 
to 1 163p. on a forward price/earnings 
ratio of IS. Given Siebe's record, not 
expensive. 

Hogg Robinson on 
road to recovery 

Hogg Robinson's share price has never 
recovered after the business travel to 
financial services group stunned in- 
vestors with a profits warning Iasi Jan- 
uary. However yesterday's results, 
which showed a 2 1 per cent rise in un- 
derlying pre-tax profits to £I4.5m for 
the six months to September, suggest 
it is on the road to recovery. 

The transport division, which had 
proved to be the group's Achilles' heel 
over the last few years, has finally been 
off-loaded to its management team. 
Given the division’s dwindling earnings, 
the £23m HR got for selling the busi- 
ness looks a good price. 

HR is left with a fast -growing busi- 
ness travel subsidiary with excellent 
prospects. After a few hiccups Bennett, 
its Scandinavian travel agent, is per- 
forming well. Tile market for business 
travel is growing strongly and by se- 
curing more fee- based work the group 
is better placed than most to cope with 
a move by airlines to cut commissions 
to agents. 

With £37 im in the bank HR also 
has the financial fire-power to launch 
an acquisition spree. After earmarking 
£15m for an eamings-enhancing share 
buy-back it reckons it has another £65 m 
up its sleeve, with travel businesses in 
North America and the fur East on the 
shopping list The logic goes that HR 
will be able to win much more business 
if it can offer customers a travel ser- 
vice with global spread. 

The one potential black spot is the 
financial services division. It still has its 
fair share of problems, with the pen- 
sions market struggling to shrug off the 
damage done by the mis-selling 
scandal, and HR is likely to be forced 
to dispose of some of the worst per- 
forming bits. 

UBS forecasts full-year profits of 
£29m, putting the shares on a prospec- 
tive PE ratio of 10. Trading on a 4U per 
cent discount to the market HR shares, 
ahead 2p at 225p, look good value. 


UK food producers: At a glance 
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have also been tough issues affecting the 
whole sector - pressure on margins 
from Lhe cost-cutting supermarkets, ris- 
ing raw material prices and restrained 
consumer spending. 

Many of these problems have waned. 
And exchange rate factors have made tbe 
defensive qualities of the domestic food 
producers much more attractive. But the 
improvements do not end there. The 
trading environment is more benign, with 
all the big supermarkets, bar Safeway, en- 
joying decent sales growth. Consumers 
are spending more freely and food man- 
ufacturers have put their houses in 
order by offloading excess capacity, im- 


doorstep milk businesses. Less attractive 
are companies with overseas earnings 
affected by the strength of sterling, such 
asThte & Lyle and Cadbury Schweppes, 
while Unilever and Associated British 
Foods are already highly rated. 

Its recent underperformance is like- 
ly to cast a cloud over the sector until 
strong trading results become a more fre- 
quent feature. And the deterioration in 
trading at Safeway could destabilise the 
supermarket groups and affect margins. 
But, as the graph illustrates, the sector has 
been edging up in recent months. While 
perennial underperformers such as Unit- 
ed Biscuits, Dalgety and Albert Fisher 
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No one expected Sam Chisholm, the recent- 
ly departed chief executive and managing di- 
rector of BSkvB, to be absent from the pay TV 
industry for long. Just weeks after stepping 
down from the driving seat at the satellite 
broadcaster, both Mr Chisholm and his 
deputy. David Chance, have re-emerged- in 
the Polish television market. 

But where Mr Chisholm and Mr Chance 
spent their time at Rupert Murdoch’s satel- 
lite business scaring the living daylights out of 
the British cable companies, they will now sit 
on the board of the biggest Polish cable tele- 
vision operator. (w Entertainment, as non- 
executive directors. 

The company , which is quoted on Nasdaq, 
has 700,000 customers, and is launching a dig- 
ital service in April next year, roughly the same 
time that BSkyB is scheduled to launch its dig- 
ital satellite service. Bob Fowler, chief exec- 
utive officer of (fr'Enteriainment, said the 
assistance of the men from the Sky would be 
“invaluable”. 

The likes of Cable & Wireless Communi- 
cations and Telewest Communications, the two 
largest cable companies in this country, must 
he pondering whether the dynamic duo could 
he tempted with a similar board position in 
the UK. After all. both men have an enviable 


reputation for turning around ailing businesses. 


Another time-honoured tradition bites the 
dust. Jeremy Pope is scrapping the division be- 
tween voting and non-voting shares in 
Eidridge. Pope, which his father Phillip Pope 
introduced into the family pub business in 1951. 
From next year holders of non-voting shares 
will have full voting rights, as the company seeks 
to gain support from a wider, institutional base. 

This is quite a step for Mr Ffcipe, the fourth 
generation in the family, since non-family mem- 
bers haven’t had a look-in until now. He de- 
scribes it as a deck clearing exercise - “so that 
we’re prepared for changes in the market." 

His father, like Jeremy a lawyer, split the 





shares in two 40 years ago m order to allow 
various members of the fcmijr to irnse some 
cash by selling non-voting shares, while re- 
taining control. The company has got out of 
its original brewing business and now con- 
centrates on developing pubs. Jls three main 
brands are Fireside Inns, Bar Excellence and 


London Business School has plucked Prefer 
sor John A Queldi from Harvard University 
to succeed its current principal Proftesor 
George Bain, who is going off to tell the Gov- 
ernment all about the minimum wage. 

The new man at the LBS is actually a BnL 

Mr Quelch was born in London i n 1951 and 
graduated from Exeter College, Oxford with 
a degree in history in 1972. He’s been at Har- 
vard in some shape or form since 1977, and 
is currently the Sebastian S Kr esge P rofessor 
of Marketing. Lord Sainsbury oTItavflle, chair- 
man of LBS’s governing body, describes him 
as “the ideal man to lead the school." 
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If you're looking for a stocking filler for a loved 
one, how about Robert Alexander’s racy new 
book. The Voice of the People: A Constitution 
for Tomorrow. OK, NatWest Group’s chair m a n 
Lord Alexander hasn’t turned out a bodice- 
ripper, exactly, but it’s all worthy stuffy and 
probably played its part in getting the barris- 
ter- turned -banker on to Roy Jenkins’s work- 
ing party on constitutional reform this week. 
A NatWest spokesman tells me that since the 
tome's publication two months ago sales have 
gone quite well. 

Just one thing occurs to me. NatWest has 
this year dropped around £600m on its in- 
vestment banking operations, which it finally 
sold yesterday. Shouldn’t Lord A have spent 
less time authoring and more time auditing? 



As the late Roy Castle used to say, Jem Miller 
is a RECORD BREAKER. The jovial spin 
doctor retired last Friday from Lowe Bell 
Financial, although he will continue as a con- 
sultant for the firm. 

Over his career Mr Miller spent 26 years 
representing Tate & Lyle, which many consider 
to be the longest ever PR account in the City. 
Any challengers? He has also represented 
Highland Distilleries since the mists of time. 

Piers Puttinger, chairman of Lowe Bell 
Financial, says the firm will continue to pre- 
sent the annual “Jem Miller Award for most 
spectacular behaviour at a Christmas party." 

One distinguished former employee won 
it for “taking a taxi home from the office party 
to the house he moved out of four years be- 
fore," says Mr Pottinger. Jem originally 
won the prize many years ago for “cossack 
dancing at Cliveden (the posh Thames Val- 
ley hotel) in the most spectacular fashion," 
he adds. 

Mr Miller, a native of Zimbabwe, is cele- 
brating his retirement by buying a house in the 
South of France. 
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MJN 233-2 

« Intel Pentium* II 233Mhz 
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• 32Mb SDRAM 

• 43Gb Seagate ultra ATA hard 
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• PC-TV system with Teletext and 
video capture 
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voice modem 

• 4Mb ATT Rage lf+ DVD 3D 
graphics 

• 24 Speed MAX LG CD-ROM drive 

• 15" SVGA 0-2Sdp screen 
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■ 512k Pipeline burst cache 

• VideoPhone receive for incoming 
VideoPhone calls 

■ Voice recognition with IBM 
Simply Speaking Gold 

■ MJN ATX system with Intel 
440LX PC’97 Chipset 

• All standard features below 
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• 6.4Gb Seagate ultra ATA hart 
drive 
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• 15" SVGA 0.2Bdp screen 
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• Intel Pentium II 266Mhz 
processor with MMX technology 

• 64Mb SDRAM 

• 6.4(33 Seagate litre ATA hart 
drive 

• PC-TV system with Teletext and 
video capture 

• 56K Rockwell flash upgradeable 
voice modem 
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• MJN ATX system with Intel 440 LX 
PC97 chipset 
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Allied Colloids results slip-up reveals bid defence facts 


It was red faces all round yes- 
terday at Allied Colloids, the 
chemicals group attempting to 
fend off a £1. lbn hostile bid from 
US rival Hercules, when it issued 
(he wrong interim results state- 
ment to the Stock Exchange. 

The original statement gave 
away farts Allied is likely to raise 
in its impending defence docu- 
ment In it Allied predicted that 
exchange rates and raw mater- 
ial costs were unlikely to rise in 


the next six months and that 
overheads had risen slower than 
sales. Schrodcrs. Allied's brokers, 
blamed an administrative error. 

Hercules called the handling 
of the results “shambolic” and 
said it was considering taking up 
the matter with the Takeover 
PaneL A spokesman for Allied 
said: “We are not embarrassed 
by the facts that have been re- 
vealed and stand by them.” 

David Farrar. Allied's chief 


executive, claimed that the 52.1 
per cent rise in pre-tax profits 
to £32m for Lhe six months to 
September would act as “a 
springboard on which to launch 
a strong defence'*. 

However Hercules yesterday 
proclaimed it was “under- 
whelmed” by the new figures 
and said they were at the bot- 
tom of analysts' expectations. 
Keith Elliott, chairman and 
chief executive of Hercules, 


said: “Sales are down on a fike- 
for-like basis, return on capital 
continues to decline ... and the 
company is clearly still vulner- 
able to currency and raw 
material price movements.” 

Philip Morrisb, chemicals 
analyst with NTkko. said the 
strong results proved the Her- 
cules bid was a non-starter, al- 
though Allied was unlikely to 
remain independent. 

-Andrew Totes 


Bass given go-ahead to buy 
Carlsberg-Tetley brewery 

Margaret Becked. President of the Board ofTrade, has given 
the green light for Bass's acquisition of Carlsberg-Tetley’s 
brewery at Burton on Trent. The brewery was put up for 
sale after Ms Beckett's controversially decided to block Bass's 
acquisition of Carlsberg-Tetley’s UK brewing business. 

Carlsberg-Tetley warned the decision would lead to sub- 
stantial job losses and force it to sell off or close some brew- 
eries. Bass announced last month it would buy the Burton 
brewery and close two of its own breweries at Sheffield and 
Cardiff. 

Sears sells Dolcis 

Sears, the struggling retail group, has sold its Dolcis shoe 
chain to Alexon, the women's clothing retailer and Elec- 
tra Fleming, the venture capital group. The deal involves 
106 shops and the transfer of 1500 staff. Sears will incur a 
net loss of £I3m on the disposal. The sale is the first part 
of Sears' plan to sell or close its British Shoe Corporation 
division. Dolcis recorded a loss of around £Sm on sales of 
£66m last year. 

Dawson buys wholesaler 

Dawson Holdings, the AlM-iisLed newspaper and maga- 
zine wholesaler, yesterday said it had agreed to acquire the 
wholesaling interests of Johnsons News for £3 2m. The ac- 
quisition will give Dawson 20 per cent of the UK newspa- 
per and magazine wholesale market, the company said 
yesterday. Johnsons is the UK’s fourth biggest newspaper 
and magazine wholesaler. Following the purchase, Dawson 
said it would have current turnover of £529m. 

Laker’s BA case dismissed 

A court in Florida has thrown out a case brought against 
British Airways by Sir Freddie Laker, the longstanding 
opponent of the airline, over the allocation of take-off and 
landing slots at Gatwick Airport. 

Sir Freddie had complained that BA effectively controlled 
the allocation of slots at the airport. Dick Wyatt, a BA em- 
ployee, is this year’s elected chairman of Gatwick Airpnrt 
Co-ordination, which allocates slots. The US judge said the 
Laker action suffered from “both a procedural and 
substantive defect”. BA said last night that it did not exert 
undue influence on the slat-allocation process and had just 
26 per cent of slots at Gatwick. 



Chrysalis in ‘masthead TV talks 


Chrysalis Group, the televi- 
sion, radio and music compa- 
ny, is talking to Conde NasL, 
owner of Vogue and Vanity Fair, 
about turning some of the pub- 
lisher’s best known magazines 
into television programmes. 

Chrysalis said yesterday it 
was talking to Cond£ Nast 
about “masthead program- 
ming” - naming a television 
programme after a magazine. At 
present, the Independent Tele- 
vision Commission allows such 
programming on cable and 
satellite television, but will con- 
sider next spring whether mag- 
azine brands could be extended 
on to terrestrial television. 


The move comes two months 
after news that Emap was 
talking to Richard Branson’s 
Virgin Century Television about 
putting magazines such as FHM 
and Just Seventeen on television. 

Chrysalis, which reported a 
65 per cent reduction in pre-tax 
losses to £1.9m for the year to 
the end of August, also revealed 
that BSkyB had approached the 
company about taking a stake 
in its television production 
interests. However, the talks, 
which formed part of BSkyB’s 
drive to invest in original 
programming, did not come to 
fruition. 

- Cathy Newman 


COMPANY RESULTS 
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Asda moves ahead as stories of a £9bn merger return 

Kit A D WrT' rv r _ . ... ... _ 


MARKET REPORT 



DEREK PAIN 



Is the £9bn superstores merger 
back at the checkout? Shares 
of Asda jumped 5p to 164.5p 
as stories circulated it was at- 
tempting to get rival Safeway 
to return to the negotiating 
table and would launch a hos- 
tile strike if its endearments 
were resisted. 

The two groups had sum- 
mertime talks aimed at creat- 
ing a third superstores force 
but dropped the idea after 
soundings in Westminster in- 
dicated the Government 
would oppose such a deal. 

But the stock market be- 
lieves Asda has since put to- 
gether a powerful case which it 
thinks could convince the Gov- 
ernment that the get-together, 
perhaps with certain modifica- 
tions, should be allowed. 

Asda is thought to be keen 
to point out that a third force 
could be a more powerful in- 
fluence in forcing down prices 


than the two chains operating 
independently. 

A deal woiid create in some 
respects the largest supermar- 
ket chain in the country, re- 
moving Tesco from top spot 
Asda's interim figures are due 
this month and some believe 
they could be accompanied by 
a Safeway announcement 

It has made it dear it is 
seeking acquisitions and has 
shown it is prepared to move 
away from its traditional op- 
erations by attempting to buy 
a motorway services chain. 
Safeway is obviously its pre- 
ferred option. 

Turnover in the two groups 
was heavy. Safeway moved 
ahead 1.75p to 323-5p. Last 
month the shares suffered a 
sharp reverse when it was re- 
vealed profits might not be 
much different from last year’s 
£420.6m. 

Before the warning, Safe- 


way was riding at around 400p. 
The shares have since been 
down to 319p. Their weakness 
could persuade Asda the chain 
is ripe for attention. 

The Government’s con- 
troversial savings changes, 
with supermarkets likely to be 
at the forefront in selling the 
new Individual Saving Ac- 
counts, also helped the sector, 
with I Sarusbury 4p firmer at 
501p and Ifesco up 13p to 
495p. Banks are also in line for 
ISA sales success; Halifax rose 
19p to 714Jp. 

The arrival of ISAswiU not 
be particularly rewarding for 
many diligent savers, who will 
face unexpected tax liabili- 
ties, and the more traditional 
saving groups. Unit trust 
groups Perpetual and M&G 
were hit. Fallin g 177.5p to 
2,420p and 42.5p to lJSUp 
respectively. 

Footsie ended near its day’s 


best, up 55.8 points to 4,977.6. 
The possibility that the Mon- 
etary Policy Committee maybe 
tempted to lift interest rates 
again caused some anxiety but 
the overnight performances 
of New York and Hong Kong 
offered reassurance. 

National Westminster 
Bank duly announced its de- 
parture from investment bank- 
ing with the bulk of its equities 

Share Spotlight 

share pries, pence 

1 Perpetual I 


M| 
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business going to . Bankers 
This! and Deutsche Bank. 
The shares edged ahead 13p 
toS98p. 

Hambros, the merchant 
bank, was I 6 p higher at 267p 
on hopes of a Soci£t 6 
Generate strike. 

BICC, the cables and con- 
struction group, jumped lOp 
(after l5Jp) to 162p after 
Henderson Crosthwaitc held 
an investment dinn er at Lon- 
don's Howard Hotel. The 
company put on a positive per- 
formance and the share reac- 
tion recharged some of the old 
takeover series with talk of 
Continental strikes. 

Henderson was also at the 
Savoy Hotel, hosting a dinner 
for computer group Alpha- 
meric, up 2p to 53.5p. 

Engineer Siebe rose 38p to 
l,163p on its interim figures 
and today's analyst visit to its 
US operations. An upbeat 


trading statement lifted 
Williams 9.25p to 32925p. 

Nycomed Amersfaam 
strengthened 32_5p to 2,057 Jp 
after the US Food & Drug Ad- 
ministration cleared its 
Tfeslascan treatment for liver 
disease. 

Merry down, the drinks 
group, added 15p to 65.5p on 
the prospect of bid action and 
ESdridge Pope, the pubs chain, 
put on 24p to 294p on its new 
votes-for-all policy. Continu- 
ing bid hopes lifted Zetters 
6-5p to 131£p. 

Romeo Energy added 17_5p 
to 795p. There is talk it is on 
the verge of clinching an in- 
triguing deal in Azerbaijan 
where it already has extensive 
interests. Earlier this year it 
failed in a bid to take ewer JKX 
Oil & Gas when Ukrainian in- 
terests moved in and blocked 
what had appeared to be a suc- 
cessful bid. 


TARING STOCK 


Bluebird, the toy group, fell 3J5p 
to 85p as Merrill Lynch said 
sell. The company’s profit 
warning has prompted analyst 
Tim Steer fo cot his profit 
estimates to £ 6 m this year and 
to £5 .5m next. 

Only two years ago the 
shares were riding at 386p as 
the groQp's profits nudged 
£20m. Mr Steer says the shares 
look dead money until the Polly 
Pocket toy is relaunched in 
1999. 

OM1 International's return to 
the dividend list - it is paying 
a 0.14p interim - helped the 
shares 25p higher to 19p- The 
company is nnborrawed and 
seeking acquisitions. It plans a 
name change to Solvers. 

Chieftain, an insulation group, 
jumped 17.5p to 75p after 
saying its profits would sig- 
nificantly top market hopes of 
£L 2 hl 
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Foreign Exchange Rates 


Country 

UK 

Austraia 

Austria 

Belgium 

Canada 

Denmark 

ECU 

Finland 

France 

Germany 

Greece 

Hong Kong 

Ireland 

uaJw 

Japan 

Malaysia 

Mexico 

Nsthertands 

New Zealand 

mrtm 

Portugal 

Saucfi Arabia 

Srqaporo 

South Alnca 

Spain 

Sweden 

Switzerland 

US 


Sterling 
Spot 
1 DOOO 
2A8U 
210 W 
61 S 70 
2305 
11380 
L 6061 
902 S 7 
3388 
23857 
46833 
COM 
1.1438 
89342 
21631 
6 J 0375 
C .734 
33630 
2.7694 
12.106 
30473 
63090 
2.7034 
61737 
pig an 
13088 
24083 
16620 


1 month 3 month 


24797 

20981 

61351 

23831 

11322 

15019 


9953 

29758 

47096 

13017 

11427 

28209 

2W38 

60318 

33511 

27646 

12062 

30406 

63027 

27073 

82372 

25177 

13053 

23958 


24735 

20914 

60973 

23705 

11259 

14946 

89375 

9991 

29576 

47634 

13072 

11400 

29129 

21233 

60386 

33307 

2 J 540 

11995 

30275 

62882 

2 J 044 

83364 

25038 

12994 

23736 


Dollar 

Spot 

05945 

14753 

12494 

36605 - 

14212 

67540 

U 168 

53661 

59381 

17751 

27843 

77375 

14705 

17385 

12860 

35895 

81650 

19994 

06074 

71975 

18117 

37509 

16073 

48595 

15001 

7.780 

143 ® 

10000 


1 month 
06953 
14759 
12491 
36625 
14187 
67405 
U ®3 
53538 
69254 
17717 
.28038 
ZW 9 S 
14699 
17389 
12793 
359 ®' 

19950 ' 
16459 
7®09 
18102 
37523 
161-8 
49040 
14989 
77709 
14263 - 


3 north 1 
05971 


12467 
36405 
1*54 7 
67225 
,13206 
53364 


t7 ._ 

28441 
78050 
. 14692 : 
173912 ‘ 
12678 
3BMS '■■■ 

19887 

16443 

£620 

6076 

37546 

16148 

49775 - 

140.48 

775 B 5 

14173 


Spot 

Q 334 ft I 

o«n 


302304 -;. 


« 58 B 


408471 

6 Z 0 & 

21011 

09054 

84508 

43834 

08066 

05633 
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Country 

Argentina 

Brazil 

China 

CzECfl Rep 

Egypt 

Ghana 

Hungary 

India 

Indonesia 

Kuwait 

rdigona 


Sterling 

16820 

18654 

13927 

59104 

57 DS 2 

37710 

33821 

66018 

64379 

05 H 7 

13069 


Dollar 

10000 

11091 

82739 

35139 

33919 

23420 

198109 

39250 

38275 

03043 

77700 


(Country 
Omai 
Pakistan 
PMpines 
Roland 
Qatar 
Russia 
South Horae 
Taiwan 
Thaland 
Turkey 
UAE 


Sterling 

06475 

noos 

58534 

59711 

61221 

99591 

20522 

54078 

69290 

329302 

81771 


Dollar 
03850 
44000 
34800 
35500 
36388 
59210 
- 122010 
32 £t 
4165 
65780 
36725 


Interest Rates 

UK Germany 

Base 725% Discount 250% 

France Lombard 450% 

Intervention 330% Canada 

Italy Prime 550% 

Discount 625% Discount 400% 

Netherlands Denmark 

SpAdvance 320% Discount 350% 


850% 

500% 


US 
Prime 
Discount 
Fed Funds 556 % 
Sprain 

10 -d Repo 500 % 
Sweden 

Rapo<Ara) 410 % 


050 % 


Japan 
Discount 
Belgium 
Discouit 2.75% 
Central . 330% 

Switzerland 
Discount ioo% 
Lombard 325% 


Bond Yields 


Australia 


ECU 


Italy 


UK 

US 


3 mh 
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2 yr 

c^g 

5 ye 

chg 
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-om 
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ooo 
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5 TI 
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ooo 
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002 
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004 
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Q 6 

ooo 

039 

003 

048 

run 
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002 
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000 

375 

aoo 
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OOO 

432 

003 
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-am 

540 
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-005 
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-006 

468 

-001 

521 

-om 

572 

-QQ 2 

438 

aoi 

439 

aoo 

56 

QOO 

sm 

-003 

517 

-002 

175 

- 0.10 

194 

•009 

180 

-008 

267 

-005 

350 

000 

705 

aoo 

791 

-Q 04 

ZT 1 

am 

576 

-002 

646 
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5 i /3 

aoo 

534 

aoo 

577 

001 
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QOO 
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Money Market Rates 

OromWit 1 week t month 3 months B mortha 1 wa r 


Treasury Bfc 
LIBOR 

Domestic Depos 
Eifostertng Deps 
BqiUeSartvBfc 
Storing CDs 
Eifodolar CDs 
ECU Deposits 


706 76 


720 

705 

720 

705 





747 

753 

783 

789 

772 

778 

721 

788 

758 

783 

786 

772 

772 

778 

724 

791 

733 

725 

735 

727 

745 

735 



752 

744 

7 E 7 

753 

735 

787 

780 

773 

568 


560 


563 




431 

444 

438 

453 

447 

459 




Liffe Financial Futures 

Contract Settlement 

High 

Low 

EM floor 
volume 

Open 

interest 

Long Git 

Dec -97 

1631 

1623 

T 697 

*794 

59823 

German Bund 

Dec -97 

6427 

6430 

6393 

69919 

188141 

US Lang Bard 

Dec -97 

h 928 

_ 

_ 

89 

_ 

irakan Bond 

Dec -97 

1 MVJ 

1 M 24 

11405 

7165 

7*78 

japan GovtBd 

Dec -97 

13022 

13026 

1306 

4012 


3 Mth String 

Dec -97 

<PPH 

9230 

822 B 

8269 

156355 


Mar -99 

9223 

9226 

ipga 

8147 

123048 

3 MmEuramark 

Dec -97 

9820 

9522 

9619 

26 S 

273558 


Mar -88 

9607 

966 

9606 

25380 

326383 

3 Mth Eurokra 

Dec - 97 

9399 

9402 

9337 

*795 

69772 


Mar 96 

9475 

9461 

9471 

«947 

124454 

3 Mth Euroyen 

Dec- 97 - 

9917 

B 96 

9316 

200 


3 Mth Euroswiss 

i Dec -97 

986 

9824 

9815 .. 

. 9179 

54935 


Msr -96 

986 

9830 

saw . 

.6882 . . 

,4836 

3 Mth ECU 

Dec -97 

3545 

9548 

8544 ' 

800 ' 

8847 


Mar -98 

9540 

8541 

9540 

532 

71 * 

FTSE WO 

Dec -97 

50680 

501200 

495000 

8790 

50828 


Liffe FTSE 100 Index Option 

Setttement Prica; 497760 


Series 

Rlv 

Can bro Vol Put Imnltot 

Dec 

Cag 

Put 

Call 

Put 

F* 

Can Put 

4900 

353 26 

201 25 

178 

84 

243 

ns 

315 64 

<950 

322 26 

219 » 

69 

BO 

212 

135 

284 63 

5000 

290 26 

238 24 

68 

99 

60 

156 

251 202 

5050 

250 25 

257 23 

79 

122 

*0 

177 

218 -223 


tfrf 


*• y* 

f:' 

r -j? 

K* 


'■T3 


Goldman Sachs 


Commodity Indices 

Base date Last Chg %chg 

670=60 6926 -Q 6 -006 

670=60 24090 -08 -008 

633=60 6962 006 012 

1977=60 6155 000 000 

870=60 17 B 28 -024 -OM 

1973=60 392.16 123 032 


Index 

AgriaJturaJ 
Enwrqy 
lnd Metals 
Livestock 
Prec Metals 


030 pm 

31 Dec %chgYTD 

2 B 26 -1208 

23123 46 

B 586 - 1 E 91 

68.79 -429 

8103 -657 

46354 -640 


Energy 


* prices at 530 pm 

Brant Cnide<S 7 barTai) Gas oiKSAomw) WT 1 CmdefSTbanrt) Products (SAorne) 
IPE Clow Chg Vgj 1 PE Ctow Chg Vol WYM Last Chg Spot CIF NWEur 

Jan 817 out 13893 Doc 8575 175 7533 Dec BB W GasNoe 95 6900 

Feh 819 <103 7702 Jan 8635 125 888 S' Jan 877 QT 1 Naphtha 10160 

8D5 0.11 GasoJ 18700 

0“ Fuel OB (35%3) 9600 


Ms WJQ 004 3003 Feb «25 975 220B Fob 

Mar 


Industrial Metals 

LME (SAome) Cash 
Abfnnun HG 
Alumrun Aioy 
Copper A 
Lead 
McM 
Tin 
2 nc 


Cash 


Chg 

Smooth 


*67 

665 

-too 

689 

*90 

1440 

1445 

-ran 

1455 

1480 

1793 

1794 

-2100 

622 

1823 

5145 

5*5 

-850 

5315 

532 

5975 

5030 

-6500 

8065 

6070 

5785 

5770 

-2000 

5665 

5870 

169 

mo 

350 

T34 

1135 


Chg LME stocks Chg 


-2 666425 -B 75 

-5 43340 -VO 

-20 340900 2175 

-9 16450 -300 

65 86306 -348 

-6 8380 VO 

3 497850 2950 


Precious Metals 


pm fix/S per < 


JSS 


pm flx/C per oz 


's Year's Oa^S Years 


Coins (S) 


chg 


"g 


FlaXMTi 38800 450 M 25 Ptabruri 23005 150 96 KnigVancto 29125 -7820 

Pa«adsJTi 30950 400 9325 RaJerium 12354 \&4 5554 Sovs ' 6843 

a«r 532 008 058 Sheer 96 004 034 Nobles 3 A 55 

Gold 2056 075 -7565 Maple Leal 30525 -7495 


Agricultural 


Cocos 
UFFE E/tcma 
Dec 97 99000 
Mar 96 62000 
May 98 63900 
VOL 2S14 

While Sugar* 
UFFE some 
Dec 97 31400 
Mai 98 311713 
Mav 98 31670 
Vol: 1018 


Coffee 
UFFE Stanne 
Nov 97 167200 
Jan 98 178500 
Mai 38 177500 
Vofc 9715 

Freight 
LFFE StHKp 
Noy 37 117100 
DecS 7 tTSPO 
Jan 89 B 30 W 
Vol: 120 


Barley 

LFFE C/bren 

Nov® - 8325 

Jan 98 7465 

Mass 7725 

Vbl: 58 

Wheat 
LFFE SAavo 

NOV 97 9530 

Jan 9 S 8100 

Miras 6300 

Vot: 209 


Potatoes 
LUTE [/km 
Nw 97 6080 
Mar 99 9500 
Aprsa nzoo 

Vol: 58 

Com* 

each comsJbsrt 
Dec97 272J5 
Mar90 285.25 
May98 28875 
VOt 268500 


(S? Lar gest Insurance 


ALA E&Lfi*lvned 
*-> a Eil Oaojini 
A.IA EiL Hrpvr ay 
Ai A EH. LK' Eaiij 
AuwyEqui 'i fer* 

ACtali bXLVTvsjeny Lj i 
S* * 

Attwy Nokcna Uan»yM 

Attav ruai-nji Ui cajlv 

«.WieM»teS«) 
AhinyMiji Imctti Acc Ser 3 

JJfeJttjfcoi Ctarre Brao 
Ato Nrera Eqjty Acc 
Sreigutui.>ra!HHK52 
AtaflOlttUi UvtOOH Acc 

Soroav. ? x , A^r 

tnxngi] Acc 

Bonuyi Uvu 0 ki to 

®<* Hrara- biccmt Ser 2 

aaj 5 sy' , " s “* 

sasa 

Sj^J^giaortSgiiT 
2 * M*J F.d Eotfv 
^ 3 ^ W*l Fio Saopva 
^*1 Wfln Rntfxi 

SkSiSSSg ? 3 * 5 

gsissas 

*A t Ni" 4 uiujj&iir. 

' “ Uauji Lhnnni 
<;'* L«WSWAM1 Pn*B 
'•**' Moroywci 
^-roarlidEiuiyto 

utrqbnLiAkttito 

fWSSMtf 

Ji.irachM r« u. w~ -i 

ftjJj-reirawMeSwa 

l, *»JSSraieiiiito 
UraWifLuiUKrcto 


to 


B«S Offer 

%2N 0)0300 
tSi naa 
«?rso 

“**- X' E 434 D 
iJ7JCl cm All 
;ra: jaieo 
«n£D 
sia li 
raw B40U 

L"t^e 33sca 

OU) oasea 
3 HD 

«7N »s«0 
*07) *920 

M302) BC5S0 
K.V reuo 
CSJ» Q3140 
4607) 4334Q 
TOQ90 TOtjo 
( hire 1122*1 

«3Sl)9 03700 

9X30 95*00 
7ni*i max 
U500 SUQ 
»923 058 m 
46680 «9M0 
S 5 » »» 

ISM nS30 
xm-w xx4o 
aa» .xy 

no <HJ*a 
403X *2*00 
5><fe SB 2D 
7*080 -rpen 
OS973 lr&j&O 
6J&C0 65730 

68 I770<] 

STOIi aw 
l*C£C- BB 4 A 
»«30 TffllC 
80430 9M» 

4SJ5) 070 co 

7S2< 757)0 

7B*SC 

KcolA) iTsim 
6*890 
IT3550 

36*40 

04830 eCTi) 


Funds 

And 


Lge Potatoes 

AIA SiTOkkB 
Nou97 72808 
Apr98 71225 
Jif68 7650 
Vol: 143630 

Soya Beans* 
csoF satef* 
Nov07 3300 
Jaraa 2080 
Mairog 3050 
Vot 

BU Offer 


Ltoti Otar T) Unqo 3 to 
Urehr 4 Uaxsiswi <%h to 
Lxoxn Life Eony 
unniUMItad 

MSGfiecoraryBondAoc 

SSEST’ 

UKMai Ottwtti UaiunM 
tojjto Snort, 


owiEo^S’^^ 
Aaoii HaWM wm 
Asirambi h; 
Frotaniiai reotoi fajo 
fetoManagM 

y^S«Wiixaogi 

SSSSK 5 "' 

acre ufe stems, 
ScaiMAialsS; 

xa ^Wenr hsf BLai%. 

SS&kMS ? 3 

-w v«ow-, swSo® 
jpM WFala 

g=*w««U*fi® 3 Wt reS i 

SUnraferttna»«i 

"’AteXB&xii, 

4F Akna Mkutwfl 
ia-UaDwaraFto 
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Progress for punter in bets case 
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A determined punter 

■ S scores a victory in his 

y long battle with a major 
|.?i bookmaker. Greg Wood 
i :£ reports on a case that 

■ < has implications for 
*>• anyone who bets. 


Remember TcnyO’Caliaghao? 
• is the punter who claimed 
[■;. Flo have won £259,200 for a £50 
-i football bet with Coral a little 
" over a year ago. Coral, howev- 
S!t:!:n^ r er, refused to pay, saying that 
: ' ‘ the betting slip in question had 

not been photographed by the 
;; security camera in the betting 
'.£ shop where it had been placed. 

The Green Seal Service, the 

arbitration service run by the 
/ I"’ Sporting Life, backed up the 

’ y bookmakers and that, it 

seemed, was thaL 

: ‘4sa- But not as f3r as 

r : O' Callaghan was concerned. 

■ : : For the last 14 months, he has 

waged a relentless campaign 
■•-'StfiMs ' against Coral, which has 


proved, for the most part, fruit- 
less and costly (‘Tvc used al- 
most every penny I have," he 
said yesterday). At one stage, he 
was even charged with con- 
spiracy to defraud. The charges 
were dropped for lack of evi- 
dence, but the very feet that they 
had been laid was enough to try 
to convict him in the minds of 
many, and media interest in his 
crusade ail but vanished. 

Yesterday, though, he final- 
ly won a victory, when a jud ge 
granted him leave to seek a ju- 
dicial review of a legal reverse 
suffered in a Bristol court ear- 
lier this year. As a result, the 
bookmakers may finally be 
forced to bring into the open the 
evidence on which they based 
their decision to refuse to pay. 

The merits of O'Callaghan's 
personal complaint against 
Coral remain to he seen. What 
should interest anyone who 
ever places a bet, though, 
whether it be on football, rac- 
ing or the reappearance of 
Elvis, is the obstacle course he 
has had to negotiate in the 


search for a credible, open 
hearing of his case with all ihe 
evidence lu hand, li also 
demonstrates that what few 
formal procedures there arc in 
belling disputes are over- 
whelmingly weighted in favour 
of the bookies. 

Punters have often been 
lold that, while gambling debts 
on cither side of Ihe couni cr are 
noi recoverable in law, they can 
at least oppose the renewal of 
a bookmaker's betting permit if 
they feci they have been 
wronged. In practice, though, it 
is clearly unwise, if 
O'Callaghan's experience is 
anything to go by. 

He went to court in Bristol 
to oppose the renewal of a 
Coral permit which covers a 
group of shops. He wanted to 
force various Coral witnesses to 
give evidence, and also to pro- 
duce the vital security camera 
film which, according to Ihe 
bookies, shows that his bet 
could not have been written out 
and processed when he claims 
it was. 


The magistrate, though, re- 
fused to summon the witness- 
es, even though O’Calfaghan 
had shown that other courts had 
done so in similar cases. On the 
day of the hearing. O'Callaghan 
was medically unfit m attend, 
and provided u doctors’ certifi- 
cate to that effect. 

The court nevertheless went 
ahead with the permit hearing 
in his absence, found in Coral's 
favour ami, to add insult to in- 
jury. awarded costs of £5,000 in 
the bookmaker’s favour. 

On the basis of this prece- 
dent, any punier would clearly 
be unwise to pursue a similar 
course of action as the result of 
a dispute with a bookmaker, and 
risk potentially ruinous casts. 
Following yesterday's decision 
by a judge at the Royal Courts 
of Justice, though, O'CuUaghan 
should secure a hearing in the 
New Year, at which it may be 
determined precisely what a 
punter can and cannot expect 
in such cases. The all-important 
security film could also be pro- 
duced. 
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45BC lose Lingfield to Channel 4 
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The BBC's retreat from racing 
continued yesterday with news 
that the corporation have lost 
coverage of next year's Lingfield 
Derby Trial meeting to Chan- 
nel 4, who now have a monop- 
oly of the key prep races for the 
Derby. 

The track had been associ- 
ated with the BBC for more 
than 10 years. Now Channel 4 
will televise four meetings from 
the Surrey course during 1998, 


including all-weather racing on 
3 January and a new 'Winter 
Derby meeting on 21 March. 

Roger Easterby, Lingfield 
Marketing Director, said: 
"Originally the BBC covered 
four meetings here. Over the 
years this has whittled down to 
two and next year they wanted 
to cover just the Derby Trial, 
which meant us losing coverage 
of the late May meeting. 

“We have decided to go 


with Channel 4 Racing as nut 
only will wc get at feast three 
meetings covered in 1998. but 
we have the opportunity of 
building a relationship that may 
well lead to further coverage." 

• Clare Balding is to front BBC 
TV’s racing coverage from next 
year after she was confirmed as 
the successor to Julian Wilson 
yesterday. 

• Coral yesterday opened a 
book on the King George VI 


Chase at Kcmpton on Boxing 
Day. The firm make the reign- 
ing champion One Man a 7-4 
favourite. 

KING GEORGE VI CHASE (Ctttf boning): 
7-4 One Man 7-2 Suny Bay; 4-1 Smpfy Dasfr 
ng. 9-2 Mr Mitagan. 12-1 Barton Bank, 16-1 
Rough Oast. Tryng Again. 26-1 Lonesome 
Glory See More Busmeso. 33 - 1 Dteddah 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Northern Flash 
(Catterick 2.20) 

NB: Ragamuff 
(Fontwell 3.10) 
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FONTWELL 


1.10 Ela-Ment 
1.40 Mister Pink 

2.10 Mystic Isle 


HYPERION 

2.40 Run For Dante 
3.10 Glendoe 

3.40 None Stirred 


GOING: Soft 

# Left-hand hurdle com: figurs-of-dgW chase course. Tl^it crcurt. not suitable for 
tong-strtchig horses. 

# Racecourse is south of vfltaga at jwdton of A 2 S and A27. Bamham raJway station 
(Brighton - Portsmouth ins) is 2 miss may. ADMISSION: Club £12; Junior Ckjb (12 to 
15-year-ofcta] £ 2 , under 12 s free: Tfettereals EB (accompanied unde*-76s tree); Sawr nig 
£4. CAR PARK: Picnic area £4 plus CA tor each occufanc remainder tree. 

# LEADING TRAINERS: J Gifford - 22 wnws from 114 lures gives a success ratio 
Of tt3%. M Pipe 16-66 (242%). R Ron 15-05 (n. 1 %), P Nictate 1463 (424%) 

# LEADING JOCKEYS: A P McCoy - 22 wins from 94 rides gives a success ratio of 
234%. A Maguire 21-05 ( 20 %) D Gallagher tt-W (W5%L M Richards 9-73 (t22%> 

# FAVOURITES: 221 wtos to 486 races (fMS%). 

BUNKERED HRST TIME: Royarnnn (IK» 


FORM GUIDE 

Mystic Isle again has the jyowid in Ns favour havmg broken ns due* over fences n 
good style on Ns reappearance at Hereford Iasi month, scomg by 28 lengths from Scat 
by. He put up an improved dsptay of (ixriping for that wvi and wil lack noting n the way 
of stamina, but GIGI BEACH Is preferred. The six-year-old has made up mo a smart 
pointer, anwg three times to fhat sphere, the last success ganed by an easy tax lengths 
In an totarmectateat Chariton Horeth om e. He woiid also tune eon on he prevmus start 
at Castle of Comfort but far unsealing at the last and the ground was too last when he 
was puled up at ttdmarton before that. Having never won irdei rules. he gels nib from 
Mystic Isle, wtSchwB serve Nmwel n these stamsQ 4 apptogconfkons KNteaney Carr 
is another wtontog pointer, but he has rvrtce been wen beaten uieei nJes A much big- 
ger danger wfl be Cm er al d Statement, a wrung pointer n Ireland and successful of 
his first two starts over hufdtes last season. He staid have a good future Mann Pipes 
Jotver must also be considered, despite being absent snee wrong over hunles a Tow- 
center in March 1995. Kandat Cavalier struggled irvder 3 penally tor b& Chepstow wn 
when a we* b ea ten thtof to Yhhml at Cheltenham and that e agan Liaiy to be the case 
S e l ec t ion: 3GI BEACH 


15*51 ; 


li mi SELSEY SELLING HURDLE (CLASS G) £2^75 added 2m 
1 I,IV> 1 2f 110yds Penalty Value £1333 

1 ARMH (F12) (IB® OAngj J Pniton 5 V 12 Lee** Long 

2 4 WTO DESERT PRE5DENr(F54S)(MsJE^ci)RH»dfi DC JFTStoyB 

3 . B GAMBIT (IB) (C M Weal B Paarce5 U E MrSItaracfcP) 

4 -ot- BKSUSH INVADBI (FIS) (Ms Shaky Dwys) CDwywfi W B MrKRORywtp) 

POM FWAffS OAK (TT9) (lar Moody) P Bufar5 0 12 IkJTtaBfdiq 

NORFOLK GLORY (321) (R JBsto) RBsIter 5 1) 12 -VShBary 


d-a m. 

V 


.,W-C 




FPl&J- twiawiwmi l«*i/)n m »aa«; - "» *■ — — — 1 ■■ -- • -- J 

FBPB- mmTHBfTOP06)(TAVtetoOrth)JNBi*4DtZ APlfcCoyB 

TWXKJ SEXTONS MBWOfl (48) [Mcrvyn J E«na) T Janes 5CB DGdbtfwr 

bfi SPffllY SNAPS PRfflE (34) (Gerald WMJJCftxAnn fit) tt -JCuHotyB 

F VELVET JONS (13) (Mrs J OwV&JonesJ Q OartosJaws 4 1) dir A £3wr%»donB» 

43-336 WEATHER WISE (47) (BF) (Deed Chawi) W G M Hirer 5 X)T2_ Rftmwody 

- 11 declared - 

BETTING: 11-4 BeMenf. 7-2 Weather Wise, 4-1 Bejw! Then. 5-1 Speedy Snaps Pride, 6-1 Enff- 
Hi tavedec l*-t Amfe, 20-1 De«#it President, 25-1 Mart 0*, Sexton's Knot 33-1 others 
«Kt Zod 4 10 12 N Mam 5-t (T Oemertj 11 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

VMhor Wlw has ihe form to win this altar good placed efforts n novice company the 
latosta'ttfrdtaStMeBonLateWBBlWtocantorvbwheltappedwhenfwourltetorasell- 
araf Hereford in October and the soft ground fc B«Jy to court agatost him. ELA-MENT 
was vary moderate on the F tet, but he starred enough on his htnSng bow *1 nowoe 

iwinafiy ® Windaor tea month to suggest an orcSnary sefler Bse this s wrthtohtjrKp. 

Unraced previouBty this year, he understandably needed therm but bated oomo! 66-1 
by finishing sixth of 12 to Shahru, beaten mder 20 lengths. Speed y Snaps Pride ran 
ml for a kxig way before weakantog toto sixth of 14 behhd F»on at StrattonlA wmar 

on tha good to sc#t at Newmartret (7fl last year, he was twrtog h« flret rac» since May. 
so can tototoire, but there iB a txg doubt about hfcn staying thme extra t wo fu riongs t toy - 

«1 Than Is toteresting despite a Iwigthy absence He «Hd we» on fte txirtAng dgxn ^ 
season to flneh to lengths shrth to Always Happy at hteydock. WMa h e Me d » npm- 
dues that rftort In two subsequent rare he w« appred^ thte idrgi « ctass imers 
flrtfrtine bMters. An*, won a m-turiong hanrSc^s at Goodwood Nmranw ^ground 
but he Is another doubftU stayer. Selection: ELA-MENT 

TUft] A & D LANDSCAPES NOVICE HURDLE {CLASS E) £3fi00 
'■ w l added 3YO 2m 2f 110yds Penalty Value £2^532 

CAflUfS CHEST (F163) (JohnWBane TrenepotJ J NMa to 12 

3 FLETCHER p*) (Lady H MomRW -W ltattw 

I 04 KMGSDOWN TFtoC (14) frfia Pat* ftrtrwmw R Smft O tt — 

[SScER (USA) l crao) (G Itareoxl) iK t) 12 -MAF^ereM 

«STCRfW(W?)fla*^MplWROaMm»E 

60 SA303fBURY(ie)(TheloaWGLIto«toe--- ~n^S^i5 

SfWTTANRO«LE(l^(HMfihW»y)SD»eE ubSSS 

SPY KNOLL (ptl) (U KGwge) P Ht0g>Bl2 .- ^- 


STREBEL BOILERS AND RADIATORS HANDICAP HUR- 
DLE SERIES (FINAL) (CLASS B) £6,800 added 2m 2f 
110yds Penalty Value £4,573 

1 we- DOCTOOR (USA) (Z78) (BF) (AVtMbB toss K Wtitaheadl W Ppe7 120 A P McCoy 

2 42U21 RUN FOR DANTE (1^ (D) tG AHCbanQ ShUXsnlT D2 M«a»H Brenun P) 

3 61-032 BRECON (1$ (BF) (The Four Wtos Partnershp) W »Aj* 4 H toehwdi 

4 033-44 BEN BOWDEN (23) (Ms N FMeAbyl StAbodman 4«0 LAspdl(3) 

-4dedared- 

Mnja n weiftt >05t True huxScao bWbN' Brecon 99 nfc. Ben Bowden 9a lt> 

BETTWG: 8-13 Doctoor *4 Run For Dene. 8-1 Brecon. 16-1 Ban Boadan 
*96' Supranw Lady 5 T 1 B J Osborne 9-* t* (Mss H Krxgm) 8 w, 

FORM GUIDE 

DOCTOOR, who ran just three trues last season, would have won on he ream after 
three years off had ha rider made more efton and ji was no strprse to see Wn sus- 
pended tor tour days after the seven- year-old ran on nto thvd to Kadash ot at Chepstow 
He went on to score comfortably at Sandown before imnrng Carta Boganto id two lengths 
In the Imperial Cm ai the same cause and he ste looks tt> be ahead of ihe nandcap- 
per despite being raised 4to TWs is hardy the most dtfiedt return tor Doctoor. who w£ 
not get a penalty tor Saturdays WSam FBI Handicap Hixde it he wois. and he should 
prove too goad tor Run For Dante. He did we* otter mesng aS last season to be sec- 
ond to Canton wren here m October, with Brecon and Ben Bowden behnd and held, 
and he gained a narrow Vlferwck victory last tune Selection: DOCTOOR 


3.10 


'SSflErSMinvW** V Bobbaga) N Babbege t>7.. 

- 13 declared - 
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BETTING: 9-4 Spy KnoM. 1 W %*** ™ ^ 14 ' 1 

FORM OvuJt .. . 

KASTERLEE. a dual wtonar on the Hal to Ranca. (he 

aaftfeBffaaagsSSEgSSSS 

: Su?Sto rttoaSdby this «tre dm jbtB h»| (wbaWy 

Tomd, aid wB sualy wri races over lwde& Mio,OT 

o“3Kl BILL DQW70TH ^ 

Z - 10 l£4.100 added 3 m 2 f 1 l 0 ydsP^»yVWue^(W 0 

s mi JOUfBT (967) ?Cfl PB#e M 

riPUl- GIGIBEACHWKIta Stoan ® LAeM?S 

3G23 OtXSy«rCflffl(2nMBJSBTpta}JQfW*®» oZE 

zm JMSTmMAnO^PAterJRAhffgOlp--. 

MH 0teW?CiWiM£A!*y)«ssL»»*r6Dfl 

BEmna‘i-1 BawNd SHammt, 5-2 Op Bwch- 5* 1 KwU CwsSa; 7-1 J °’ 

tree 2D-1 KHaaiierCaxIlKMr Itado, S0-1 oftw* 

«9£ RaLadCtos T ttllAPlfcCty 1 !- 6 fcr (P McftOfcIK«n 


3.40 
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NORFOLK NOVICE HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS E) 
£4,100 added 2m 2f Penalty Value £3,024 

T JP533- HOftoB) HAWK ( 22 Q (C M Hama] N Handarson 6 n n .ilAFtopwaid 

2 5B6F-P OLEJfflOE (19) (K C B Itoteraie) A Timel 6 11 3 SMcNoD 

3 1-225F LOSLOMOS (TO) (ftjsts* Ptbfehng Lxl) G Baldhg 5 10 1? .. . A P McCoy 

4 3»U4 THUHOOLflB) (D) (CComwel) RRone9t)6 . . .. AG»rty(7) 

5 SV3D2 RAGAAIUFF (IS) (Ure P G P Hot±B 6 tJ 5 .. . R Dunvroody 

6 OPSH CTASS BLAfO (13) (B S U McHugi Ovi Engneemg) T Casey 8 4)4 DGMa^w 

7 Q2-22P BLACK STATSENT (7) (SI NaytoO J Gittoil 7 tl 0- . .. LAapelW 

6 UP05P- AW JaOson) T Casey fl DC - . - WMareton 

9 0530P- PREClOiS W0NDST (264) (DJ Bide) PButerB t) 0 - JGoUstNnfT) 

-9dBdwad- 

Utmm we^ft IQtt Tiwhaodfcapm&ncjQter J» M 4t>, Baj t Piteous Wander 3d D 6 
BETTTtte lMHoorhd Hank, 3-1 RaganaA 10bd0 lastanoa, 11-2 Grass Island. i« Black State- 
ment, 14-1 ThohooL 16-1 Glendoe, 25-1 othere 
W 6 : Dim 01 Aprelon 9 n 7 P Hde 5-2 ftv g Gftord) D ran 
FORM GUIDE 

Lightly-raced RAGAMUff ran wel on his chasing detxrt in a wrdar event to the ai New- 
ton Abbot last month, fashing six lengths second vo Uix warm Phip Hobbs su-year- 
oM. With Richard Dunwoody up. Is Beefy to improve tor the experience (he coiid do with 
brushing up his jumping) and again has the groin! to his favour. Wnrwtg Irish pocner 
LoMomoa was going wel when laing five out on he chaang debut at Taunton n me 
race won by Breus. He had shewn enough m three hurtaes nms prevousiy to suggesi 
he can win in tNs sort Of company Hooded Hawk, who Bbuit for chaang ran he best 
race first true out last season when fourth to Bafcmak in a good Warwick handc-ap hur- 
dle. He is wel treated tor this chasing debut on mat evtoenca Black Statement was 
badly let down by hia jumpmg at Wtod 9 or last txne and needs to learn to settle, but Grass 
Island should have benefited from tw first run since May ®35 and detun over fences 
when faxth to Phiateto ai Wtocanton recently. Selection: RAGAMUFF 

SIDLES HAM CONDITIONAL JOCKEYS HANDICAP HUR- 
DLE (CLASS E) £3,000 added 2m 6f 110yds Penalty Val- 
ue £2,406 

1 2/31-2 NOME STIRRED (17) (Ccir> Frewm) J Gdtoto 7 1? 0. . ..— WGretarex(7) 

2 U30--6 IfBDLBtt (16) (BF) (G A Hutbert) G Hubbard 7 n « RBdnsffl 

3 03iFU mmiMINT (D) (tommy Braen) T McGurern 7 n q . — Mdwei Bieraan B 

4 F3334 LA MBfOflQUKA (USA) [FIB) (Joe Arden) D ttrts 7 1) tl PHmWy 

5 500-2 COWTRYTAROUN ( 20 ) P)( 8 F)(MssC Agrees) R Hodges 5 tit) TOaseombe 

6 0 IPIP- NONTAGNARDpi7){D)(MBradSCek|UBadgoa. OU7 DoutXM 

7 402-5 fdGHT Of A IflLUQN (30) [Lallh Hi Chaseo) S Yfc&tnan 8 C 6 „ .. LAspel 

8 RjpM JADOH(2B(p)(DonttC2anflPRWierB91IO J Power 0) 

6 335304 «aaG(USA)(a)LWr^ae*to)JJ 0 !efto 5 Ofl ..JGokfeiabP) 

U 1U5-54 N 00 DADANTE (2) (D) (N R l®et*4) N Michel 7 SO ... SoyMe Ittchel 

tl 434-45 THiAPOflKY(41)(BodSmpacn)RSrtpSOnBt)0 -AB«M 

-lldedated- 

MMhun wegne loo. True /wndeap »a(Bt».jK** W 13ft. Mfcg93 tlfiv Noddedsto tot «Tb. fek 

BETTtNG 11-4 Cbuttoy Tbnjuto, 3-1 None Sirred, 4-1 Metftma. 5-1 La Henorqutoa. 12-1 MiF 
to- NoddadJXfla. 16-1 IBdg. Mfll* I" * MBx* 20-1 fctoporty. 25-1 Jaftdh 
S 66 : Iftakr 5 D 6 D Wsh -06 tor (R Gurte) 8 ran 

FOMA GUIDE 

LA WCNORQUrNAwN be stated by the longer trip after herlourtti to n-form Native Shore 
m ta ratum to fxjrdtes at Ptompton last month (Night In A Ml Eton wel behind n tilth) 
The mara has been n good tonm on the Flai. wtormg at WbhwtBmpton (2ml -n Apri 

and runreng 8 good second to Notaxin ai Soutnwel 16 daysaga The farm of fhe Pkjflp- 

ton ibcs tesoid, so the hewfcapper looks to have takon a big chance r efroppmg La 
Menomiwto 4b Country lingo in nwit down by |ua a length and a half to as Jm on 
te retOTwrance at Taunton ( 2 m 3 f) and w« be suted by ihe longer trp. Ai hs racmg 

over has boon on faster tariaces than the. but he showed he can handle leet 

too aoimd n a bumper and has every chance, despite being raised 5lb tor that latest 
ruiUwrilena wm a tfaMpwitment behind BeechfieW Flyer at Leicester after ha good 
^SyJS^^fiSaiLBtowterand may Defoe** to the vre^ None Stirred 

m tart 3 Iwiath on fxs rsttill 81 Cheltenham and must agan go dose ott a pound t»gh- 

meant Wtodsorrwwearance. Setecaoit LA ACNORQUWA 
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THE INDEPENDENT 

FACING SERVICES 

0891 261 + 

.IVE CBWIElTAftES 


mam-? 

m 

-981 1 

•ONTviBf:; 

-972 

982 1 

OUIH^SL 

973- 

983 1 

i ALL COURSES RESULTS V 

0891 2m 970 1 

*aataMaraiMt.mjfc. Sanaa EOLtf)f 


RAC ING RES ULTS 

UNGRELD 

11 1. WELCOME HEIGHTS (F Rl^ 

Measiwar Swan ta» 

EMft S330. etSO OF:B2M CSF- E3D64 
Trfcast £16031 Trm: E306Q 

■^SE-SffiWgS 

1 *-t loren.5^faif Bagdjj-3-_t^l«Vbb- 

Auww# «n Mglum). Tbte: ETIB0: S2L30, 

bkt*rti»wwwrTlto:C 22 afla 

1240 : 1 . LUCY « THE SKY (N Caritefa) 

an: 2 .TtarWhBH *- 1 : 3 -- h^^^f 

iSi 10 ran. 3-1 » 

rK ^ (B Mwhan. Umbcem^Tbto:^ £2260: 


B4i)a ernes.* OF.raaai csf: ewro 

Tricast a489£0l Tno: £16850 

1.10e 1. OVSnCAL (S Witwrth) R-1. 

2.MwoloB-i:iAnotato5-T]tfav 13 ran. 
5-1 jt far Uft Boy 1 'M <**3 L att&W4 
TbtK £660; £230. £ 6 AQ EZBO DF: £8^70 
CSR EBZfiO Trio: effflflQ NR: EHa Hope 
1.45: 1- HARPOON LOUIE (M 
Savnnjog n-to far; 2 . Rocfcy Watoe ^-2: 
s. Mumton e* a ran- 1 'b. 3 iAfa» varr 
t^wLBatanL Uite £2t); COD EiBQ 
£7BS Trio. ESSO hB: 

71 I i 1 S:¥wHrTE PLAINS (G Partr] 3-1 

ESi-r:5SKfi» 

Tbtc a?D:£lKl £17H E3« Dp: 5:60(1 C3F - 

snoa Trcasr EBOflft Trio: 


2.45: 7 . KAUMAT |P Oobbs) 6-4 lav 2 . 
Misconduct M-3. Oonoe B-1 B ran. i 
‘I,, (W Jarvs, Newmarteu Tblfi: C280. CLP0. 
C13Q 5350 DF: CTTD CSF £363 

3 J 0 : i. SALTY JACK (R Pemamj 8-1.2. 
g ^jaanr Ridge T>2. 3. Sllevenamon 33-1 
13 ran. 7-2 tav Vtiom Team V-. (V 
Soane. Aston Rownmi Tote: £990' £211 
C230 £520 DF CM-30 C-'?F' C565C' Trie 
ast: £\53714 Tno. £2tU» 

Ptecspot £407*0 Ouadpot C2650 
Place 5: E2059Q Place 5: LrijTj 

• Yt^tiTtlay'j. meciing> -d Nf*- 
castk* and Ncwitw Alibi U werc wn- 
celled because t»l IrnM and 
waicriogging respect mrly. 


“li could have been all over 
today if I hadn't won leave 10 

seek a review,'' Q'Caliaghart 

.said yesterday, "but now I’m 
right back in the game and I 
know I'm going to get an inde- 
pendent and fair hearing. Why 
should I accept their word that 
the bet is not on the film? This 
is ihe crux of ihe whole case. If 
they've got iu why won’t they 
produce it? And it affects every- 
one. because any punter who 
has a similar problem and wants 
to see the film will be able to 
point to it, because half the time 
even the courts don't seem to 
know’ what they’re doing.” 

In a statement for Coral 
yesterday, the firm’s solicitor 
said that (he bookmakers “re- 
main of the view that the mer- 
its of the case were correctly 
decided at first instance”. 

The saga of O'CaJlagban 
versus Coral may now come to 
a final conclusion in February 
or March of next year. On pre- 
vious form, however, no-one 
would bet on iL. 



Terry O'Callaghan: Continuing his campaign 


CATTERICK. 


1.50 


BOBBY FAULKNER MEMORIAL CHAL- 
LENGE TBOPHY (HANDICAP CHASE) 


HYPERION 

12.20 Northern Flash 12.50 Reeds 1.20 Non- 
ios 1 .50 Royal Crimson JL20 Parson's Lodge 
2.50 Dark Oak 3.20 Abbey Actor 


INSPECTION: 7.30AM 
GOING: Good iGooo to Salt m places). 

• Lett-harw course unduiaong and sharp Not surtable tor the 
long-stndng horse Ffrjrt-to 240yd. 

• Hacecourse a north west of town on A6X36 Datogton sa- 
bon J4 mites away - bus service to course ADMISSION; cti> 
m . TXnersaBs £7: Cause emp [uxter ns tree rno al enclo- 
sures) CAR PARK; Reserved area £2, remander Free. 

• LEADING TRAINERS: Mrs U Rovetay 15-7B (192%) M Ham- 
mond 10-102 (9a%).LLungo 9-S7 (181%L TEaatoby 8 -t 8 

• LEADING JOCKEYS: R Gwrtdy M-60 ma%). J Calteghan 10 - 
66 P474.L T Read B-a (T35M B Storey 0-133 (75%). 
FAVOURITES: 137-320 (334%) 

BLINKERED FAST THE: Northern RMh (1230) HtokyFBgMtEbOL 
Seongaiong (250) 


(CLASS F) £4,000 added 2m 

1 -C?43 TAPATGH (11) (CO) M W Eareerpy 9 C Q - PCartenyB 

2 51ULW CHORUS LWE p3) (D) ? Beavnanr BUD. B Grattan (5) 

3 SZP-fiF ROYAL CRIMSON (24) (H)MVbrrmotnJ 6 ROwrltt# 

A tSSA SILVER lBNX(ttHCDf Us U Rat^leyS t)9 P/Am 

5 023d XAIPETE (13) (D) N fAscni t/9 RThonton(3) 

6 -3253 REBEL KMG (26) (D) M Barnes 7 105 . . . . 8 Storey 

7 640-4 JOE JAGGS? (22) MrbremondS V4 .. Mr C Bonner (3) 

B 54fi>4 niTFE MAN p^LksESbci 6t)t __ . . K Johnson 

9 5F-643 CIRCULATION (13) (D) OLfcCan tl OO . — 

V 5R P5& UONAUGHTYUAN (295) E Care 11 DO. .Mr E Byrne (7) 

-10 declared - 

Knmm wagfc : Ott True hancSeep wagfik. CBomon 9a f3», 
Moraughy Man 9a !Ql£> 

BETTING: 7-2 SDver Minx. 4-1 D?atdi, 5-1 XNpree, 7-1 Royal Crimson. 
Rebel King. Joe Jeggei 8-1 Chorus Lbia, Tm^ Tire Man. ClrculaUoa 66-1 
Uonaugtdy Man 


2.20 


12.20 


ELLERTON NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS 
E) (DIV () £3,000 added 3YO 2m 

1 01301 D1S9NGT0N TICS (11) (CO) W IfeKeawn fi C 

C McCormack (7) 

2 312 F0RIWC HOPPER (SB) (8F)l*sE3x* 11 5 K Johnson 

3 3 tCVffl GOLF CHAfWSt (1 1) BRcOree* -012..- R Supple 

4 0 MGLEBOROUGH (28)0 Morin DC DJHoBat 

5 MARAUD (FAZnuofi- James 0 52 . .. U Menton 

6 506 NORTHERN FLASH (20) J Hsynes D12 B Storey B 

7 ROCK THE CASBAH (F127) J htetiertn t) C . O Pears 

B SWMG WEST (F123) P Ecdes 0 12 . PCarbony 

9 P UCXNTCU(iqMHamntontt>C . . RGanfay 

10 P ZAAHHOBjWSfcreytltt IJantoap) 

it BOLLBJO (F36) J Berry t)7 D Parker 

12 63 UtffiAG Mrs M ftswtey « 7 PNivcn 

-12 declared - 

BETTING: 7-2 Fortune HoppK 4-1 Dtesington Tkaac, 5-1 Llnee-G, 6-1 
Svring Wset.7-1 Hever GoN Channel B-1 Notlhwn Flasb, 10-1 Boflere, 
12-1 Tiekndma. t6-i othere 


CALDER PRINT CONDITIONAL JOCK- 
EYS’ HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS E) 
£3.000 added 2m 3f 

1 5U54 MEGS MEMORY (5) (C) A Streeter* p C SKa8y(5) 

2 T2FF-3 AU«WGSAa(15)MssM»«gan4n9. ECattghaD 

3 200-53 TIP [TIN (S) (CD) A Smrth B 11 ? _NHomx*S(3) 

4 603-21 CRAJGARY (13) (As A SftrtxsnhS r 3 . B Grattan 

5 Q1H32 R0THAH (12) B fafwel 5 11 3 R Thornton 

6 20,1 P TaBTH)®) J Haynes Bit 1 C McCormack (3) 

7 SC-52 PARSONS LODGE £) LLisrgo 9 11 1. ... W Dotting (3) 

B 343223 MR MONTAGUE (26) TDorewly 5 n 1 -G Hogan 

-Bdectared- 

BETTTNG: 8-1 Arazing Sad. 4-1 Cralgaiy. 9-2 Tip rt In, Roteari, 6-1 Mr 
Uortasae. 13-2 Meg's Memory, Parson's Lodge, 33-1 Tempted 


2.50 


12.50 


ELLERTON NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS 
E) (DIV II) £3,000 added 3YO 2m 

6i LORD DISCORD 115} (D) T Easrarty Tl 5 . R Thorrton (3) 
5 EASTERN PROJECT (IB) M rtammeno 0 12.. JIGamity 
n Til ST1U HERE (4) J 0K*r P 12 . B Storey 

5 UMAX (SB) (BF) J Honard Jchnsor O E. .ECaBa^wn 
PAMOORAS LORD (F3S3) J Vtbmngre O C M Foster 
REEDS (F42) G M Uooe d 12 .. JCaBaghwi 

CO RISKY RJGHT (20) ASmflh tl 12 NHortoc*s(7)B 

SWYNFORO CHARIER (Ft5) J Hettxrton DG..D Bynre 

PP TRtENTA MB.(14) P DNm D 12 J Supple 

00 WHTIEfiATES SON (20) B Efcon D C. JM H Naughloa (5) 
U304 AUDREYS PEARL (72) Ms Ufawy 07 P Niven 

NAAJE RAUBSTT (F15) CPwyer D7 FLrahy(3) 

-f 2 dedsred- 

BETTING: 5-4 LORI Dtocord. 11-4 Awksy’s Petot 7-2 Eastern Prcfea 
10-1 Reeds, 16-1 kyren. 20-1 Maria Rwnbert. 85-1 others 


CHARLES VICKERY MEMORIAL CUP 
(HANDICAP CHASE) (CLASS E) £4^00 
added 3m If 110yds 

1 DC-1U JMMY ODEA (16) (BF)JMsdfe 0120 E Husband (3) V 

2 nPWj KAlA»(B)(D)LLirgo71ie J Supple 

3 44LF4 DARK OAK (13) (D) J Cute II 11 7 _.R Tltomion (3) 

4 4-P445 MAG1CBLD0H (9) JJBflerscnn 117... ECaflaghan 

5 F2G4- IONCT SBUION 024 (D) P assurers 6 71 £B Grata) (5) 

6 2U32-2 FStN LEADER <2S)C Grant 710D „B Storey 

7 'S 2 FP- KOOSA SOUND (Z79) LLungo 7 04 JlSivpie 

6 S-4F4 STRONGALONG (22) P Cheesbou^i 7 K>0..PCM)eny B 

9 <W>53 P SHUUAN (13) J Wxle 8 ID 0 , .. K Johnson 

-Bdedssd- 

Afinsrwn ae^ 7QK True baneft^ imgISC Snogafcxv 99 BA. SfaiBn 
flagtn. 

BETTWG: M Fern Leader; 3-i jinny ODoa. S-1 Kings Sennoa 7-1 Noobb 
S owd. 6-1 Dart OaX, Strongaiong, 10-1 KMafo, 14-1 odwre 


3.20 


1.20 


SCORTON SELUNG HANDICAP HUR- 
DLE (CLASS G) £2.500 added 2m 

1 PtOV MAJAL1F42) (D) (BF) J VtorwnjTi 8 CO MFoser 

2 1263*3 ALBEM1NE (9) (D) R Jud«s 8 n O MrOMcPhd{7) 

3 22F-53 BAHER (1 3) S ClariS tie Mas R Oarfc (5) 

4 32M42 NONIOS (13) (0) G M Mocre 6 n 5 THogg(7) 

5 22f£A K1ERCHEM (13) (CD) 0 Grat 10 13 BStorey 

6 C365 CHARUST10NA (32) (D) ) f«dOs 6 4) V . S HNreae (7) 

7 3CM UCADOWBURN (22) w 7 X) P TRaad 

8 3YXH1 WHfTEVfraB (20) (CDl B W/rey 1 > D 4 D Byrne 

9 .133604 50 COUN (9) (D| l*S6 A i*>** ~ fl ’ . AnnStofceBV 

C 00-tOb OAKBURY (11) (BF) l ‘vXBt 5 TOO . . TSiddaB(7) 

H 0003 DIAMOM) CROWN t9) W WSw 6 b 0 ... JSuppte 

C 0^-50 MY HANDY MAN (9) C- SvW* ? <i 0 . Dfaatoy 

0 CW MENOO WHO (1 1) F May t n (• . .W Dwan 

M OWlPO DARK MOMGHT (611 ['U«*S€0 . JBurfieB 

— 14 declared - 

ttmmun wwqfi >Qu True renOcap wnghn CbUwy 9a t2B>. Demand 
Crwm 9a *. My Handy Man 9a 8®. Manx, rtmc- 9a 6». Deri »Mtrfa 
Ostiib 

BE777NG - 7-2 Ourflscona. 4-7 TOarchwn 5-1 AfeereMA. IM Nontos, 
7-1 Oakfiury, B-1 Baher. ErtcoSn. Diamond Down. 14-1 tetters 


STREETLAM 'NH 1 NOVICE HURDLE 
(CLASS E) £3,000 added 2m 3f 

4.? ABBEY ACTOR (132) J FitzGcrBU 6 0 0... F Leahy p) 
M BRANDSBY HB4STER (24) P Beamcnl 6 f) O . . 

.. BGraBan(9 

OebFO BRAVE HJW1N(4QC Grant 7 GLee(3) 

OMF-O CHAN MOVE (22) W Smart 5 1) TO SThytor(5) 

40 COME ON QLJSH (24) J Upscn <DD R Supple 

OC* GAUAHT TAFFY (IT) IAS L WJfarrcon 5 U) TO RBeBamy 

F-40 JOSS BAY (15) T 5 10 ® K Johnson 

560 KNAYTON KNIGHT (B)JJeftaten 4 n Ki . ECalaghan 

LAW reaQiER S Bel 5 1) t) D Berefey 

44.04 UY BUSTER (21) Mss Mltagan 500. . - DPnker 

0 MUTING THE WAVES (24) T Eseteriiy* BB.... _ . 

R Thornton (3) 

0(W) PAUSE FOR THOUGHT (172) tteMRwefey 40 m .. 

.. P Niven 

00-530 PERSUASIVE TALBOT (21) DUn»6*)tt . .J Buriat B 
SLAVES CHOICE JHmradJohrecr 4 Ot) . . . 

C McCormack (7) 

4325* SOUTHERN CROSS (15) MWEastert* 5 li tO PCarbeny 
Q3F3 STOMES8Y (11) G M Itooe 5 10 1> JCaftatpren 

2 WtAT A RDDLER (247) T l* 4 ti D RGantoy 

3D3PO WHATDfflYOUSAY (9) 5 BousfoH 9 10 tt . B Storey 
44-3P0 MY MISSLE (53) RCocA£un7 05. . - L O'Hara 

-19declarad- 

utt iiNG: 11-4 Southern Cross, 7-2 Abbey Actor, 11-2 Stonaoby, 7-1 My 
Buster, 9-t Porting The Waves, Whet A fiddler, r2-l Brave Edwn, 14-7 
othere 


SOUTHWELL 


HYPERION 

1.00 Don’t Tell Tom 1.30 Tennessee Tom (nb) 

2.00 Eire spray 2.30 High Alttitude 3.00 DANDY 
DES PLAUTS (nap) 3.30 Ranger Sloane 


GOING: Good 

■ Leu- nand sharp, oval :«ne 

■ Racocouree 3 ireies sourh east rt tewm and S mtes wbst rt 
Newark. RoOesJon JLroniori iat sranon arsons course ADMIS- 
SION: Club C12 Tanetsals to iOAP members rt courses Dia- 
mond Club £4 accwnpanred under Ireel CAR PARK: Free 

■ LEADING TRAINERS: J Jenkins 9-73 (12 Mrs S Smith ft- 

80 110%). K Morgan 7-34 M Hammond 6-30 C2QV 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: R Farrant 9-44 (20S%1 A Thorrton 7-67 
(104%). D Bridgwater 8-X- u&7%] D Gallagher 5-53 (94%l 

■ FAVOURITES: W-523 (3££«1.| 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Yer 'umble 12001 AfaBkan Heir OOOt. 
Li sateen Wren 13001 


3 P- MYDUGGSLUE (263) H Aexartta 5 tl 0. R McGrath (3) 

< -5FPP0 KNOCKSTAROOTaBtlO. . . Glbimey 

5 OP MY FRIEND BtUY (26) T 61 5 n 0 Gary Lyons 

6 00- STRONG MAGIC (279) Mbs CJctreey 5 it 0 ■ 

. . . . JRKwranagh 

7 -SEF-4 THE EENS f33) D McCan 5 H 0 TJante 

8 POatO YER "UMBLE (B) J K Cresswi 8 n 0 . RMaa&ey (3) B 

9 SWjQ FLOOSY (34) T Gewgs 6 09 Jt Johnson 

-Bdectared- 

BETTW1G- 1 MO EJrespray. 1M Mr Bcjargles, 7-1 The Eene, 16-1 Ftaosy 
25-1 Knock Star. Yer 'umble, 33-1 others 


2.30 


1.00 


NENE CONDITIONAL JOCKEYS HAND- 
ICAP HURDLE (CLASS F) £2,575 added 
2m 4f 110yds 

7 -CSS SKJMM (72) R CV-n 4 7J D XAbpuw 

2 34FX3P SIGMA WIRELESS (14) (0) T Etherngtor, E R H 

L Cumene 

3 1PB-* DIDDY RYMER (157) (D) 1*5 S Snufi 7 n 3 RWUanson 

4 lj£ 63 DWT TELL TOM (14) H r*ynes,7 it 2 RUaaseyB 

5 5-2CLJ ARMATHIR (FR) (8J J UcComccfte 9 d 0 RMcCrMtl 

6 34P30 KOCATCHIM (20) (CO) N Morgan 8 ID C PMoma V 

7 63440 REACH FOR GLORY (13) (CD) Granam Rcnards 8 9 

HGriffiQK(3) 

S PFP-55 MILLING BROOK (33) (D) (BF) J M Bradtoy 5 Kl 7 

DJKaysnagh 

9 PP 34S CROWN AND CUSHTON (C) T 'Vaatsad J ® 3 

LSuthemO) 

V PP uf MORCAT (165) C Rariffe 5 00 JMagee 

- 10 declared - 

Muvrurn 10sf True handKiC nwjW Monar 9z CSi 
BETTOft 7-8 DkHy Rytner. 4-1 Skram. Mling Brook. 7-t Don't TO) Tom. 
7-1 Sigma Wfratess. 6-1 Crown And Cushm 12 Nocatetun. 14 others 


CINCH CONNECTORS PARTNERS IN 
DISTRIBUTION HANDICAP CHASE 
(CLASS E) £5,000 added 2m 4f 1 10yds 

1 S3P-0 HIGH ALUTniDE (33) (D) M Heaore9s 3 12 0 . a ftreml 

2 3UI-36 AlffiERSPARK (32) (D) DOtedonoBH 4 . ..GUptonB 

3 31FW AFTBnHEFOXfttJNttteteeti* . R Greene 

4 53C5F FRASER CAREY (W)(D)T George 50 10 . 

... . . . D Bridgwater B 

5 XP-2 JASON'S BOY (14) (D) J M 3ratley >07 R Johnson 

5 33SUQ CYTOLLHEtaTY (8) Siren EwteB "02 . . C Maude 

- 6 doctor ad - 

BETTING: 3-1 Amber Spark, 7-2 After Tits Fra, 4-1 Frawr Carey, M Ja- 
son's Boy. 11-2 High Altkude, 7-1 Cyril Henry 


3.00 


1.30 


WELLAND NOVICE CHASE (CLASS E) 
£4,200 added 2m 

TJenta 
M Ranger 
RUcGWh(3) 


0H5-5 BIYA (1UD McCan 5 to t? 

553JP- CHEEKA(201)CSrrthlrVC 
4(UP> COURT JOKER (ZS4) H AkftJVtt ' K' t 
2PtG OEEL QUAY 1300) (Bfl kti J 3n3*y f FI JI A&punr (5) 
LfTBTAKY SPARK (F223B) F jaAton 2 0 C Ur N Kart 
ttrC ROYAL EVENT p) (D) & Garortte 6 70 11 Altoguro 
SB- SIDANORA 1378) ? F tfttw ' f C J A McCarthy 
40'S® SUL FDS50 (30) Mrs S Sntti b C G FRjan (5) 
iHX TEJANO GOLD ifij ID) P BraJev 7 ft t RJohnaxi 
r3?P.7 TENNE5SS KING (48) ID) * Few 7 0 0 A Thorrton 
235F WREM WARBLER (4tqp)ta^i='fiob«cr. 7 <1 7BPo«n 

-11 dectored- 

BETTING. W Royal Event 4-t fe)flna Goto. 11-2 Tenwrase Kxig- MM 
Court joker. Dad Quay. Wren Warttor. tM Stoanore. i*-l othare 


OUSE RETIREMENT NOVICE HANDI- 
CAP CHASE (CLASS E) £4^00 added 
3m 110yds 

t 3PnP LOVABLE QllTlAW (1^ p Mes M Rnriand6 12 0 .... 

PMideteyP) 

2 43J42- PEARLS CHOICE (285) JUcConoche 9 H B A Thornton 

3 P-03*6 WIX06 WONDER (28/ M&adsocL 771 0. R Good B 

4 0H»-: DONTMWDlFIDOnB)PflVWtti6t)l2 - 

J A McCarthy B 

% 4-SK? MAYBE O’GRADY (15) (0) WGawt^ian60G Nfarah 

6 RW-5 OAffiJY DK PLAUTS (FR) (21) MrsSSrrtOi6 TUB 

RYfflttwonlS) 

7 Rjr-j 6woeaj6STpt}TBnemgtm7X>4 - BPwwB 

6 TfrEs ALASKAN HEIR (9) A Streeter 6 103 .TElayB 

9 4P^?5 CUNBEiaANDYOUTH®ffoCCara6»0 

DJKavanegh(5)B 

to 6P-0PQ AHBEJAYBU5(6)UsSLSdtW?t)0 . . CMwde 

11 4P«? USALEEN WREN (8) G YJcodward 8 V 0... . DWareoB 

- tl Hectored - 

Mrantn nwyt tftsr Trijp rswxSc^i wafts Cunte^dlMfl iVteByts^ 
L*deen Wren 3s 3b 

BETTING: S-4 Maybe CGrady. 3-1 Owens Quest, 7-t Alataan HeK 8-1 
Lovable Outlaw. Wane Wonder. 10-1 Pearfs Choice, IM Dandy 0* 

Plauls, 161 DonlMInd U I Do. 33-1 omen 


3.30 


TRENT HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS E) 
£3,000 added 2 m Penalty Value £2,238 


12M 


CHASING IN MIND NOVICE HURDLE 
(CLASS 6) £3,000 added 2m 4f 1 TOyds 

rp-Ot UR BOJANGLES (221 - Witemsf It 5 DBtogvtaer 

EJRESRRAY |ti)l»s5S«hf R 0 RGusa 


1 «U6pr- HOLY WANDERER (196) (D)TGeagp8H to R Johnson 

2 ootu SUNGS JUMPS) (531) (D) ? fattey 7 Ti 9 C Maude B 

?. *4 3 * SYIVAN SAS1E (25) (CD) D 3u 0 F 6 RMeGrBBlp) 

4 P5F’T STAR OF QAVD (310) (D) Nk A E Jbrtacn SBC., 

. JRKavaragh 

5 -45044 THE BOULD VIC (12J Uss M Rowland 5 O TiPHUgley (5) 

b F04W RANGER SLOANE (9) GFfiflt) 6 »5 - AThonXon 

; R CARROLLS HOCK (21) CLbrr 6 13 Q J Magee (3) 

-7 declared - 

«romunr»e>s« :ft/ tOKbcap ««ff r^m£x Av> jW > rt 

BETTING- 15-8 terser Soane, 3-1 Sylvan Sabre, 6-2 Carrolls Rock. 5- 
l Holy Wanderer. t 3-2 The Bould vie, 16-1 Bungee Jampra 2D-1 Star 
01 David 


SAILING 

Two more 
skippers quit 
Whitbread 

Losing one skipper could 
be seen to be careless, 
but three is stretching it 
a bit. Yet, as Stuart 
Alexander found in 
Fremantle, that is the 
situation the Whitbread 
Round the World Race 
found itself in yesterday 
when two of the nine- 
boat fleet saw changes at 
the helm for the third 
leg. 


Chris Dixon parted company 
. with Toshiba at tbe end of the 
first leg in Cape Town and the 
second leg to Fremantle proved 
to be tbe swan-songs of Chessie 

• Racing's Mark Fischer and 
Brunei Sunergy’s Hans 
Bouscholle. 

Fischer has gone to allow the 
owner and eo-skipper. George 
Collins, to take his place for the 
2^15 0-mile sprint to Sydney, 
which starts on 13 December. 

- Collins denied that the naviga- 
: lor. Juan Vila, was also being 
replaced. 

The American Fischer, who 
' brought Chessie into Freman- 
tle in sixth place to Lake seventh 
‘ overall, is thought to have been 
uncomfortable with aspects of 
. the leg from South Africa. 

After 35 days al sea on the 
first leg and 19 on the second, 

: the Dutchman Bouschollc, who 
himself took over the reins 

• from the original skipper, 
Arcnd van Bergeijk, before the 

: start, has found something 
; better to do with his time than 
. continually being last. 

Indeed, Brunei's Dutch cam- 

• poign is now looking more like 
a trial for a lull challenge in the 

: 2001 Whitbread. In addition to 
twice replacing the skipper, in 
Cape Town they also replaced 
■ their navigator with the Briton 

• Stuart Quanie. 

There was also a change of 
personnel on Innovation Kvaem- 
er, the race leader parting com- 
pany with their Australian 
: masunan Ian Vlfelkcr. ‘There was 
‘ a disagreement between him 
and skipper Knur ftustad. so they 
decided to go their separate 
ways," a spokesman said. 

Also preparing for 2001 is 
the German sailing veteran 
Willi Illbruck, a long-time cam- 
paigner in the Admiral's Cup 
with a scries of boats called Pin- 
ts. He has decided he does not 

• like the new formal for the 1999 

• Admiral's Cup and will instead 
race the Kenwood Cup in 
Hawaii. In the meantime he has 
chartered Heineken, the origi- 
nal Yamaha 1, from Swedish 

! Match to be painted in German 
colours for the Dusseldorf Boat 
Show next momh. 

BASKETBALL 

Scantlebury 
focuses on 
class barrier 

Peter Scantlebury makes his 
118th appearance for England 
against Ukraine at Guildford 
Spectrum tonighL boosting still 
further his record haul of caps. 

The 6ft Sin 33-year-old elder 
statesman of the squad look 
some persuading f rom the coach. 
Laszlo Nemeth, to embark on an- 
other two-year European Cham- 
pionships semi-final round. 

Only a select band of Eng- 
lishmen - the 1981 team under 
their coach. Vic Ambler - have • 
reached a European finals. The 
proliferation of new states after 
the break-up of the traditional- 
ly strong nations of ihe former 
Soviet Union and Yugoslavia has 
made qualification even harder. 

In addition to Ukraine, Be- 
larus are also in England's 
group along with Denmark, 
beaten 72-64 by England last 
week. Spain, who beat England 
92-76 on Saturday, and IsraeL 

Only the top two are sure of 
a finals place, with Spain and Is- 
rael favourites. England pushed 
Spain hard, bui relied too much 
Lin the brilliance of Steve Buck- 
nall, one of six team members 
now playing on the Continent 

Scantlebury said: "Against 
opposition with the class of 
Spain we can push them lo a cer- 
tain level but can t go to the next 
level. They always can. We don't 
have the depth to push them all 
the way and we really suffered 
on Saturday when Sieve tired.” 

- Richard Taylor 


fl! 


”7T 

.*!*. -• 




Q 







THt*- 

TUE 

16 ) 


Ti 


Non 

vealt 

cour 

rcgit 

b 

sent 

tion; 

extei 

influ 


S 

t 


Alb 

bilk 

Che 

Mai 

Bruit 

says 

was 

Che 


Han 
inri 
igaf 
;1abl 
lecl 
'or t 

rich 

;ept 

if he 
vlrs 
Mar 

XIITJ 

ind 

ate 

1 

;upf 

Mar 

loci 

tary 

nuc 

'Olv 

14-y 

ieip 

irev 

fc 

mot 

■om 

nati 

lela 

irov 

“ nen 
N 

Vsvs 

lied 


’rtt 


fcsa 


THE INDEPENDENT 
WEDNESDAY 3 DECEMBER I9‘17 


30 


30/FOOTBALL 


Time-scale threat to 
Shearer’s sharpness 


Alan Shearer will have 
just over a month of top- 
level football for 
Newcastle United in 
which to prove to Glenn 
Hoddle that he is ready 
to lead England’s World 
Cup challenge. 

A/an Nixon delivers the 
depressing news. 


It was not the early Christmas 
present England wanted. Alan 
Shearer, striker supreme in the 
finals of Eum *96 and with a 
track record of recovering 
quicker than mast from even the 
most severe injury, was not 
saying the words the country 
wanted to hear. 

The injured England captain 
revealed last night that he docs 
not expect to return to Premier 
League action until March, 
which leaves him around seven 
or eight club matches to find his 
shooting boots. 

Shearer is back in training af- 
ter breaking his ankle and dam- 
aging ligaments in a pre-season 


friendly, but he feels he will not 
be ready for a return to serious 
action for three more months. 

"I'm running in straight lines, 
but I'm still not able to do any 
twisting or turning," he said. 
“The pins have come out of the 
ankle and it is just a matter of 
mending in time. But I’ve not 
changed my mind. It's looking 
like March before I will play.” 

That time-scale is cutting 
things fine for Shearer to lead 
the fine as England go for gio- 
iy in France next June. The do- 
mestic programme finishes 
early in May, giving him just a 
handful of matches for New- 
castle to help his dub and boost 
his own chances of playing for 
England in the world's greatest 
football tournament. 

Wetber or not Shearer goes 
to France depends oo the Eng- 
land coach. ClcnD Hoddle. 
“Obviously I will tell him how 
I feel and I'll be honest about 
it," Shearer said 

George Graham yesterday 
signed a £lm-a-year, long-term 
contract to manage Leeds then 
declared their title aspirations 
this season to be "ridiculous". 


The agreement puts the 53- 
year-old Graham in the same 
pay bracket as Manchester 
United's .Alex Ferguson, Ken- 
ny Dalglish at Newcastle and 
Blackburn's Roy Hodgson. 

Graham, who has singled out 
a place in next season's Ucfa 
Cup as his initial aim. said: “I'm 
not a dreamer. I'm a realist. I'm 
not kidding anybody. The 
championship? Not yet. no. It’s 
ridiculous. Leeds are not ready 
for that yet." 

Also signing a contract yes- 
terday was Mick McCarthy, 
adding two more years to bis 
tenure as the Republic of Ire- 
land manager. His target now 
is to qualify the Republic for the 
21)00 European Championship 
finals in the Netherlands and 
Belgium. 

Wimbledon have been of- 
fered the chance of new home 
at Gatwick .Airport. The pro- 
posal is to house the Premier- 
ship club, who presently share 
with Crystal Palace, on land just 
off the M23. The move comes 
in the wake of strong opposition 
to the idea of the Dons relo- 
cating to Dublin. 


Leonhardsen says Liverpool 
must copy United’s formula 


Liverpool midfielder Oyvind 
Leonhardsen is urging his team- 
mates to take a leaf out of Man- 
chester United’s book - to give 
themselves a chance of halting 
their arch rivals* relentless 
charge to the Premiership title. 

Leonhardsen says there will 
be no shame in copying a few 
tricks of the trade from Old 
Trafford. as long as the Anfield 
set can learn to do them even 
better. He sees consistency as 
the byword for United’s success 
and insists Liverpool need to 
emulate. 

The Norwegian interna- 
tional spelled out the challenge 
for Liverpool as they prepare for 
their showdown with United at 
Anfield on Saturday. Many see 
this game as crucial to the rest 
of Liverpool's season, and it 
could be one of the last chances 
for anyone to halt the runaway 
men from Old Trafford scoop- 
ing the top prize again. 

Leonhardsen stressed: “We 
have to learn to be like United, 
to string together a consistent 
run of results. They do it Some- 
times they look like Lhcv are 
playing in second gear, but they 
can rattle off the right sort of 
results week after week-" 

It is that awesome power 
that is leaving many, of the ex- 
pected big-name challengers 
trailing in United's wake. It is 
happening to Arsenal, who axe 
four points off the pace after los- 
ing at Highbury to Liverpool on 
Sunday, and it is happening to 
Newcastle - seven points adrift 
after losing at Bolton yesterday. 

Liverpool, still six points 
adrift, know only loo well how 
damaging defeat hv lowly 
Barnsley was in their last home 
game, while Blackburn Jcamt 


the hard way at Old Trafford at 
the weekend. 

Now it is up to Liverpool to 
halt the red steamroller, and 
Leonhardsen said: “They have 
improved so much even in a year. 
Last season they were losing 
Champions' League games at Ju- 
ventus. This time around they arc 
playing so well in Europe. 

*Tn that year they have won 
the championship again, their 
players have gained from that ex- 
perience in Europe and it shows. 
I watched them beat Kosice on 
TV last week, and they looked 
in second gear at times - but it 
was so comfortable. 

"They are more composed 
and confident now. A team 
that wins all the Lime becomes 
more and more confident." 

United's recent results are 
awesome - seven, six, five and 
four goals against Barnsley, 
Sheffield Wednesday, Wimble- 
don and Blackburn respectively. 

Liverpool, in the same peri- 
od. have managed to lose to 
Everton, West Ham and Barns- 
ley. Leonhardsen said: "We 
need to win games like them, on 
the trot, and believe in what we 
are doing. 

“We were told we had to get 
four points from two games 
against Arsenal and United or 
we could forget the champi- 
onship. Well, we have got three 
already after our win at High- 
bury. It is now up to us to con- 
tinue that level of performance 
and form against United. 

“We must get points against 
the bigger teams. We worked 
hard in training the week after 
the Barnsley defeat. We just 
have to keep H going. To play well 
as a team, a unit that gets things 
right - like United do." 


Hartson sees 
chance to add 
to striking total 


John Hartson's two goals in Sat- 
urday’s 2-1 win over Aston Vil- 
la gave him 16 in 19 Premiership 
games this season. Tonight he can 
add to that total when the Ham- 
mers face Crystal Palace in their 
rearranged game at Upton Park. 

Hartson has consistently hit 
the target despite the loss of his 
front-line partner Paul Kitson. 
who has been out since Sep- 
tember following surgery to re- 
pair a tom groin muscle. 

Tonight's re-run of a match 
abandoned because of flood- 
light failure with the score at 2-2 
should involve West Ham's 
Australian winger Stan 
Lazaridis. due for his first Pre- 
miership outing since a groin in- 
jury in September. He will also 
be seeking a tonic after the 
Aussies’ World Cup exit on the 
away-goaJ rule in their play-off 
with Iran last weekend. 

Midfielder Frank Lampard. 
looks set to miss out because he 
is still suffering from the flu virus 
which caused his late with- 
drawal before the Villa game. 
Andy Impey also failed a late 
test on a toe injury’ on Saturday 
and is again a doubtful starter. 

Palace arc set to rule out 
their captain. Andy Roberts, 
who was replaced after just 15 
minutes of Saturday’s home de- 
feat by Newcastle, while strik- 
ers Bruce Dyer and Michele 
Padovano are have injuries. 
The former Wolves pair Neil 
Emblen and Jamie Smith are 
standing by for starting places. 

The West Ham manager. 
Harry Redknapp. yesterday de- 
nied reports that he wanted to 
buy Everton's £3m-ralcd wing- 
back Andy Hinchcliffe. 



Ronnie Glavin beside Em ley Cross, a local landmark which dates bade to the 12th century Photograph: Simon Wilkinson 


Glavin aims to see Emley play with the best 


Em ley’s greatest claim 
to fame Is that it 
appeared in the 
Domesday Book. Now, 
as Alan Nixon reports, the 
tiny Yorkshire village’s 
non-League football 
team aim to make their 
own piece of history. 


Ronnie Glavin, the former 
Celtic and Scotland midfield 
player, grows tired of people 
asking: “Where’s Emley?" For 
the first lime the answer he can 
give them is: “In the second 
round of the FA Cup." 

On Saturday Glavin takes 
his UniBond League dub from 
a hilltop village just outside 
Huddersfield to Lincoln City, 
where he aims to win a third- 
round place in the most famous 
club competition of them all. 

The village may have a long 
history and a well known land- 
mark - a huge television mast 
dominates the local skyline - 
but the football club has rarely 
hit the heights in its 94-year his- 
tory. Ten seasons ago Emley 
lost 1-0 to Colne Dynamoes in 
the FA Vase final at Wembley. 
Six years ago. on their only pre- 
vious appearance in the fust 
round of the FA Cup before 


this season, they lost to Bolton 
in a home tie switched to Hud- 
dersfield's ground. 

Most of the credit for their 
current success goes to Glavin. 
one of Jock Stein's managerial 
disciples. Now 46, Glavin played 
for six seasons under Stein at 
Celtic, where he won League 
and cup medals plus one in- 
ternational cap {in a friendly 
against Sweden in 1977). He lat- 
er joined Barnsley, where he 
eventually became youth team 
manager, and also had jobs at 
Stockport and Rochdale before 
becoming Emley’s manager 
three years ago. 

Glavin's playing career 
look off when he starred in a 
young P&rtick Thistle team 
that wan the League Cup in 
1971 against Stein's Celtic. 
He was already learning the 
managerial trade, running 
teams in Easterhouse. 

“Davie McParland was a 
big influence on me at Firhill 
but obviously Jock Stein 
opened my eyes to a lot of 
things when I joined Celtic," 
he said. “Jock was the man and 
I have to give him credit for the 
way he coached and managed. 
I learned from him how to take 
things from the game." 

At Emley Glavin has built 
a team on a weekly wage bill 
of less than £1,000. He said: “I 


go for a certain type of play- 
er. a winner. I don't suffer fools 
or actors. They are no use to 
us. The players have got to be 
passionate and I like to think 
I cau identify them. 

“Our success has not just 
suddenly happened. We near- 
ly won the league last season 
and have been building up 
steadily. Before I came they 
hadn’t sold a player for 10 
years. I’ve moved two on to 
Football League clubs already. 
Lee Hurst [to Huddersfield) 
and Colin AJride [to Lincoln]. 
We’ve used the money wisely 
and now have 10 teams at dif- 
ferent levels. 

“However 1 have still got lads 
out there who make just £15 a 
game. We simply don't have 
money because of the sire of the 
dub and gates of about 200. We 
have to work with the players. 
I take them on when they have 
been rejected or discarded. 

“I couldn’t have played at 
this standard myself, but the 
players don’t want to hear me 
telling them stories about the 
good old days at Celtic. I can 
draw on experience though 
and tell them little things that 
might help them in a game.” 

Glavin has a nucleus of sea- 
soned men tike Ian Banks, his 
one-time prodigy at Barnsley, 
the former Manchester United 


prospect, Deiniol Graham, and 
the former Derbyshire wicket- 
keeper, Chris Marples. 

However, it is the likes of 
Glyn Hurst that make Glavin's 
name as a shrewd spotter of 
talenL Signed by Tfcny Ven- 
ables at Tottenham. Hurst, 
moved to Barnsley but was 
freed at the age of just 20. 

Glavin said: “I saw his pace 
and his power and his willing- 
ness to work and learn. I saw 
his first touch was poor and 
worked on him. He says that 
□ever happened before." 

Glavin would love a chance 
at a bigger dub, but it has to 
be right to tempt him to give 
up his lifestyle. He works for 
Nike, signing up young players 
and organising the sportswear 
firm's popular coaching camps. 

He is philosophical about 
bis managerial job prospects. 
“I got interviewed for Hartle- 
pool once, but Cyril Knowles 
got the job. You will never get 
a chance these days if you were 
an ordinary player or unless 
you are an assistant waiting and 
hoping that the manager gets 
sacked. 

“Anyway I wouldn't go to 
a Rotherham or a Doncaster. 

I would love a club with po- 
tential like Hull City where 
you have something to work 
with." 


Blake shows Newcastle how to score 


WEEKEND FIXTURES AND POOLS FORECAST 


FA Carting Premiership 


Kenny Dalglish is witnessing the 
demise of Newcastle LhuTed's 
title challenge because his side 
cunnol score goals - 

That was the stark fact fac- 
ing the Newcastle manager af- 
ter Monday's I-D defeat at 
Bolton Wanderers, and how 
Dalglish would love to have a 
striker like Nathan Blake at the 
sharp end of a Magpies attack 
shorn of Alan Shearer and 
Fausiino AspriDa through injury. 

Blake scored a fine goal, led 
the line with fire, strength and 
passion, and Newcastle could 
_ not cope. It was ihe end of a 
week on the road for Dalglish 


in which the Geordies have 
seen their Champions' League 
dreams end and their champi- 
onship hopes take a fearful jolt. 

Dalglish moaned that his 
team should not have been 
made to play three times in six 
days, but Bolton could not care 
less about that They were quite 
within their rights to play the 
game as it was scheduled. 

While Bolton celebrated ris- 
ing to I3th place, Dalglish re- 
acted to remarks made on 
television by the club's new 
chairman. Freddie Shepherd, 
that there was money to spend. 
“There was nothing the chair- 


man has said that I didn't know 
already.” Dalglish said. “I feel 
the lads that have been up 
front have done well. There’s no 
guarantee that if we did have 
Alan and Tina we would score 
any more goals. 

“We are the same as everyone 
else, we would like to get more 
players in but it has to be good 
quality, if we find them I will buy 
them. Goals were hard to come 
by, but we got into their box 
enough, we just couldn't finish. 

“Liverpool and Manchester 
United have both only drawn at 
Bolton, but we couldn't quite 
manage that." 


Welshman Blake has done 
his popularity at Bolton no 
harm at all with two goals that 
have earned his side six points 
in three days. 

“Nathan did what he does 
best when he gets on people’s 
shoulders,” Scott Sellars, the 
Wanderers midfielder, said. 
“He's strong and quick and I 
thought he finished brilliantly, 

“I suppose it gave me a lit- 
tle more satisfaction than the 
other Bolton players because ft 
was ray old side Newcastle, but 
most of all we had that game in 
hand and we had to get the 
three points." 


Hollins sympathises with plight of Walker’s underachievers 




3 Dertiy v West Ham 




5 Leicester v Crystal Patece 

JC 

.1 



Also ptaytog (not on coupons): Lrwpool 
y Manchester Urtted. Pteytng Sunday. 

day Sheffield Wednesday v Barnsley. 

Nationwide League 

First Division 


9 Crewe v HuddersfMd 

— 1 

11 Norwich v Sheffield United .... 

2. 

JC 

12 Nottm Forest v Bradford City 

13 Port Vale v Birmingham 

1 





16 Beadhg v Chariton ... 

17 Swixton v Oxford 

1 

.._.1 

18 Tranmere v ^jswich 1 

19 West Brom v Stockport 1 

Playing Friday: Chariton v Swindon. 

FA Cup Second round 

20 Colchester v Hereford 

— 1 


21 Chetterham v Boreham Wood 1 

22 Rdham v Southend - .... ..1 

23 Medrresfard v Oartngton 2 

24 Mscctesfieu v WatsaB JC 

25 Oldham v Bteckpoo! l 

28 Peterborough v Dagenham 1 

27 Preston v Notts County JC 

28 Rotherham v Klngfe Lynn 1 

29 Scunthorpe v Ukeston 1 


38 Barth v Morton _1 

39 St Mrrsn v Harrtton 2 

40 Stxtog Abton v Ayr 2 


• Also playing (hot on coupons): Third IX- 
mv Arbroath v East Straig. Ten- 


vtaton: 

nents Scottish Cup first round: 
Cowdertoeah v Montrose East Fife v 
Stranraer. Fraserbugh v Clyde, Inver- 
ness Cal v WhKehB. 


90 Grimsby v Chesterfield X 

31 Torquay v Mtatford 2 

32 Wigan v Ybrk J£ 

Playing Friday; Chester v Wradiam. 
Also playing Saturday (not on 


coupons): Nort ha mpton v 

I nGny v Ernjey. Cambridge y 


Lincoln* 

I v Hendon. Wisbech v Bris- 
.Pfaytng Sunday: Bournemouth 
v Bnstoi Gty. 


Bell's Scottish League 
Premier Division 

33 Aberdeen v St Jo hn st o ne t 

34 Drndee United v DirtsrmSne i 

35 Kbnamoe* v Cette 2 




ft.— 

Hrst Division 

38 Airdrie v Dundee 2 

37 FbMrfc v Particfc 1 


GM Vauxhall Conference 

41 Haffax v Statybridge 1 

42 Hayes v TeBoiti \.a 

43 lOd de nninster v Dover x 

44 Stxithport v Leek .. 1 

45 Ybovfl V Ksttervig T 

Dr Martens League 
Premier Division 

46 Merthyr v Stthgboume 1 

47 Nweatm v Cartridge City i 

48 Rothwef v Bath 2 

49 SaEsbuy v Ashford 

Fbur draws: Derby v West Ham. Norwich 

ty. Kidcfemthster v Dover 

five sways: Chelsea MWdtesbrouah, 
Daifriflton. Watford. 

5" ho *ll 0 * : Leeds. Crewe, Nottingham 
Forest Swndon. Colchester. PWBrtxv- 
ough. Rotherham. Scunthorpe, Hattax, 
Nwoaion 
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Worrying gaps 
in World Cup 
ticket system 


France expects 500,000 
foreigners to crime to 1 
the World Oup next 
June. Officially, they yyfti - 
have 700,000 tickets to - ‘ 
share between them. An 
invitation -to bad temper 
and sky-high black . l j 

market prices? Not-a bit 
of it, the organisers tdl 
John Lichfield In Paris. 


Just over one quarter - 28 per 
cent -ofthe 2500^000 places for ■ 
the 1998 World Cup are re- 
served for foreign fans, in in- 
dividual matches, the same 
number will be set aside fur, say, 

England versus Italy, as for, 
Iran versos Jamaica. They win 
go on sale next year, exclusively 
through national football asso- 
ciations and a handful of 
accredited tour operators. 

For all stages of the compe- 
tition, this amounts to 700,000 
tickets. And yet the French 


authorities predict confidently 
that .500.000 people will crane to '•* 


France for the competition. WH] 
they be satisfied with watching an 
average of less than two games 
each? The organisers insist that 
this is not quite the arithmetical 
problem that it seems. ‘'Many of 
those who come will be family 
members, who will not want to 
watch the game themselves," 
said a spokeswoman for the 
Comite FraiK^d ’Organisation. 

On the other hand, if (say) 
England play the Netherlands 
in Montpellier (capacity 
35,500), there will be only 5,000 
tickets for each huge anny of j 
national fens. If Iran play South 1 
Korea at the Stade de Ranee , * 
(capacity 80,000). there will be 'V 
11,000 tickets for each small “ 
group of supporters. 

The venues will be decided 
by tomorrow's draw; they will 
not be dictated by common 
sense. Ostensibly, France 98 
will be a ticket tout’s delight 

The CFO insists that it has 
developed an effective system 
to prevent widespread black- 
maxketeering'v (although it 
admits that a certain amount is 
unavoidable). The entire secu- 
rity strategy of the World Cup 
depends on the Committee 
getting it right. The “national” 
allocations will be for opposite 
ends of grounds, with French 
fans providing a larger buffer 
zone in between. . 

The remaining 1-8 million 
tickets will be sold to named in- 
dividuals in France; more than 
1.2 million have been sold, in the 
form of five or six match tick- 
et-books for all first phase and 
last 16 games at one stadium. In- 
dividuals have been limited to 
four ticket-books each. Anoth- 
er 227,000 rickets for the later r 
rounds and final will be alio- 
cated by lottery later this •’ 
month: more than one million 
French people have applied. 

In both cases, the buyers 
must dedare French addresses, 
and bank account numbers, to 
die organisers. If they are found, •; 
by spot-cbecks, to have sold their 
tickets for a profit, they will face 
unspecified penalties. The or- . j 
ganisere refuse to say what the 
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penalties will be (although it is 
understood that, as a minim um, 
any other tickels sold to that per- 
son will be cancelled). 

In another effort to prevent 
illicit trafficking, tickets will 
not actually be posted to sue- . 
cessful applicants until the sec- = 
ond half of May. None the less 
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it is easy to see where the raw 
material for the black market 


John Hollins, ihe Queen’s Park 
Rangers caretaker manager, 
believes Mike Walker has every 
reason to feel extremely unlucky 
as his Norwich City side lan- 
guish close to the First Division 
relegation zone. 

Despite high hopes, Norwich 
are now just four points belter 
off than Crewe Alexandra, who 
are third from bottom. Walker 
tonight takes his side to QPR 
with Hollins believing they are 
in a false position. “I think a lot 


of teams in the First Division 
have underachieved (his sea- 
son." Hollins said. 

“Norwich arc not the side 
they were Iasi year because of 
the people not playing. They 
have lost a lot of players 
through injury and long term it 
knacks the stuffing out of the 
side. I can imagine what Mike 
Walker is going through - it’s 
just one thing after another. 

‘It's the hardest thing being 
a manager to lose your lop play- 


ers but they are sill] a side you 
have to give a lot of respect to.” 

Norwich have won just two 
of their last 10 League games, 
but Walker feels his side are 
playing well and said Saturday's 
2-1 defeat at Bradford was a 
case in point. 

“I felt wc played some good 
stuff. Now we’ve got to carry on 
where we left off-only this time 
make sure we lake Ihe three 
points,” he said. “We just need 
to be a hit more ruthless in front 


of goal, and the occasional rub 
of the green wouldn't go amiss.” 

Hollins, whose ride are 12th, 
said he was thoroughly enjoy- 
ing his role as caretaker, but 
would not confirm his future 
plans. 

"Things are happening and 
I am being kept informed. But 
don't, ask me. ask the chairman,” 
said Hollins, who dismissed re- 
ports linking Trevor Sinclair 
with a move to Leicester City 
as “all speculation”. 


TODAY’S FIXTURES 
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FiA CARLING PREMIERSHIP 

MM Hm v Crystal Palaea 

NATIONWIDE FOOTBALL 
FIRST DIVISION 

OPR V Norartdl (7.45) 
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Brighton » Ngea Camay. 
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Errtoy Third auaQfyfeig raun^apteng-Cniv 

Nidge ay WhSTSSy' 

MOMS): tarts « wSwav 


IMBOND LEAGUE Ifcgt DMMore Lfemtl LM 
v WtartSOn UMioj Cup Hm narmfc E**£p 
f 745 *: G*****!*, Ttaty 


(MM Mat 

LEAGUE 

FLU OMiloit Cur Ml! v Croat 

vssasssssSiF^^ 

WL3 POBT LEA GUE Prsmfer DMskxr. Pal- 
►On v w pannoft 

SSSsKCBKtt 

KE63s^Ba MBI ’ 

Prawfar DM- 

ssaasjiWBffiBr.-.— , 
SBSgSSSURUa 


GILBERT LEAGUE OF WALES CUP Sacond 


^-■sa Si 


v Ev^jpn ( 7t» Rnt DMrtOn: hfcMaatxoS^ 
WwtRhdradaStariunfT&rd 

tfg Sgy , 8B5SS 




[70: Lata 
Gcmntryt 


R ugby Union 
[’nrawTATw 


o 


flerife^rTATWE MATCH. 


might come from. Zj* 

More than half a million - s 
tickets for the first phase and last J 
1 6 matches have been sold to the f": ' ' ■ ■ 
French “football family” (Le. k>- 
cal associations and clubs) and s .. . 

to companies sponsoring the ' - : -V 
competition. Once again each -j/V.' - - , 
ticket has been allocated, in the- • 

cry. to a named individual - All 
these seats come in the form of . -1 ? L % . . 
a ticket-book, for ail the games ’. 

played at one venue. They can, ' , \ 
however, be broken up and ^ 
presented at the turnstile as fa- t ; '- r 
dividual tickets. . '.^r - 

During the TbumcrideRatKe 

last summer scores of tickets aflo- ^ 

cated in this way were never 
leaving huge gaps in the stadftBt®. 
which infu riated genuine French - : r - __ • 

supporters who had been unable -.v* ; : ... ' 
to buy seats, lb prevent a sofa- ;- .£?■'> - 

far public relations disaster this .» >*- j 
time, the corporate seals be £ . 

“scattered" more thinly around -->*^ - ^ 
the grounds next summer. In 
practice, however, a good many y • ■ . 

of these 525,000 corporate y* 

“football family” seats may 6°^ ■►H. 
their way illegally to ticket- - 
hungry foreign fans. * ■ 
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Hendry goes on the attack 
over McKenzie’s dismissal 


RUGBY LEAGUE 

B igger Issu es behind expulsion vote 


Stephen Hendry tj joined in the 
criticism of the a t’s governing 

body over the di* ol of its chief 

executive, Jim i .enzie. 

Hendry, lb Id No I and 

six-times wo/ impion, has 

been anger r te action of 

■ VWnrt-' ltia i Billiards 

ciation. 
tanager, Ian 
for the resig- 
vViUiams. the 
WPBSA, plus 
.lose and Jim 
He warned of 
if a breakaway or- 
ing formed unless 
reinstated. 

i-u ii was the verbal attack 
from Hendry that will take 
many by surprise. He usually 
leaves the vitriol to Doyle. 

“We removed one board 
who were not in tune with the 
modem business demands and 
now we seem to be in a similar 

1 


position," Hendry said. 

“I know Jim McKenzie well 
and he has taken the game into 
a modem phase. Asa players' as- 
sociation we respect Jim McKen- 
zie a lot and as far as I know we 
are 100 per cent behind him. 

“It’s the players who vole the 
board in and the players must 
have a say in what's happening. 
It's our sport, our livelihood and 
it’s about time we all began to 
lake a proper interest. 1 hope the 
others feel the same way as me." 

McKenzie, who was sacked 
on Monday Gve months after tak- 
ing office, claimed be been been 
given “no opportunity to re- 
spond to any criticism the Board 
may have of my performance”. 

Doyle called the decision 
“disgraceful" and will seek to re- 
place Williams, Close and 
Meadowcroft at a special meet- 
ing likely to take place later this 
month. 


The turbulent relationship be- 
tween Super League dubs and 
the rest could reach its turning 
point - and perhaps its break- 
ing point - at Salford today. 

The fate of Keighley and 
Workington is the catalyst that 
could start a chain reaction 
within the game when the 
Rugby League Council votes 
this afternoon on a recom- 
mendation to expel them both. 

That recommendation comes 
from the League's board of di- 
rectors. Opposition will be mar- 
shalled by the First and Second 
Division Clubs' Association -but 
the issues go a lot deeper than 
the future of two dubs. 

No one, least of all Fascia, 
would daim that Workington 
and Keighley have been well-run 
operations. Both have been in 
administration, with heavy debts, 
for over a year and Fasda is 
party to a League policy of get- 
ting tough with basket cases. 


There was a Fasda repre- 
sentative at the board meeting 
that recommended expulsion, 
but the Association speaks for 
many outside the two towns 
affected when it argues against 
giving them the chop. 

If dubs are to be cast out for 
the sin of being broke, where is 
it to stop? By coincidence, a re- 
port from the accountants, 
KPMG, this week reveals that, 
on the latest available figures, 
only two Super League dubs are 
making a profit and several 
are technically insolvent 

Fasda dubs also fear the 
motives of their bigger brethren. 
The Super League chairman, 
Chris Caisley, has this week 
denied urging the expulsions in 
order to divert the two dubs' Sky 
money to Super League. 

That is true as far as it goes, 
but Caisley has put down a 
marker suggesting, if they do go 
out of business, “we would hope 


that those funds would become 
available to promote-. Super 
League". At the very least we 
have the unhealthy situation 
where some clubs have a vested 
interest in others folding. 

Keighley have the additional 
conviction that the League, and 
its chief executive, Maurice 
Lindsay, in particular, have a 
“down" on them. 

Whatever the truth of that it 
has been conveniently forgotten 
that whatever their faults, few 
dubs have brought as many new 
fans into the game. The Keigh- 
ley supporters who wQl no doubt 
turn out in force at The WlUows 
today will be a reminder of that 

The smaller dubs are also 
concerned about mathematics. 
Axing two of their number brings 
closer the day when Super 
League dubs would have enough 
votes to cut off their funding com- 
pletely. should they so wish. 
Soothing voices might say that 


would never happen, but die 
minnows hear the hawks within 
Super League and wonder. 

Not that Fasda will fight 
every hopeless case. Prescot, 
terminally useless for years, 
will quietly die today, without 
a voice raised in protest 
Likewise, there is a general 
acceptance in the lower divi- 
sions that the principle of auto- 
matic promotion to Super 
League is doomed. 

But when it comes to killing 
off the best-supported dub out- 
side Super League, plus the 
biggest club in one of only 
three counties where rugby 
league is truly a part of the land- 
scape, alarm bells start to ring. 

It will take four dubs from 
outside Super League to vote 
for expulsions to give the board 
its way. If not, the little men will 
have defied them - and are 
braced for the backlash. 

-Dove Hadfteld 


SPORTING DIGEST 


CRICKET 

West Indies in 
deep trouble 


West Indies 303 & 99-6 
Pakistan 471 

Pakistan scored their highest 
total in a home Test against the 
West Indies in Rawalpindi yes- 
terday and then grabbed six 
quick wickets to stand on the 
verge of an emphatic series win. 

After frizamam-ul-Haq hit 
177 W frsim Akram took three 
wickets as the visitors struggled 
to 99 for 6 in their second 
innings at the close of the 
fourth day of the second TfesL 
They need another 69 runs to 
avoid a second successive 
innings defeat 

Pakistan, 1-0 up in the three- 
match series, went on to 471 in 
their first innings, with 
Inzamam-uJ-Haq finisfimg on 
177 and helping his country past 
their previous best against West 
Indies: 406 for 8 in Karachi in 
1974-75. Victory would mean 
Pakistan's second series win 
over West Indies in 10 attempts 
and their first for 39 years. 

Inzamam was the first logo 
yesterday, after Pakistan re- 
sumed on 403 for 3. He lasted 
36 minutes, before offering a 
catch to Sherwin Campbell at 
point off Courtney Wklsh, hav- 
ing hit 19 fours and two sixes 
from 320 balls in 454 minutes. 

Whlsh then dismissed Mo- 
hammad Wasim for his 15th 
five- wicket haul in 95 "tests. 

Wasim then burst through 


the West Indies’ top order with 
three wickets for 17,hringmg his 

tally to 326 in 76 Tests and 
taking ei ght h place is the all- 
time list from England’s Bob 
Willis, who took 325 in 90 Tests. 

After Philo Wallace fell Ibw 
to Waqar Youois for eight, 
Azhar Mahmood held a superb 
catch in the gully off Wfesim to 
dismiss Stuart Williams for one. 

Brian Lara was deceived by 
Wasim's dower ball and the Pak- 


istan captain held the return 
catch. Shivnarine Chanderpaul 
was Wasim’ s final victim of Lhe 
day, leg before for one after tea. 
Founft day; Pakistan *wn toss 
WEST INDIES- Fmt tarings 303 (SCnan- 
dMpauf 95. S L Campbel 78: Azhar 
Mahmood 4-53}. 

PAKISTAN - Hrat tarings 
[Overnight 403 for 3) 

mzamam-tf-Haq c Campbel b Wtalan ..177 
Mohammad totealm c Hooper b Walah -26 

IMdn KhancWBama bnsa i 

Azhar Mahmood c Wflkams b Rose w 

•Vtesim Akram b Bishop H 

VybqarltiuWbwb Walsh 2 

Shoal) Akhtar c Hooper b Walsh 1 

Mushtaq Ahmed not out. _ —0 

Extras loti b9 nb23 w6) — — 53 

Ibtal (136.1 onn) 471 

Fan (coot): 4-4*4 5-415 6-437 7-459 8-468 
9-469 

Bowens wash 431 -6-WW (nbta ; Arrbrose 
T&-2-B3-1 (nt>12); Bshop M-W0-1 (w6); Rose 
33-7-92-3 [nblj; Hooper 17-1-71-0. 

WEST INDIES - Socond tarings 

S L Campbel b Mushtaq 34 

P AWWtecebwbWaqar B 

S C Wffiams c Azhar b Wasim i 

B C Lara c and b VJsemti i 

CL Hooper not out -44 

S Chanderpaul Km b Wu*n 7 

10 WKoms rut out (Mushtaq) — 0 

I R Bishop not out 1 

Extras (nb3) 2 

total: (lor 6, 31 ovate) — 99 

FMfc 1 -9 2-KJ IMS 548 MR 

7b bat F A Rosa C EL Ambrose, *C A 
WaBv 

BowJfeup Ktesim Akram 9-5-17-3 (nblj; 
WaqaTVbunfa 7-0-29-1; Shoal) Mchtar 
7-8-21-0 [rb2); Azhar Mahmood 2- 1-4-0; 
Mushtaq Ahmed 6-3-2&-EL 
Umpires: D R Shepherd (Eng) and -laved 
Akhtar (Pak). 


England players must bounce 
back from their long journey 


David Graveneys wish to spend 
more time with his England 
players was granted yesterday 
after a marathon journey to 
Pakistan. The chairman of 
selector, acting as tour manager 
for the short tour to Pakistan 
and Sharjah, suffered alongside 
Adam Hollioake's squad as 
they endured a 17-hour trip 
from Heathrow to Lahore. 

The squad are due to have 
their first outdoor net practice 
of the winter today and a full 
scale practice match is sched- 
uled for tomorrow at the 
Lahore Gy mkhana Club. On 
Friday and Sunday they play 50- 
over warm-up matches against 
Pakistan A at the Gaddafi 
Stadium. 

Details were released yes- 
terday of the compensation 
counties will receive next 
summer if the proposal that 
G raven ey can gain extra control 


of England players is passed at 
tomorrow’s meeting of the First 
Class Forum. 

A working group concluded 
that England's busy schedule in 

1998 and also leading up to the 

1999 World Cup made it im- 
perative that players should be 
made available at any time for 
extra practice, match prepara- 
tion or rest. 

The England Cricket Board 
treasurer. Cliff Barker, who was 
part of the working group, has 
proposed that £500 per day 
should he paid to county clubs 
in compensation for taking a 
player out of a county fixture. 

The current compensation of 
75 per cent of international 
match fee, which varies 
according to seniority of player 
from between £1,500 and 
£1,800, mil continue to be paid 
with respect to selection of 
players for Test matches. 


Fashanu takes 

John Fashanu has announced he 
is to manage the b usiness affairs 
of the boxer Herbie Hide. 

Hide bad been due to hold 
a press conference with the 
promoter Rank Warren in Lon- 
don to talk about the first de- 
fence of his World Boxing 
Organisation title in January, 
but failed to show up. Howev- 


on Hide 

er, 15 minutes after Warren (eft. 
Hide arrived with Fashanu. 

The former England striker, 
who started his career with 
Norwich City, said: "Herbie 
will be with my management 
company from now on. Obvi- 
ously we have the connection of 
a Nigerian background and we 
both grew up in Norwich." 




American football 

NFL; draw Boy 27 Mmwota it 

Badminton 

The BatWnten Assoaaflon of Engtond 
have named Martin Andrew as their 
new coaching manager. The 2&-year- 
old. who has been coaching faAus - 
trafia, w* be responstote for monitoring 
the standards of new coaches com- 
ing into the sport 

Basketball 

NBA: Utah 100 New Jcrew 96 

' 3oxing 

The farmer champion Edwin "Chapo" 
Rosario tel into a coma and tied on 
Monday right, just months after stag- 
ing a comeback that he said marked 
the end of his fight against cocaine ad- 
diction. He was 34. 

Amateur boxing officiate are investi- 
gating a report that Uzbekistan's 
Aishan Chagaw fought as a profes- 
sional n two contests in 1996 before 
beating the Cuban heavyweight Fe- 
ix Saw far the amateur world mtetet 
October. He w* be dsquafified and Ms 
gold medal awarded to Savon If the 
report in the American magazine 
Ftosfi was confirmed. 

Cricket 

South Africa defeated a Prime 
tert XI by 11 niw " a inwed-ovsjrs 
match in Canberra yesterday. The 
founds male 268 tor six off their 50 
overs, with the farmer Mddesex a»- 
roundre Jacques Kafe top-scoring with 
50 not ouL before restricting ther op- 
ponents to 257 far 7. 

WEST PBJtES TOUR OF 1 008-9 SOUTH 
AFfUCA: ft* Ttat 26-30 Nwcrtwr iJcftan- 
rmbirti Sveunri tat Oecemebci (Pen 
F ySwh ) Third That 2630 DocBrtw |Qiw- 

♦ ■MlSrtiltalS-fi Jsruarv (CjpoWij PWi 
cat 6-ffl January iComran. 

Football 

Ian Bald has amotneed hs retxoment 
tram Lwgue tootbaB at the age of 33 
kecase of a knee injury Bavd.who 


scored 13 goals In Brighton's mracu- 
taus escape from relegation last sea- 
son, has had two knee operations n 
the past year, inducing one six weeks 
ago 

m^hSserieAside'^^te^&terfau 
successive defeats left them hovering 
just above the relegation zona Pao- 
lo Fenarto. the reserve-team coach wl 
take over on a temporary basis. 
Darren Beckfard has been giver the 
chance to sign tor Frst Division Buy. 
The farmer Om strfeer has jofaed Stan 
Tementb team on a short-term con- 
tract and makes his debut tonight 

MONDAY'S LATE RESULTS: FA Coifing Pra- 
Iriarahtp: &*on i Nncastta O GM VtanMI 
Cofrianmca Spakiittg Cup Second retard: 
STeronaga Olrioui 3 FA CMIsbergVhse Mc- 
u nd-rt x ind rapfery- DoraBy I Arrmhcype Wb(- 
tara 0 (ML Byn“" Larao Fui Uanrim Cup 
9BMidianfcBoaiDiRBw3VtailingilM- 
bond League PrmdW’s Ctqj tWI round: The 
Ttmaa FA Vtautti Cup Second round: Sun- 
dwfend 1 Crews 2 f* Oifftsm Cttf: Soutfartp- 
tan fl Hawn a Pouring League Cup Group 
Three! Laeaster 0 Oortw l Avon haurance 
Combination Ffavt HvUm: Criaiaee 3 
Portsnoutri 0 iflrKngsftrtanj: QPH 2 Brighton 

i wuaafeatri.Sfwrifeleogbtt: Barcelona 

1 (AndBSon 34. LUs Bvflue 70. ravakta pen 
m Mott 1 ISnwJ pen Biy Portuguete 
Lee aw. Lacs 1 Sparing Labor 0 . Porto S 
(tense 2 FA Urobro Tropry Ftat rotaid prop- 
er *w*n Barrow v Worksop. Marne or 
OftaOOTi V BWdtort Pa* tali or LaW 1 
HrttaTawnvByiw: Lancaawr vNathwch 
Magna: Hedneatod » Gdhabonudi t™* »■- 
m Aboi v Great Harwood or Wigon AJjon. 
Gusetoy v Tbltad: MoreeanOe v SotaJ Bar- 
ourtcr Errtoy: Hyde v Boacn Ur yft Alfnn - 
5wn v HLneom: Statytwto* * J p a ^ hMd - 
Bmhop Auckland v Colwy^ HW. Southport v 
kfcpock or wnstord. Greatey Y Leek ;Atfrityi v 
Cnortev: Kettering v Darcnefier wwng_v 
Staugh: Dagentan a Re<*i«ige v Bfarfcay: 
S^vVtebacfi or FT»nds; kfe yos vM erthyr 
lydfi or Cawtndge Ctfy: KWderfnnstor » 
PflrtJxnraied: Bam v Haamro; Stevenage 
Borough v Chostan. Vtafln 0 .vCoiby orlfef 

a ^riustidm S Dbrnonris v ►ertjerMtnEfr 
vOtatonhart HmkMvtXiirthHartec 

Bantam Wood v Cheknslort Puritan v Dcrw: 
TboW vltaiang: St AI»m v Swnfltajnw nr 
-fawn. vG»flufi«W (Tioa 

ntMptqied lOJenuaryJ. 

Golf 

Jose Marta Oteratjai was yesterday 
confirmed as a starter in Austrdfas 
richest golf tournament, next months 


E64QJOOO Vines Oassic In Perth. Oiaz- 
abal who finished ninth on this year's 
European Orcfer of Merit, joins Vtefsh- 
man bn Woosnam, treteneft Padraig 
Hamngton. the Soufii African pair Ernie 
Ete and Ffattef Goosen, German Bern- 
hard Langer. American Scon Hoch 
and Denmark^ Thomas Bjorn fa the 
toirnament which tdres pface from 29 
January-1 February. 

An irreresstve six-under-par 66 by 
Andy Crerar yesterday put Scotland 
cn track to win ttie Jofmie Waher PGA 
of Euope Team Charrpionsffe far lha 
fifth time h seven yearn The defendfag 
ch a mpions took a six-stroke lead on 
the second day d Alalaya Park after 
David Thomson added a 70 for a com- 
bined eight-under par on the day 
JOHNNIE WALKER PGA EUROPEAN 
TEAM CHAMPIONSHIP (MartMfla) Lead, 
fag Mcorewoumt scares: 278 Scalaid (A 



Ice hockey 

NHL Camferta 3 Boston 1; Phoarix 3 Florida 
£Ptttabutfii Mcrflreal O; F1*«lck«a 1 But- 
taka 1 : Calgary 3 San Jose 2 top; Detroit 3 Vwv 
oauverX 

Netball 

MONDAY'S LATE RESULTS ibw notch 
(Glaagow): UK Stiect 30 Naur Zealand 73 

Rugby Union 

Moseley have sigred tha scrum-half 
Robert Rush, the brother of the AB 
Backs winger Eric, who has played 
representative rugby far the New 
Zealand Maoris. He has joined the Ai- 
led Dunbar Premiership Two dub on 
a hit-time contract until the end of the 


_ Italy. Nemertanda 297 Austria. 

Span SefecMd; 291 Ireland (RCtes 73 and 
D McGrane 731 

WPGET QUALIFYING SCHOOL (Areata, 
Ror) Leading Srttround ram JGB or H 
ufen •tatodk 71 K fiwa (SwoJ, L Phto (US1: 
721 Maconim LWaa (USIiTSEEsfari {Gai 

L Educate. H OWsson (SweJ L Krautz (F*l: 
74 IH htaMns (Au« M McKw S ENund C 
A Mint (Aua). A B Sanchez, mrrotapet. 

S Moon (UStfTS J KWocn, J Caatgifer .. 

S Cavafen (ftj. M Mat*. N Kartason [Sm]; 
70 W VWstxn RISV M Buretrom (Smi C 
Duttv. R Nugent J OBvar. S GWbgher. &-T 
ftsttet-Bosel (fit, T Poutton M Sutler (USi. 
E Fielda L DermoR. K Esptnosae iFn U Prao 
Mds Soar (Stefrt. A ffagos U GHnk (Siiel 
T Lpp (Com. 77 S Lambert S Dckans. A 
»0 (H LQwe (DsnL Lfama S Main (U&L 
E Ergstrom (Swl: 79 C Rawnusasn (Oen£ 
M VtajM. T Eakn K febbW. Rlautm jSw« 
C Hsgar (Aus} L Caiaot (Fr). J Crowe. 79 
B Herrmann (GerL G Scon (N2). S Efctt S 
Rohde (Arqj. C Quntana Mwij. K Thomaa. 
J van Hagan (Notti). O Ran (Fin A M 
Brunnelcr (Gert S H Barer (FrJ. 80 A Lar- 
raneta (SpL E Valora (Sp). A Haxhe (BieQ. R 
HaMarafaen fFnj, A Johna E Aron (Fri. P 
(Ufa, K Starr (NZV E Steen 1 Swell 81 
K Wfcon fAusJ. L EriccMfi (Swfa A KcMwes 
(Gar) C Grady JHapt (Gar). K Rasa. CBv- 
BBa tfa K Shephard (Swat T Hal tAust 3 
Crowanlt. 82 M Amalau (Mon C Orfa 
fGer). A Engtaman □ Mtoier (Ger); 83 L 
Ma«t{TtfD, APasc^fe IFrt: 85A Girtd (Fii 
S MaeLanan. N Joiy (FrJ, U Uanguy (Fr); 
89 A Shaard 


Skiing 


gosiavia and is hopfag to be aHcMed 

to don^ete intematlonaly’ Gofdberg- 
er has been seekfag to compete 
abroad since he wttrarew from the 
Austrian Ski Federation Mowing a 
confession on tetevteton that he had 
once used cocare 

Squash 

MAHmORAMTCfMAYlOllALCHALLEH IE 
(Bomtay) Ftat round: FVk rocod: Jonaher 


ak]l 

O-fiKADJonai 


I btSMaads 


adB(Eng}«8 


S2Sf? 



IS- 11 0-15 9- B 15-11: M Heath (SOU tt 
Mchammod Moral (Egi 12-15 o-c ts-ti 
tHJ: D Ryan PD bn Ganer | 

O G-fl;MCliMW(Erie) lx/ 

IB-17 B-6 6-a 11-15 «4:C1 
StahtfartG-n Ba»-t5lSB:RI 
bl Onwr 8 Borolossv tEgl B-tt t 

P Meal (Sco) bt P Misha (Erri tj-fl ti-iS 'S-4 
frfl, P Johnson ffnel W J Bonotat (Fr) &E 
15-* EM poncadad): S Plata (Eng) IX G Ry- 
dhg (Can) &S ts-w b- 7: R Eyte (Aik) no 
BBadnwfgl 15-3 9-0 153 15-0; pried 
raefa bt P MaraMJEng) »4 B-B M: 
J Powar (Can) M N TMor (Eng) 1SS te-106-e 
A WBrti J&) Mb kfaddnas fEnoll TT-iB 
9-S S3 MCFfawtaid (MfatxABBrStafg) 
62 O-ti 7-fi «59 «-12i BOnta (Ai^HZ 
Jahan (FVkf S-W 1MBSM 

Tennis 

Yevgeny KafeHkov, the 1^6 Ffench 
Opai champion from Rusda, and 
Richard Krapcek, the farmer WimWe- 


don champion rf the Netherlands, are 
the latest entries tar the Guardian Di- 
rect Cup at Battersea Park. This 
means that five of the top 17 players 
h the work! now be taking part fa 
the ATP Tbur event from 23 
tol March. 

Britain's team of Danny Sapsford, 
Martin Lee and Arvlnd Panrtar have 
been drawn to meet Germany in the 
Firs* round of the Champions DMsIon 
at the European Merfs Team Cham- 
pionship fa Reggio Calabria, Italy, to- 
day The BrttWi team are seeded thhl 
LEADING ATP MEN'S RANKINGS: 1 P 
Sampras (U» 4*4Tpta: 2 P RNto (Au« 32»: 
3 M Chang (US) 3:109; 4 J Efcxkmen (Sna) 
2049; S YKabMhov (tte] B G Ruaed- 
aM (GB) 2*17; 7 C Moya |^i) 2*06; 8 S 
Bnojerra (So) 2^87: 9 T Muster (Autt 2^53; 
10 M Rkra KWb) 2^17: 11 R Knfcak (Nafa) 
2SBB-, 12 A CDaefta (Sp) 2276: 13PKoida 
ffiz Rep) 2261; l4o SwtenJBO 226; 11 
G ImnEMc (Croo) 2;i7B; 16 FMnmia ' 
2:«M7THoranan(Gfl)irfSfi;t8M 
pou8»(Au9) 1209; IS A Costa (%i) 1:' 

20 c noma (Fr) 1234 Sotocnd: mb a 
M chfliriun 30; 1M C Vndnaon 2B7: 199 U 
Patehoy 299: 201 0 Saosford 207! asa u lm 

14K29BLMNgBi 

MltaSaganifir 


>02; 31 SB Cowan ItL 320 


TODAY'S NUMBER 


13 

The number of athletes, in- 
ducing two Alpine skiers, 
that North Korea wants to 
send to the Winter 
Olympics in Nagano in 
February. The event is ex- 
pected to attract more 
titan the record entry of 
67 countries which took 
part in Ullehammer. 



BT Conference Call. For a free demonstration: 

Freefone 0800 800 800 


OFFER ENDS 31.12.97. 
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We are ready to face anybody insists Hoddle 


HOW THE DRAW: 
WILL WORK 


England and Scotland’s 
World Cup hopes will 
rest on the vagaries of 
tomorrow night’s draw in 
the Stade Velodrome. 
Both were yesterday 
placed in the same ‘pot* 
but could yet be paired 
together. Glenn Moore, in 
Marseilles, considers 
their possible fates. 




!ia~i 


If the Gods arc smiling on 
England at the Stade Velo- 
drome tomorrow night they 
will be paired with Brazil. 
Jamaica and Iran. If they arc 
looking the other way, they 
could be thrown in with Brazil, 
Nigeria and Croatia. 

The same applies to Scotland, 
who were placed in the .same 
banding as England when Frfa fi- 
nally revealed how the Wjrid Cup 
draw will be decided. However, 
due to the complexities of the sys- 
tern England and Scotland could 
be drawn together - and if they 
were it would be with either Brazil 
or Argentina as the group seeds. 

As revealed in later edi- 
tions of yesterday’s Independent 
an inner cabai of Ftfa's execu- 
tive committee decided, in the 
Hotel Sofitel here late on Mon- 
day night, that England would 
not be among the seeds. Using 
a complex formula taking into 
account the last three World 
Cups and three years of Fifa 
rankings, they selected Ger- 
many. Italy, Spain, Argentina. 
Romania and the Netherlands 
to join the hosts. Fiance, and the 
holders, Brazil, us the seeds. 

This proposal was accepted by 
the full executive committee 
yesterday. The remaining 34 
teams have been divided geo- 
graphically so as to ensure each 
group wall have, as far as possi- 
ble. two European sides, one 
South .American or Asian, and 
one African or North/Central 
American. The consequence of 
this will be a draw of consider- 
able drama and length - there 
wBl be more than, 50 individual 
acts of pulling balls out of pots. 
It will inevitably throw up a 
“group of death” and also offers 
the possibility of Croatia being 
paired with Yugoslavia, Iran 




mm 
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Guard of gendarmes: French police watch over the Marseilles stadium before tomorrow’s draw for the 1998 World Cup 


with the United States, and Eng- 
land with Italy. 

England's failure to be 
seeded was not a surprise to the 
FA, but it was to the wider 
world. Glenn Hoddle was bull- 
ish about his team’s prospects. 
“Not being seeded was not a 
surprise to me,” he said. “The 
lesson is to make sure we never 
fail to qualify again. Whatever 
we get we’ll handle. We had a 
tough qualifying group and we 
won it. We’II take what comes. 

"I won’t lose any sleep if we 
are pitched in with Brazil. If we 


beat them or lose to them there 
are still two other matches and 
then we won’t play them until 
we reach the final. It would be 
an advantage if we have Brazil 
in our group. What we don’t 
want is Brazil, Nigeria, Croatia. 
We don't want a group of death. 
We had a bit of that in the 
qualifiers. 

“I know the coaches of the 
seeded countries will turn up and 
say T hope we avoid England’. 

“I’m getting a taste for it 
now. Tm very excited and I’m 
ready for it. When I'm out of a 


job I’ll look back on this time 
fondly. Personally I wish we 
were starting now - then I 
think of a fellow called Alan 
Shearer and I don’t mind 
waiting.” 

Craig Brown, the Scotland 
coach, was less keen on faring 
Brazil, who beat Scotland in 
1974, 1983 and 1990. “I would 
like to avoid them and Roma- 
nia," he said, “but I would take 
Germany, Italy or any other 
seed. England would be all 
right, although there may be lo- 
gistic problems with both sets of 


fans moving at the same lime. 
We’re not frightened of them, 
nor is it a case of seeking re- 
venge for£iur»'90. All the teams 
know Scotland can give them a 
hard game. All their couches 
know we're capable of eking • *ut 
a result.” 

Both teams received go"d 
news yesterday when Fifa de- 
cided not to suspend players 
who had received a second 
yellow card in their final 
qualifying game: only dismissed 
players wiU be penalised. This 
releases Sol Campbell lor 


Punishment still haunts England for riot in Rome 


The Football 
Association’s assertion 
that Italians caused the 
crowd trouble at 
England’s World Cup 
qualifier in Rome looks 
like being vindicated by 
Fifa. Yet England may 
still be punished, says 
Glenn Moore in Marseilles. 


Fifa's investigation into Octo- 
ber’s riot in Rome is being 
passed from committee to com- 
mittee like a bottle being lobbed 


over a fence but, when it final- 
ly comes to land in the public 
domain, it is likely to conclude 
that the Football Association 
got it right. But football’s world 
governing body may fine the FA 
anyway. 

The FAs own report into the 
violence on 1 1 October blamed 
Italian Licket arrangements and 
policing for the running battles 
between England fans and Ital- 
ian police in the Stadio Olimpi- 
co. The World Cup Organising 
Committee, which yesterday 
referred its investigation back 
to the disriplinaiy committee, 
“acknowledged that there were 


lessons to be learnt with regard 
to better control of tickets to 
fans through unauthorised 
channels”. It added: “While 
Fifa did not have authority 
over the police forces the meth- 
ods used by the police should 
be better adapted to the specific 
requirements of football.” 

With the police out of Fifa's 
reach, it is the Italian FA which 
will suffer for the poor organi- 
sation. Yet the FAs report ig- 
nored the effect of two days’ 
intimidatoiy behaviour before 
the match by a substantial mi- 
nority of the England support- 
ers in Rome. It also appeared 


to ignore the small minority who 
relished the terrace fight with 
the carabinieri. 

Fifa is not being so blind. 
While it is likely to agree that 
the FA did all in its power with 
regard to licket arrangements 
Fifa indicated yesterday that 
England will still be penalised 
in an effort to deter similar be- 
haviour by travelling supporters. 

Sanctions are expected to he 
financial although more dra- 
conian punishments are avail- 
able. These include forcing 
either or both national sides to 
play their next World Cup qual- 
ifier behind dosed doors or out 


of the country. Or. in Eng- 
land's ease, banning travelling 
support. A final derision is not 
expected until the new year. 

The decision is inevitably 
linked to the continuing cam- 
paign to encourage the French 
to alii iw a fence-free World Cup. 
Of the 10 venues only Nantes and 
St Etienne have to be persuad- 
ed to take perimeter fences 
down. Vertical segregation fences 
will remain, however. 

“Fences can become death 
traps, as we saw as recently as 
October I99h in Guatemala,” 
Scpp Blatter, the general sec- 
retary of Fifa. said. “In England 
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Tobacco giant creates new F I 
team with purchase of Tyrrell 


ACROSS 

I Daring to confront a 
heavy type (4,4) 

5 Impales fish taken on 
board (6) 

10 Vile work we hear, sung 
PP P -} (1IW) 

II How Katy went too far. 
getting composer in the 
red'/ (7) 

12 Heart of Midlothian 
Greeting in play (7) 

13 Food in cans (8) 

15 Rows of big dogs masters 
left out (5) 

18 Stone thrown in attack 

l5) - 

20 Senonta going out with 
solicitors sometimes (8) 

23 Vet to open play in crick- 
et, say (7) 

25 Divers progress in un- 
specified manner (7) 


Mole can turn over edge 
accidentally flCk5) 

One energetic person of 
many circulating in party 

fcarouser knocks back 
half-barrel at bar (8) 
DOWN 

Weaver using fool (6) 
Like a robber, so unclear 
in disguise (9) 

Slip, perhaps^ if tossing 
tree (7) 

Doctrine of mediocre ed- 
ucation (5) 

Support the new forecast- 
er (7) 

Bell to announce king, 
accompanied by orange- 
seller (5) 



Ashore, washed up, 
home counties’ leieosi? 


home counties 
( 8 ) 


9 Fresh, swimming off 
Cowes (8) 

14 Gift of people supporting 
pamr (8) 

16 Drift from coast? (9) 

17 Old wife in bank — or on 
the way out? (8) 

19 Article on more difficult 
hypothesis (7) 

21 Tear butter-paper (7) 

22 Native got out of bed (6) 

24 Danse Macabre in Ameri- 
can saloon (5) 

25 Kid influenced, reported- 
ly (5) 


British American Racing, the 
long-planned Formula One 
team put together by Craig 
Pollock, the manager of the new 
worid champion Jacques Vil- 
len euve, yesterday announced 
its intention to compete in the 
1999 world championship. 

The title conveniently incor- 
porates the politically acceptable 
two-thirds of the name of the 
team’s backers, British Ameri- 
can Tobacco, who have 12.8 per 
cent of the global cigarette mar- 
ket. The company has bought 
out the struggling Tyrrell team, 
and the new organisation will in- 
clude the expertise of Reynard, 
the hugely successful IndyCar 
constructor, to build their cars. 

Ken Tyrrell made his repu- 
tation in racing in tandem with 
a Scottish driver called Jackie 
Stewart in the late Sixties and 
early Seventies. Now Stewart, 
too, is a team boss, but is un- 
der pressure from the authori- 
ties following his warnings over 
the sport’s continued association 
with tobacco companies. 

In what appears as a lit-for- 
Utt move, motor sport’s gov- 


erning body, the FIA. have de- 
manded assurances from the 
Stewart team that they have the 
financial resources to fulfil a full 
second season m FI. Stewart re- 
cently lost one of their sponsors 
and the opportunity to embar- 
rass them was apparently irre- 
sistible. 

Stewart said: “It would seem 
the FIA do not know their own 
regulations because it is stated 
quite dearly that only teams fin- 
ishing outside the points the 
previous year, in this case 1997, 
could be asked for their finan- 
cial declarations for entry the 
following year. We finished 
with points and in the lop 10 . 

“Can anyone imagine I 
would have gone ahead with this 
unless I was sure wc could com- 
plete the programme? I have no 
doubt this was meant as a rap 
across the knuckles.” 

For the foreseeable future. FI 

will be able to draw on tobacco 
resources and BAT have in- 
volved themselves in a major pro- 
ject. The travel benefits accrued 
tyTyrrcllwUlpassoniothe new 
leant. Reynard will design the 


OPuhliUKd hy KuhtehiBE PLC. I Cm* S^K. Quury Wort. Umlun £14 SOL, and primed a. M.rmr Colour IW S, 

Afflwos tw. WallOfil Dock tnuc JVQiljhk- fi.im Union*; Nmpopcrfc. IHWBi X4m7ii. 


Kepuoali. a «cfcj»jKT*,ibibe I'm! ctfln 





4 


England and John Collins for 
Scotland. 

The implications of tailing to 
qualify also became more 
apparent to nations like the 
Republic of Ireland and Aus- 
tralia when it was revealed that 
each country will receive near- 
ly t2m fur qualifying. Each ap- 
pearance after the quarter-finals 
will reap another Elm as well as 
the obvious spin-offs. 

The French had wanted to 
allocate ail the seeds in order to 
concentrate the Dutch and Ger- 
mans in the north and Italians and 


jean- Paul Peiissier/Reuters 


and Scotland they have Laken 
fences away and shown that 
spectators who sit down without 
fences arc not aggressive, if 
you pul people behind ban; 
they are aggressive: bars are for 
prisoners and animals, not for 
humans." 

Blatter agreed that some 
supporters still needed to be 
“educated - you don't see peo- 
ple throwing bottles at the 
theatre" and he said security 
would take into account the na- 
ture of matches. This does not. 
noted one official, just mean 
England games: “There are 
other countries toworrv about” 


Spanish in the south, but Fifa re- 
fused. They are trying to ensure 
the draw appears feir and. despite 
doubts, it looks as if it may be. 
Even the old cold balk-warm balls 
trick is unlikely to work in the 
near-zero temperatures. Besides, 
as Sweden's Lennart Johansson, 
chairman of the executive com- 
mittee, said: “If we pre-arranged 
too much there wouldn't be 
much of a draw left.” 

Fila have decided in future to 
avoid the undignified lobbying 
for seeding which has charac- 
terised the build-up to this draw 
bv determining the procedure for 
the 2003 World Cup before the 
qualifiers start "The only thing 
which needs adjusting is how a 
team who got through the back- 
door of the play-offs is seeded," 
said Hoddle. “But,” he added, 
“to look at it from Italy’s point 
of view, if we had not been 
seeded after being runners-up 
and semi-finalists at the last 
two World Cups we would have 
been peeved." 

Shearer threat, page 30 
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ensure there are nqttv^y 
South American tean^' 
three European tears, 
the same group. -Hprjftj- 
purposes of the draw; 
teams have been :^: 
into four pete:' . : * 

Seeds: Brazil, France^ \ 
Germany, Italy Span, Aj-.T 
gentina, Romania, Nettie : 
lands. . j - . 

Pot A (Africa and Con- 
cacaf): Cameroon,:^ 
maica, Mexico, Morias^.'. 
Nigeria, Tunisia, South 
Africa, United States - .' 
Pot B (Europe): Aust^ 
Belgium, BiigaraCraaS^.? * 
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be ensured that frie threqj 
South Americanhrams are * , 
not drawn with the re- 
maining South American' 
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cars at a new factory in Brack- 
ley, Northamptonshire, and Vfl- 
leneuve is expected to leave 
Williams at the end of next sea- 
son to lead them on the track. 

Pollock said: “There are 
many things different about 
British American Racing. We 
will be different for several 
reasons, among them our open- 
ness and the strong desire to be 
close to our audience. Our 
team wOI not be the private pre- 
serve or the top of a rich own- 
er- our fans will have a claim." 

Tyrrell, who won the cham- 
pionship with Stewart in 1969. 
71 and 73. has decided to bow- 
out gracefully rather than at- 
tempt to chase a lust cause. 
“This has probably been the 
most difficult decision I’ve ever 
had tu take. The cost to compete 
in FI has escalated dramatical- 
ly and we are not satisfied with 
being relegated to the back of 
the grid. We have come to the 
conclusion it will be preferable 
to pass the Tyrrell legacy on to 
a new team which shares our 
ideals and philosophy.” 

Derick Altsop 
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Confused? You could be. The arguments 
for and against thin clients' or Network 
Computers (NCs) are complex. 


Morse can explain what is possible with 
today's technology. We can show you 
Sun Microsystems networks running 
applications like SAP and Oracle on NCs. 
We can help you take the first steps in 
putting this technology into use. 

Please call us to receive an information 
pack, or to arrange a visit to our 
Enterprise Computing Centre to see 
NCs in action. 
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